


Bears March to Victory The men's basketball team defeated 
Amherst College, 90-68, to win its first NCAA Division III Men's 
Basketball National Championship on March 22. Senior Troy Ruths 
(right) scored 33 points to lead the Bears past Amherst, the defend­
ing national champions, at the Salem Civic Center in Salem, Virginia. 
Mark Edwards, A.B. '69, who improved his overall coaching record 
to 477-233 in 27 seasons, was named The UPS Store/NABC Division III 
Coach of the Year. Ruths, who was named the Most Outstanding Player 
of the NCAA Championship, was awarded the prestigious Jostens 
Trophy as the Division III Player of the Year. In the championship game, 
he was 9-of-13 from the field and hit a career-high 15-of-17 from 

the foul line. Sophomore Aaron Thompson added 19 points and four 
assists, and joined Ruths on the All-Tournament Team. Overa ll, the 
Bears shot 60 percent (30-50) from the field for the game, including a 
sizzling 70 percent (14-20) in the second half. Washington U. also hit 
23-of-28 (82.1 percent) from the foul line in the victory. The Division III 
Championship is the first for any men's team at the University. 
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Alumna Terri Libenson 
creates a syndicated 
comic strip, The Pajama 
Diaries. She draws 
inspiration from her life 
and the lives of her friends 
and fans (page 28) 
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Cover. Mark Manary (inset), professor of pediatrics, 
is fighting child malnutrition in Malawi and Sierra 
Leone, Africa, using apeanut-based ready-to-use 
therapeutic food. (Photos. Jeanne Gibbons, collage.· 
Donna Boyd) 

Sylvia Hardy, who studied 
art and anthropology, 
participated in research 
opportunities as an 
undergraduate (page 17) 

FEATURES 
ARecipe to Save Young Lives12 Professors Mark Manary and Patricia Wolff work 
tirelessly to end child malnutrition in Africa and Haiti. 

Impacting the World- BeforeGraduation17 Undergraduates conduct resea rch with leading faculty 
and create new knowledge that has a lasting impact not 
only on their own lives but on society as well. 

Economic Evolution 22 An expansive researcher, Professor Glenn MacDonald 
weighs in on big business questions, from recessions to 
investor protection in deve loping countries. 

Open Hearts Open Opportunities2S Alumnus George Bauer and his wife, Carol, dedicate 
themselves to others. Their global stewardship helps 
newborns, high school and COllege students, and young 
women in distress. 

Two Kids and a Comic Strip28 Alumna Terri Libenson draws from real-life ups and 
downs to create the funny and thou ghtful syndicated 
comic strip, The Pajama Diaries. 

Playing for the Children 31 The Linus Foundation's board of directors consists of four 
young alumni. Sponsoring social events in six cities, they 
support fun , innova tive programs that empower kids. 

AI Hotchner's life has 
been riveting, from 
meeting and writing 
about famous authors 
to helping children with 
life-threatening illnesses 
(page 34) 
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Agent for Change Advocates for Organ Donations 


I
n 2003, Carson Smith, Arts & Sciences Class of '09, was 
diagnosed with pulmonary hypertension (high blood 
pressure in the lungs). In addition, she has pulmonary 
veno occlusive disease (PVOD), a rare condition where 

fibrous materials grow in the veins of the lungs. Smith is 
on the waiting list at Children's Hospital for a double lung 
transplant-the only known cure for PVOD. 

"As soon as I was diagnosed, I began educating others 
about pulmonary hypertension and the importance of 
organ donation," she says. Smith spoke at civic groups in 
her hometown of Paducah, Kentucky, and served as 
the "poster girl" for a team that was raising money 
for the Children's Organ Transplant Association. 

With Smith's help, the 
team raised more 
than $200,000. This 
accomplishment 
earned her a spot on 
Toyota's "100 Young 
People Most Likely 

to Change the 
World" list. 

During summer 2007, Smith interned at the Pulmonary 
Hypertension Association in the advocacy department. 

