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February 17, 1967 

Dr. Virgil C. Scott 
Medical and Natural Sciences 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
111 West 50th Street 
New York, New York 10020 

Dear Scotty: 

Your letter of January 13 requested information which I 
found it hard to come up with. I found no good sources of 
information here relative to the 24 hour average weight of 
stool from children and adults. I wonder if such information 
might not be obtained from a parasitologist? One who I think 
might be likely to have such data is Dr. Robert Yaeger at 
Tulane. 

In addition, I recently was asked to afford an editorial 
review of a paper coming from Egypt in which there had been 
determination of porphyrins in stool specimens with results 
recorded on the per gram basis. The author of that paper was 
a Dr. El Mofty from Cairo. If you were to write to him, you 
better not use my name since I was an impartial reviewer on 
his paper. 

Another thought is that Dr. Theodore Van Itallie at 
St. Luke's Hospital in New York has engaged in metabolic 
balance studies and might have such information. I am very 
sorry that I cannot give you this specific data myself. 

With warm regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert F.. Shank, M. D. 



Rhe Rockefeller Foundation 
111 WEST 5 0 th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020 

MEDICAL AND NATURAL SCIENCES CABLE: ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-8100 

January 13, 1967 

Dear Bob: 

Wonder if you can help me with the attached copy of a 
request for information from our St. Lucia schistosomiasis staff. 
I would think that scientists working in the field of nutrition would 
he most likely to have data of this kind. References, if any are 
available, would be much appreciated. 

Thanks. All the best. 

Sincerely yours, 

Q 
Virgil C. Scott, M.D. 
Associate Director 

Dr. Robert Shank 
Chairman, Dept, of Preventive Medicine 
Washington Univ. School of Medicine 
660 South Euclid Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63110 

VCS:dh 
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RESEARCH & CONTROL DEPARTMENT, 

P.O. BOX 93. 
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Dear Scotty: 

f 2 19871 l>\ 

10th January, .,,..2.: 

I 

Have you any contacts in the US who would 
be able to give you the average weight of a 2h hour 
stool from children (7-12 years approx.) and adults? 

I am looking into the possible variations in 
the weight of a 2^- hour specimen amongst people on 
different diets. If, as I suspect there are 
differences, then egg loads expressed per gramme of 
stool will not be strictly comparable from different 
areas. 

If you can, by any chance, find average 
weights from different countries so much the better. 

Dr. Virgil Scott, 
Associate Director, 
Rockefeller Foundation, 
111 West 50th Street, 
New York. N.Y. 10020. 

PJ:tpl 

You cerely. 

Peter J 
Dir 

, M.D, 
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March 30, 1964 

Dr. Robert Watson 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
111 West 50th Street 
New York 20, New York 

Dear Bob: 

I am attempting to make plans for the return of Doctor 
Dejano Sobral to Rio de Janeiro during the coming summer. 
During the past two years Dr. Sobral has been a trainee 
supported under an NIH Training Grant in our laboratories 
here in the Department of Preventive Medicine. He has 
developed in a most promising way. Certainly he is an 
accomplished biochemist with an interest in adapting his 
knowledge and experience to clinical problems. His present 
appointment ends on June 30, 1964. I have asked for an 
extension of this appointment until August 31 so that he 
might complete a research project in which he is deeply 
involved. 

On a recent visit to Rio de Janeiro I spoke to Doctor 
Clementino Fraga who is making plans for Dr. Sobral*s appoint 
ment on a full-time basis. Apparently insufficient money is 
available at this time, but Dr. Fraga hopes to have it 
available by the time of Dr. Sobral’s return. In addition, 
Dr. Fraga would afford laboratory space for Dr. Sobral in 
the Institute of Nutrition of which he is Director. If 
Dr. Sobral is to immediately resume and develop his research 
activities in Rio de Janeiro, he will require two items of 
equipment which are not now available. These are a Beckmann 
Spectrophotometer with power supply and a Farrand Photo- 
fluorometer. The approximate cost of these two items of 
equipment is $4500. It seems to me very important to attempt 
to seek means of providing this assistance so that there will 
not be interruptions in Dr. Sobral*s research interests and 
activities. I would therefore like to inquire whether the 
Rockefeller Foundation might be able to assist. It also 
would be my plan to aid Dr. Sobral in submission of an 
application for a NIH research grant for support of his 
research. I believe that he is now a fully qualified investi 
gator. Such support could not be expected, however, in less 



Dr. Robert Watson 
March 30, 1964 
Page 2, 

than a year’s time. 

