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Phrases to Look for in Publisher Copyright Agreement Forms 
 
There is a wide range of rights that authors can opt to retain or those granted to authors by 
publishers. Some publishers allow for unrestricted dissemination of the work to colleagues, 
unlimited copies for personal use, posting of the final published version on an institutional 
website or subject repository, use a graph or chart for a future work, to comply with public 
access mandates, to name a few. However, some rights may come with stipulations for use of 
these rights, which vary among publishers. Some publishers will allow authors to use only the 
post-print version and not the publisher’s final version, with instructions to link the post-print 
version to the publisher’s final version. Other stipulations include noting the Digital Object 
Identifier number (DOI) to the final published version of the work, adding a statement as 
provided by the publisher, imposing an embargo period before an author can reuse the work, a 
limit on the number of times a work can be sent to colleagues, or a limit on the number of copies 
that can be made for classroom use. 
 
Authors are strongly encouraged to carefully review the copyright agreement form before 
signing to confirm that the rights the author wishes to retain or the rights granted by the publisher 
are noted on the form. If not, authors should seek clarification from the publisher before signing. 
In addition, authors should be aware of any stipulations that are required to be followed. 
 
Following are examples of rights and stipulations as found (current as of December 2007) in 
various copyright agreement forms: 
 
Does the publisher allow the author to retain patent and trademark rights? 

Journal recognizes the retention of the right by the author to patent and trademark rights 
and rights to any process or procedure described in the article. [Japanese Journal of 
Ophthalmology] 

 
 
Does the publisher state a specific number of times that a work can be sent to 
colleagues? 

The undersigned author and all coauthors retain the right to revise, adapt, prepare 
derivative works, present orally, or distribute or transmit to not more than 50 colleagues, 
their own paper. [ACS Journal of Natural Products] 

 
 
Does the publisher allow the author to self-archive their work? 

An author may self-archive an author-created version of his/her own website and his/her 
institution’s repository, including his/her final version; however he/she may not use the 
publisher’s PDF version . . . Furthermore, the author may only post his/her version provided 
acknowledgement is given to the original source of publication and a link is inserted to the 
published article on the publisher’s website. [Springer]  

 
 
Does the publisher allow the author to post the work on a laboratory or 
institutional website on a secure network? 

The right to post the article on a secure network within your employers or institution’s 
network. [Journal of Applied Research] 
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Posting on of the article on a secure network within the author’s institution is accepted.  
[Journal of the American College of Surgeons] 

 
 
Does the publisher allow the author to post the work on a laboratory or 
institutional website on a publicly available network? 

An author may self-archive an author-created version of his/her own website and his/her 
institution’s repository, including his/her final version; however he/she may not use the 
publisher’s PDF version . . . Furthermore, the author may only post his/her version provided 
acknowledgement is given to the original source of publication and a link is inserted to the 
published article on the publisher’s website. [Springer] 

 
Posting of the article as published on a public server can only be done with specific written 
permission. [Journal of Applied Research] 

 
 
Does the publisher limit what the author can post on a laboratory or institutional 
website? 

Authors/employers may post the title of the paper, abstract, tables, and figures of their own 
papers on their own Web sites, and include these items in their own scholarly, research 
paper. [ACS Journal of Natural Products] 

 
 
Does the publisher specify an embargo period before the author can post the 
work to a public repository? 

The corresponding author is permitted to submit the final accepted file provided them by 
ARVO to government depositories. ARVO requests that authors delay the public release of 
their articles until 12 months after the official publication date.  [Investigative 
Ophthalmology and Visual Science] 

 
Authors are encouraged to submit the author’s version of the accepted paper (the unedited 
manuscript) to PubMed Central or other appropriate funding body’s archive, for public 
release six months after publication. In addition, authors are encouraged to archive this 
version of the manuscript in their institution’s repositories and, if they wish, on their 
personal websites, also six months after the original publication. In all these cases, authors 
should cite the publication reference and DOI number on any deposited version, and provide 
a link from it to the URL of the published article on the journal’s website. [Nature] 

 
 
Does the publisher allow use of the work for classroom purposes? 

The right to reproduce, have reproduced, revise, adapt, prepare derivative works, present 
orally, or distribute the paper for such purposes as teaching (including multiple copies for 
classroom use), scholarship or research. [American Chemical Society] 

 
The right to photocopy or make single electronic copies of the article for personal use, 
including for their own classroom use, provided these copies are not offered for sale and are 
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not distributed in a systematic way outside of employing institution. [Journal of Applied 
Research] 

 
 
Does the publisher allow for oral presentation rights? 

Retain oral presentation rights. [Haworth Press] 
 

The right to reproduce, have reproduced, revise, adapt, prepare derivative works, present 
orally, or distribute the paper for such purposes as teaching (including multiple copies for 
classroom use), scholarship or research. [American Chemical Society] 

 
 
Does the publisher allow for use in a coursepack? 

The right to include the contribution in a compilation for classroom use (course packs) to be 
distributed to students at the Contributor’s institution free of charge or to be stored in 
electronic format in datarooms for access by students at the Contributor’s institution as part 
of their course work (sometimes called “electronic reserve rooms”). [Interscience/Wiley] 

 
 
Does the publisher allow for Electronic Reserves use? 

The right to be stored in electronic format in datarooms for access by students at the 
Contributor’s institution as part of their course work (sometimes called “electronic reserve 
rooms”). [Interscience/Wiley] 

 
 
Does the publisher assign a word limit for reuse of the work? 