"I so much want people to be aware of this illness and 
the way it can disrupt your life," she says. "Having a strong 
support network is key to sustaining as normal a life as 
possible, and that is hard to achieve when so few people 
know about pulmonary hypertension." 

After being contacted by Second Wind-St. Louis, a non­
profit organization that assists people in the area who have 

undergone or are awaiting lung transplant surgery, 
Smith served as speaker and co-host of their 

Lung Walk SK fundraiser, held in October 2007. 

With Smith's help, the team raised 

more tha n for the 

organization . This accom pl ishment 

earned her a spot on Toyota 's" 1 00 

Yo ung People Most Like ly to Change 

the World" list. 

She also promoted the walk by doing 
interviews for television and radio. 

"I hope to be a part of the lung 
wa lk this coming year," she says. ''It is 
a wonderful event for a great cause." 

After graduation, Smith is 
considering a career in public health 
policy or hospital administration. 

"No matter what, 1 hope I can 
continue to educate people and make 

the lives of patients easier," she says. 
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Alumni Eric Kuhn (left, center) 
and Jon Oembling (right, 
center) meet with boys from 
Harlem RBI, Kuhn and 
Oembling's Linus 
Foundation spon­
sors programs 
at the youth 
organization, 

T
he sweat drips off your forehead. You're thirsty.  

It's summer, and hot in Harlem, You're in the  
stands, waiting for the game to begin.  

Then the Linus Lobos take the field, They're  
dressed in new uniforms, dark blue jerseys and gray pants,  

You remember the feel of a pressed, fresh uniform and 
the thrill of choosing a number. A warm breeze blows, 
The ump says, "Batter up," 

The 7-year-olds, only "knee-high to a grasshopper," 
don't seem to notice the heat . It's baseball season, They're 
ready to play, 

jon Dembling and Eric Kuhn remember how much fun 
they had playing baseball as kids, and how it felt to wear 
a new uniform, That's partly why, as co-founders of the 
Linus Foundation, they sponsor the Linus Lobos team 
from Harlem RBI. 

Harlem RBI (www.harlemrbi.org), recently awarded 
charter school status, offers year-round scholastic and 
athletic programs for inner-city children . 

When Dembling, A.B, 'OS, and Kuhn, A.B. 'OS, firs t met 
the team, Dembling said it felt like a flashback, "When we 
walked into the schoolroom, we saw the cutest little kids 
all sitting at their desks doing their exercises," he says. 
"The teacher introduced us: 'This is Eric and jon . They are 
from the Linus Foundation , They are the ones who make it 
possible for you to do your favorite thing in the world. And 
what's your favorite thing? ' And they yelled, 'Baseball!'" 

Favorite things in the world resonate with Dembling 
and Kuhn, who founded Linus Foundation while students 
at Washington University. One of their favorite things 
was to have a good time with friends. 

The two often hosted social events at off-campus venues. 
They rented buses to carry their friends, upward to 600 people 
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from all affiliations, to a pre-arranged site. The venue owner 
covered the cost of transportation for the guaranteed business. 

Although these social events originally focused just on 
having fun, Dembling and Kuhn recognized the opportunity 
the events provided to raise funds. With graduation only 
months away, they decided to focus their efforts on collect­
ing cover charges at their events, donating all the money 
to a St. Louis charity. Both from the East Coast, Dembling 
and Kuhn had grown to love St. Louis and felt compelled to 
give back, The two promptly teamed with close friend, josh 
Mandel-Brehm, A,B, 'OS, and began considering charities. 

Dembling, a philosophy major; Kuhn, an economics 
major; and Mandel-Brehm, a biology major, chose the 
Kingdom House as a first beneficiary. Kingdom House 
(www.kingdomhouse.org/services) provides child day-care 
and youth after-school programs for low-income families 
who are working, attending school, or training for a job. 
Their donation helped children, and it helped them have 
fun by providing for a summer basketball program. 

