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Key Points of the NIH Public Access Policy 
As of April 7, 2008: 
NIH-funded investigators are required to submit (or have submitted for them) their final, peer reviewed 
manuscript to PubMed Central (PMC) upon acceptance of publication to be made publicly available within 12 
months of publication. This policy applies to NIH-funded manuscripts accepted for publication on or after April 7, 
2008.  

 
As of May 25, 2008: 
NIH applications, proposals and progress reports must include the PubMed Central reference number (PMCID) 
when citing an article that falls under the NIH Public Access Policy and is authored or co-authored by the 
investigatoǊΣ ƻǊ ŀǊƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊΩǎ bLI ŀǿŀǊŘΦ This policy includes applications, proposals and progress 
reports submitted to the NIH for the May 25, 2008 due date and subsequent due dates.  See Reminder Concerning 
Grantee Compliance with Public Access Policy and Related NIH Monitoring Activities (NOT-OD-08-119) on where to 
note the PMCID in applications, proposals and progress reports. 
 
All manuscripts added to PubMed Central are assigned a unique identifier called a PubMed Central reference 
number (PMCID). The PMCID is a unique number to PMC that is assigned to the submitted manuscript after the 
final quality assurance check.  
 
NOTE:  The PMCID reference number is not the same as the PubMed Identifier number (PMID). The PMID is 
unique to PubMed.  All publications submitted to PubMed Central are added to the PubMed citation database 
regardless of journal indexing status and these will have a PMID and a PMCID. NIH-funded authors should use the 
PMCID, not the PMID, in order to comply with the NIH Public Access Policy.  
 

Where to Locate the PMCID Reference Number 
PubMed http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?db=pubmed 
 
IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ tǳōaŜŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳƳƳŀǊȅέ display. Note that this display notes the PMID, which is a 
unique identifier number assigned to each publication as it is added to PubMed. This is not the same as the PMCID.  
 

 

http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-119.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-119.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-119.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?db=pubmed
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?db=pubmed
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Once on the AbstractPlus display, you will find the PMCID under the citation/abstract on the right side. This is the 
number to include on NIH proposals, applications and progress reports.  
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As follows is an example of a publication in PMC that has an embargo period as assigned by the publisher. In this 
instance, the publication has completed the submission process at PMC but the full text will not be available for 
free public viewing in PMC until the expiration of the embargo period in January 2009.   
 

 
 
 
PubMed Central   http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/ 
The PMCID reference number is noted on the search results page. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/
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How to Cite the PMCID 
The PMCID should be cited as: 

Cerrato, A., et al., Genetic interactions between Drosophila melanogaster menin and Jun/Fos. Dev Biol. 2006 
Oct 1; 298(1): 59-70. PMCID: PMC2291284 

 
For other examples see: http://publicaccess.nih.gov/FAQ.htm 
 
 

What to Do if the PMCID Reference Number is Not Available 
If the PMCID is not yet assigned to the manuscript, there are two other means of demonstrating compliance with 
the NIH Public Access Policy: 

 άta/ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ - Lƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎέ  

 NIHMS ID 
¢ƘŜ άta/ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ - Lƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bLIa{ L5 ŀǊŜ intended to be used as temporary means of demonstrating 
compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy until the PMCID is available. They can be used in NIH applications, 
proposals and progress reports, and in responses to emails from a NIH Program Officer. 
 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƻ ¦ǎŜ άta/ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ - Lƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎέ 
Some articles are published by journal publishers that have a cooperative agreement with NIH/PubMed Central 
(PMC) and submit all NIH-funded final published articles to PMC on behalf of NIH-funded authors.  PIs/Authors 
Ƴŀȅ ǳǎŜ άta/ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ - Lƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ŀǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
list (Method A): 

 Journals That Submit All NIH-Funded Final Published Articles to PubMed Central  
 
Some authors make arrangements (generally for a fee) with select journal publishers to submit a specific final 
published article to PMC on behalf of the NIH-ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ tLǎκ!ǳǘƘƻǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ǳǎŜ άta/ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ - In PǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ŀǎ 
documentation of compliance if they made arrangements for this service using publishers on this list (Method B): 

 Publishers that Will Deposit a Specific Final Published Article in PubMed Central on Request  
 
¢ƘŜ άta/ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ς Lƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀǎΥ 

Sala-Torra O, Gundacker HM, Stirewalt DL, Ladne PA, Pogosova-Agadjanyan EL, Slovak ML, Willman CL, 
Heimfeld S, Boldt DH, Radich JP. Connective tissue growth factor (CTGF) expression and outcome in adult 
patients with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Blood. 2007 April 1; 109(7): 3080ς3083. PMCID: PMC Journal - 
In Process. 

 
NOTE: ¦ǎƛƴƎ άta/ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ - Lƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ŀǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ via Method A or 
Method B is contrary to the NIH Policy. 
 
LŦ ǘƘŜ άta/ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ - Lƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ tLǎκ!ǳǘƘƻǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ bLIa{ L5 as 
documentation of compliance. 
 

NIHMS ID 
The NIHMS ID is assigned when a manuscript is submitted by an author, journal publisher, or a third party to the 
NIH Manuscript Submission system (NIHMS) in preparation for posting on PMC. All authors for this manuscript 
who have an eRA Commons account should logon to NIHMS using their eRA Commons information.  If the 
manuscript has been submitted by a publisher, third party or by one of the authors, the manuscript will be 
awaiting review. The author who has the manuscript awaiting review in their eRA Commons account should 
complete the approval process, note the NIHMS ID reference number and send the NIHMS ID to all the other 
authors. See the video, Approving Submission of an Article to PubMed Central, which outlines the process for 
approval of a submission. The NIHMS ID should be used as documentation of compliance until the PMCID is 
assigned. 
 
 

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/FAQ.htm#c6
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/select_deposit_publishers.htm
http://www.nihms.nih.gov/db/sub.cgi
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/CheckingMSRevised082608.wmv
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The NIHMS ID should be cited as: 

Cerrato A, Parisi M, Santa Anna S, Missirlis F, Guru S, Agarwal S, Sturgill D, Talbot T, Spiegel A, Collins F, 
Chandrasekharappa S, Marx S, Oliver B. Genetic interactions between Drosophila melanogaster menin and 
Jun/Fos. Dev Biol. 2006 Oct 1; 298(1): 59-70. NIHMSID: NIHMS44135. 

 
See Reminder Concerning Grantee Compliance with Public Access Policy and Related NIH Monitoring Activities for 
more information. 
 
 

Importing the PMCID and NIHMS ID to Bibliographic Citation Software 
New field tags in the MEDLINE record are now available (as of March 26, 2008): 

 άta/έ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ta/L5 ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ 

 άaL5έ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bLIa{ L5 ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ 
 
The PubMed Import filter from bibliographic citation software such as Reference Manager and EndNote can be 
modified to include the field tags and import the data. Zotero also offers this capability. 
 
 

NLM Technical Bulletins: 
PubMed Central IDs Display in PubMed AbstractPlus Format -- 

 http://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/ma08/ma08_pmcid.html 
Skill Kit: PubMed Central ID and PubMed -- 

 http://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/so08/so08_skill_kit_pmcid.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adapted from document originally created by Molly Keener, Coy C. Carpenter Library Wake Forest University 
School of Medicine. 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-119.html
http://www.refman.com/
http://www.endnote.com/
http://www.zotero.org/
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/ma08/ma08_pmcid.html
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/techbull/so08/so08_skill_kit_pmcid.html