The right to use selected figures and tables, and selected text (up to 250 words) from the 
Contribution, for the Contributor’s own teaching purposes, or for incorporation within 
another work by the Contributor that is made part of an edited work published by a third 
party, or for presentation in electronic format on an internal computer network or external 
website of the Contributor or the Contributor’s employer. [Wiley] 

 
 
Does the publisher allow the work to be expanded into a book form or a book 
chapter? 

The right to republish, without charge, in print format all or part of the material from the 
published Contribution in a book written or edited by the Contributor.  [Interscience/Wiley] 

 
 
Does the publisher allow the work to be included in a thesis or dissertation? 

The right to include an article in a thesis or dissertation that is not to be published 
commercially, provided that acknowledgement to prior publication . . . is made explicit. 
[Taylor and Francis] 
 
The right to include the journal article, in full or in part, in a thesis or dissertation. [Elsevier]  
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Does the publisher allow the work to be presented at a conference or meeting and 
to distribute print copies to attendees? 

The right to present an article at a meeting or conference and to distribute printed copies of 
the Article to the delegates attending the meeting provided that this is not for commercial 
purposes and provided that acknowledgement to prior publication. . . is made explicit. 
[Taylor and Francis] 

 
The right to present the article at a meeting or conference and to hand copies of the paper to 
the delegates attending the conference. [Journal of Applied Research] 

 
 
Does the publisher allow the work to be reused in a compilation of the author’s 
works? 

You may use all or part of the accepted version of the Article and abstract, without revision 
or modification, in personal compilations or other publications of your own work. 
[Blackwell] 

 
The right, subsequent to publication, to use this article or any part thereof free of charge in a 
printed compilation of works of their own, such as collected writings or lecture notes. 
[Journal of Applied Research] 

 
 
Does the publisher require permission to be obtained in order to reproduce any 
text, tables, figures or illustrations? 

To reproduce any text, figures, tables, or illustrations from this Work in future works of their 
own, the authors must obtain written permission from Lippincott Williams & Wilkins (LWW); 
such permission cannot be unreasonably withheld by LWW. [Laryngoscope] 

 
 
Does the publisher allow authors to comply with the NIH Public Access Policy? 

The corresponding author is permitted to submit the final accepted file provided them by 
ARVO to government depositories. ARVO requests that authors delay the public release of 
their articles until 12 months after the official publication date.  [Investigative 
Ophthalmology and Visual Science] 

 
Authors are encouraged to submit the author’s version of the accepted paper (the unedited 
manuscript) to PubMed Central or other appropriate funding body’s archive, for public 
release six months after publication. In addition, authors are encouraged to archive this 
version of the manuscript in their institution’s repositories and, if they wish, on their 
personal websites, also six months after the original publication. In all these cases, authors 
should cite the publication reference and DOI number on any deposited version, and provide 
a link from it to the URL of the published article on the journal’s website. [Nature] 

 
Through The American Journal of Pathology’s affiliation with PubMed Central, articles that 
arise from NIH-funded research and that are properly attributed as such will be deposited in 
PubMed Central’s repository by the Journal, in accordance with NIH’s Public Access to 
Research Initiative, to be made available to the public six months after final print 
publication. Authors therefore should not complete a separate deposit of their material but 
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will be contacted by PubMed Central for grant verification once the manuscript has been 
received by the NLM submission system. [American Journal of Pathology] 

 
 
Does the publisher require the author to provide a link to the original manuscript 
on the publisher’s web site along with acknowledgement to the location of the 
original manuscript? 

An author may self-archive an author-created version of his/her own website and his/her 
institution’s repository, including his/her final version; however he/she may not use the 
publisher’s PDF version. . . Furthermore, the author may only post his/her version provided 
acknowledgement is given to the original source of publication and a link is inserted to the 
published article on the publisher’s website. [Springer] 

 
All copies, paper or electronic, or other use of the information must include an indication of 
the journal’s copyright ownership, and a full citation of the journal source and of the 
publisher. [Japanese Journal of Ophthalmology] 

 
Authors are encouraged to submit the author’s version of the accepted paper (the unedited 
manuscript) to PubMed Central or other appropriate funding body’s archive, for public 
release six months after publication. In addition, authors are encouraged to archive this 
version of the manuscript in their institution’s repositories and, if they wish, on their 
personal websites, also six months after the original publication. In all these cases, authors 
should cite the publication reference and DOI number on any deposited version, and provide 
a link from it to the URL of the published article on the journal’s website. [Nature] 

 
 
What rights are transferred to the publisher? 

In consideration of the action of the American Medical Association (AMA) in reviewing and 
editing this submission (manuscript, tables, figures, video, audio, and other supplemental 
files for publication), I hereby transfer, assign, or otherwise convey all copyright ownership, 
including any and all rights incidental thereto, exclusively to the AMA, in the event that such 
work is published by the AMA. [AMA journals] 

 
In consideration of LWW’s publication of the Work, the authors hereby transfer, assign, and 
otherwise convey all copyright ownership worldwide, in all languages, and in all forms of 
media now or hereafter known, including electronic media such as CD-ROM, Internet, and 
Intranet, to LWW. [Laryngoscope] 

 
In consideration of Mayo Clinic Proceedings taking action in reviewing and editing this 
submission, the author undersigned hereby transfers or otherwise conveys all copyright 
ownership to Mayo Foundation in the event that such work is published by Mayo Clinic 
Proceedings. [Mayo Clinic Proceedings] 
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