When the three discussed a group name, Kuhn 
mentioned the Peanuts®character Linus : a smart little 
boy who needs a blanket for protection, They thought the 
"Linus Foundation" would symbolize their desire to help, 
protect, and inspire kids, The foundation's logo incorpo­
rates a blanket and the phrase: "because every ch ild deserves 
a security blanket. II 

"We recognized many worthy causes in the community, 
but we felt strongly that sometimes the greatest gift to a 
child is a reason to smile, and to feel safe," DembJing says. 

After graduation, Dembling and Kuhn found their way to 
New York City: Dembling working in a law office and Kuhn 
in real estate development, Mandel-Brehm moved to Boston 
to pursue a job in biotech. Another alumnus, jeff Buening, 
B.S.B.A. 'OS, who also had become integrally involved with 
Linus, went to work for NBC. 

NEWS 



The Linus Lobos of 
Harlem RBI sport 
new uniforms, made 
possible by Linus 
Foundation funding. 
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" ...sometimes the greatest gift to a child is a 

reason to smile... ," Dembling says. 

The fo ur committed themselves to starting a branch 
in New York, although bus trips were no longe r an o ption . 
After pooling m oney and planning for six mo nths, they 
hosted a forma l attire cocktail party, "Have a Heart for 
Linus, " in February 2006. 

"We started pricing things," Kuhn says. "We fi gured 
if we could ge t 200 people at $100, we'd have $20,000. 
Spending $10,000 on the party would leave us a pretty 
good margin to donate." 

During this time, the Linus Foundation became a 
50l(c)(3) organ iza tion. The young men put together a Web 
site (vvww.linusfoundation.o rg), solicited sponsors, sold 
tickets, and searched for a cha rity- all in their spare time. 

In choosing a charity, the gro up wanted an organi za­
tion that was big enough to be efficient and well-run, 
but small enough that their donation was goi n g to really 
make a difference. 

"Wh en you ' re trying to get ot her young professionals 
excited about something," Dembling says, "you need to 
he able to say, 'Look, look what this $5,000 can do.' On 
our Web Site, you can see photos of Harlem RBI's Linus 
Lobos with the Linus Foundation sponsor o n their backs, 
and that's exciting." 

O ver the last few years, Linus has parlayed a lot 
of support and enthusiasm beyond New York 
and 5t. Louis. Four o ther branches fl o urish in 

Atlanta, Boston, Ch icago, and Londo n-thanks 
in large part to Buening and Mandel-Brehm bringing 
other close friends into the fold . Other fundrai sing events 
include "Linus Bats for Kids," "Linus Lights Up Chicago," 
"Linus Plays the Blues," and "Leap into Linus. " These 
events serve to connect young leaders, and they se rve as 
a quasi-Reunion of Washingto n University friends who 
come from all ove r the country to attend. They also draw 
famil y membe rs and other friends, all in the name of 
having a grea t time for a grea t ca use. . 

Of the foundation's 60+ volunteers, two o ther al umni 
are on the national board: Josh Fa rber, B.S.B.A. 'OS, is vice 
president of finance, and John Woock, B.S.B.M. E. 'OS, is 
vice presiden t of programming. Jennifer Willi ams and 
Sarah Williamson, graduates of Boston University and 
Boston College, respectively, also are board members. 

As board directors, Dembling, Kuhn, Mandel-Brehm, 
and Buening consult with all branches. Each branch must 
live up to the Linus Fo undation's mission: "dedicated 
to suppor ting fun, innovative programs that educate 
and empower children, encouraging them to reach the 
full power of their own potential." At the same time, 
branches have autonomy. Kuhn believes it's integral to 
allow volunteers to contribute their own special talents, 
whether in finance, marke ting, graphic design, law, or 
whatever else it may be. 

Tapping into others' potential runs through the 
organization and its charities, to which Linus has given 
$70,000 over three years. 

