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NIH Public Access Policy
How to Locate and Cite the PMCID Reference Number

The PMCID
The PubMed Central reference number (PMCID) is a unique number assigned to a work that is posted to PubMed
Central (PMC).

NIH applications, proposals and progress reports must include the PMCID when citing an article that applies under
the NIH Public Access Policy and is authored or co-authored by the investigator, or arose from the investigator’s
NIH award. See Reminder Concerning Grantee Compliance with Public Access Policy and Related NIH Monitoring
Activities (NOT-OD-08-119) on where to note the PMCID in applications, proposals and progress reports. A PMCID
is required for demonstration of compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy for articles three months post
publication and beyond. See Include PMCID in Citations for more information.

NOTE: The PMCID is not the same as the PubMed Identifier number (PMID). The PMID is unique to PubMed and is
assigned to citations added to the PubMed database. NIH-funded authors should use the PMCID, not the PMID, in
order to comply with the NIH Public Access Policy.

Where to Locate the PMCID Reference Number

PubMed

Here is a sample PubMed record using the “Summary” display. Note that this display notes the PMID, which is a
unique identifier number assigned to each publication as it is added to PubMed, a citation database. This is not the
same as the PMCID.
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To locate the PMCID, change the Display to “Abstract” and click Apply.
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On the Abstract display, you will find the PMCID under the citation/abstract on the right side. This is the number to
include on NIH proposals, applications and progress reports.
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PubMed Central
The PMCID reference number is noted on the search results page.
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How to Cite the PMCID

The PMCID should be cited as:
Cerrato, A, et al., Genetic interactions between Drosophila melanogaster menin and Jun/Fos. Dev Biol. 2006
Oct 1; 298(1): 59-70. PMCID: PM(C2291284

How to Demonstrate Compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy
Documentation of compliance is demonstrated by:

e  PMCID (PubMed Central reference number)
Method A, B, C, and D forms of submission

A PMCID is required for demonstration of compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy for papers three months
post publication and beyond. See Include PMCID in Citations for more information.

If the PMCID is not yet assigned for papers in press or published within three months of when an application,
proposal or progress report is due, compliance can also be demonstrated by:

e  “PMC Journal - In Process”
Method A and B forms of submission
OR:
e NIHMS ID (NIH Manuscript Submission system reference number)
Method C and D forms of submission
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Note: Using “PMC Journal — In Process” as documentation of compliance for works submitted via Method C and D
forms of submission is contrary to the NIH Policy.

See the NIH Public Access Policy Submission Methods chart for more information.

Adapted from a document originally created by Molly Keener, Coy C. Carpenter Library Wake Forest University
School of Medicine.
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