Working with Groundwork, a nonprofit that provides 
high-quality educatio na l programs and support services 
to families in Brooklyn, the Linus Foundation provided 
funding for travel. When Dembling and Kuhn learned 
that children who live in this area often do not leave the 
nine-block radius of their neighborhood, they signed on 
to help. Last summer, one Groundwork group went on a 
wilderness adventure, and another went to Williamsburg, 
Virginia, to learn hi story and visit the Col lege of William 
& Mary-and to learn about educational possibilities. 

Looking toward th e foundation's future, the board is 
nne-tuning its business model, moving beyond just bei ng 
an intermediary raising money. 

"Our goal is to donate more than just dollars to our 
beneficiaries-we want to use our resources to implement 
programs that we can help grow," says Dembling, now in 
law school at the Unive rsity. "We want to be involve d in 
h elpi ng these programs sustain themselves by bringing in 
volunteers, those who have expressed an interest at our 
social events," Kuhn adds. 

And both stress that Linus volunteers are in this for the 
lo ng haul , because they're in it forem os t fo r the kids. 

Running toward ho me base, the little Lo bo hears his 
coach yell, "Slide." Not hesitating, he hits the brown 
dirt, trusting his new pants will carry him over the plate. 
Before the dust settles, he hears, "Safe l " .. . because every 
child deserves a level playing field. ~ 

Terri Nappier is edito r o f thiS magazine. 

http:vvww.linusfoundation.org
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A.E. Hotchner, A.B. '40, J.D. '40 

On campus, people know 
his name from the studio 
theater and an annual 
playwriting competition. 

In New York and Hollywood, it seems as 
though he is on a first-name basis with 
everyone. And across the country, his 
name can be found on every bottle of 
Newman's Own salad dressing. 

A.E. (Aaron Edward) Hotchner has 
an endless fund of stories about the 
famous and infamous people he has 
known during his remarkable career. The 
author of 16 books, a dozen plays and 
musicals, scores of scripts for television 
and movies, and countless magazine 
articles, he also serves as vice president of 
Newman's Own, Inc., which he launched 
in 1982 with his neighbor and fishing 
buddy Paul Newman. The company 
donates all of its profits to charity-more 
than $200 million to date. 

Hotchner has always managed to 
accomplish more than most people. He 
grew up in St. Louis, graduated from 
Soldan High School, and attended 
Washington University, where he 
earned both history and law degrees 
in six years. During his spare time, he 
wrote a column for Student Life, edited 
the literary magazine The Eliot, was a 

contributing editor of the law quarterly, performed in 
student theatricals, competed on the debate team, and 
played intramural volleyball, where he was the set-up 
man for his team's star player, "Spike" Moldafsky. To pay 
for books and meals, he held down a series of part-time 
jobs, from organizing fraternity parties to promoting 
Marx Brothers movies dressed as Harpo. 

He loved every moment. Today, he says: "When you 
have tough times, school is a bright place. It's clean, it 
has order, it has a cafeteria with food in it, it has all the 
things you don't have at home. The more I could achieve 
at school, the better life was." 

The tough times included growing up during the 
Depression. Hotchner's experience was often brutal-at 
age 12, he was reduced at one point to eating paper-but 
he found escape by excelling in school. His resiliency and 
survival are described in two bittersweet memoirs, King 
of the Hill and Looking for Miracles, currently available 

A 

Multi-Storied 


Life 




in bookstores as The Boyhood Memoirs ofA.E. Hotc/1I1er. A failure, and don't overestimate success. It was a tenet 
movie version of King of the Hill, produced by his friend he lived by and a legacy I treasure." 
Robert Redford and directed by Steven Soderbergh, was Hotchner worked at Cosmopolitan for two years 
released in 1994. before he left to become a freelance writer. His work has 

Washington University offered Hotchner a always focused on perceptive portrayals of individuals, 
scholarship, but the summer before he was to enroll, he from historical novels, such as The Man Who Lived at 
was notified that no funds were available. In desperation, the Ritz, to biographies of Doris Day and Sophia Loren. 
he appealed to the Scholarship Foundation of St. Louis, He says, "The real reward for a writer is when you are 
which provided the opportunity that would change his able to capture, really capture a person on paper." 
life. Hotchner describes it in Looking for Miracles as "the 
gift of being myself, of feeling equal; the light-hearted joy Sharing gifts of fun and learningof looking forward; of feeling that someday I would be 
everyth ing tha t I cou ld be." Hotchner maintains that "I never planned anything, 

At college, he says, "I did so many things because r ever. Opportunities came along." The food business 
could never decide what I wanted to do." Following his was no exception. It began with a batch of salad 
performance in the annual Law Day entertainment, a dressing that Hotchner helped Newman mix up in 
beloved law professor, Tyrell Williams, took him aside. his basement with a canoe paddle . Newman's Own 
Hotchner recaJIs: "He said in his measured way, 'Mr. became the first company to put all-natural foods in 
Hotchner, I have no doubt that you will make a very fine supermarkets. With the motto "There are three rules 
lav"yer. I've never given this advice before, but I think for running a bUSiness-fortunately we don't know 
you'd be even better fitted to writing and doing things in any of them," the two friends succeeded by insisting 
the entertainment world.' His words stayed with me." on quality and relying on their own irreverent brand 

of public relations. 
Twenty years ago, Hotchner and Newman usedCharting a literary course 

some of their early profits to create the Hole in the 
A number of professors recognized his talent, but it took Wall Gang summer camp for children with life­
World War n to help him find his career. He practiced threatening illnesses. Today, 14 affiliated camps have 
law briefly in St . Louis with Taylor, Mayer, Shifrin & been built in the United States and abroad, which 
Willer before entering the Air Force, where his hopes for served 15,000 children and their families free of 
seeing action were dashed when he was assigned to make charge last year. Hotchner is a director of the Hole in 
a movie on anti-submarine warfare . He ended up as a the Wall Gang Fund and produces memorable benefit 
major, heading the European bureau of Air Force maga­ galas featuring Hollywood stars ranging from Jack 
zine. After the war, Hotchner deCided to stay on in Paris. Nicholson to Tom Hanks to Julia Roberts. 
He remembers, "J sent a very arrogant letter to Mr. Shifrin, At Washington University, Hotchner has been 
informing him that it was nice of him to keep my position helping students for 25 years. Henry I. Schvey, 
open, but that r had gone on to bigger and better things." professor of drama and comparative literature, 

When his severance pay ran out two years later, he says: "Hotch's generosity, encouragement, and 
returned to New York. The only job available was what he friendship have been instrumental in building the 
describes as "a literary bounty hunter"-tracking down Performing Arts Department. His support has included 
former contributors to Cosmopolitan (then a literary maga­ scholarships; collaboration with the Actor 's StudiO 
zine) and asking them to write for the magazine again. tha t brought such legendary acting teachers as Shelley 
The intimidating list included Dorothy Parker, Sinclair Winters and Ellen Burstyn to campus to work with 
Lewis, Edna Ferber, John Steinbeck-and Ernest Hemingway. students; and the A.E. Hotchner Playwriting Festival, 

Hemingway agreed to meet Hotchner in Havana a revival of the English 16 playwriting competition 
in 1948. They went on to form a close friendship and that he won as a student here in 1937." 
bUSiness association that lasted until Hemingway's death From Washington University, Hotchner received a 
in 1961. At Hemingway's request, Hotchner adapted Founders Day Distinguished Alumni Award in 1967, 
many of his friend's works for television, stage, and a Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of 
film, and occasionally served as his agent. In 1966, he Law in 1992, and an honorary doctorate in 1992. 
chronicled their friendship in the best-selling memoir Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton sums up his remarkable 
Papa Hemingway, which has been published in 34 contribution: "A.E. Hotchner's achievements have 
countries. Their correspondence was published in 2005 as inspired generations of students, and he has enriched 
Dear Papa, Dear Hotch, where Hotchner wrote: "The most the creative and cultural life of our campus for 
resounding thing I learned from him was this: Don't fear generations to come." M - Susan Wooleyhal/ Caine 
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