I believe it is very important for us to help Doctor 
Sobral and Dr. Fraga in making this adaptation. I firmly 
believe that this young man may make very important 
contributions to Brazilian medicine. There is already a 
large investment in him by the Rockefeller Foundation and 
by Washington University. I hope the Foundation will he 
able to assist us in securing the best possible opportunity 
for Dr, Sobral in Brazil! 

With warm regards, 

Sincerely yours. 

Robert E. Shank, M. D 



December 13, 1962 

Dr. Henry W. Kumm 
Associate Director 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
ill West 50th Street 
New York 20, New York 

Dear Dr. Kumm: 

I am replying to your letter of December 4th concerning 
your proposed visit to Washington University on Thursday, 
January 17th. 

Unfortunately, I will be in Bethesda on that date at 
meetings of the Human Ecology Study Section. I am very anxious 
to meet and discuss with you the program of training of 
Dr. Araujo and Dr. Sobral. I would therefore hope that you 
might possibly make your visit to St. Louis on another date, 
although I am embarrassed to make this request. 

We are enjoying having both of these young men with us. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Robert E, Shank, M. D. 
Danforth Professor of 
Preventive Medicine 



Tine Rockefeller Foundation 
111 WEST 50th STREET, NEW YORK 20 

MEDICAL AND NATURAL SCIENCES CABLE: R0CKF0UND, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: C0LUMBUS 5 - 8 1 00 

December 4, 1962 

Dear Doctor Shank: 

I am thinking of visiting Washington University 
on Thursday, January 17, 1963. 

Will it be convenient if I call on you at 
11:30 a.m. that day and talk with Dr. Araujo and 
Dr. Sobral shortly thereafter? 

Sincerely yours 

Henry W. Kuram,D 
Associate Director 

Dr. Robert Shank 
Department of Preventive Medicine 
Washington University School 

of Medicine 
St. Louis, Missouri 

HWK:em 

cc: Dr. Paulo Araujo 
Dr. Dejano T. Sobral 



The Rockefeller Foundation 
HI WEST 50th STREET. NEW YORK 20 

MEDICAL AND NATURAL SCONCES 
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December 19, 1962 

! 
Dear Dr. Shank: 

Your letter of December 13"th has reached me and I am 
sure that it will be important to meet you and to discuss with 
you the programs of training for Drs. Araujo)and Sobral. I 

/ had originally planned to see my four fellows in St. Louis on 
Thursday, January 17th and then on Friday to go to Carbondale, 
Illinois via Marion to see one fellow who is studying at the 
University of Southern Illinois. It might be possible to switch 
my scheduled visits for January 17th and 18th if I could talk 
with you on January 18th. Another possibility is Saturday 
morning, January 19th. My present plan is to leave St. Louis 
on Saturday, January 19th at 4:00 p.m. on TWA flight # 69 for 
San Francisco. 

Please let me know whether it will be more convenient 
to talk with you on Friday, January 18th or on Saturday morning, 
January 19th. At Washington University I have two fellows with 
Dr. Jack Davies in the Department of Anatomy and two in your 
department. 

Associate Director 

Dr. Robert E. Shank 
Department of Preventive Medicine and 

Public Health 
School of Medicine 
V/ashing ton University 
St. Louis, Missouri 

HWK:bjp 



October 4, 1962 

Dr. Virgil C. Scott 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
Medical and Natural Sciences 
111 West 50th Street 
New York 20, New York 

Dear Scottys 

We shall love to have you visit us here! Please let us 
know about your arrival time and whether we can make reservations 
for you. 

I probably will have to leave for Washington late in the 
afternoon on the 31st. but shall keep the rest of the day free. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Shank, M. D 







Tire Rockefeller Foundation 
-1-U.WEST 5 Oth STREET, NEW YORK 20-- 

MEDICAL AND NATURAL SCIENCES CABLE: ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-8100 

December 2, I960 

Dear Bob: 

While talking with Bob Watson on the telephone this 
morning (he is in Memphis), I learned that he probably is not 
going to be able to get to St. Louis during his present home 
leave. In view of this I brought up the question you raised 
concerning the request from Dr. William Cope of ICA for a 
consultant in preventive medicine. For various reasons he 
thought this person would not be suitable. 

Sincerely yours, 

Virgil C. Scott, M.D. 
Associate Director 

Dr. Robert Shank 
Professor of Preventive Medicine 
Washington Univ. School of Medicine 
Euclid and Kingshighway 
St. Louis 10, Missouri 

VCS:dh 



November 30, 1960 

Dr. Virgil C. Scott 
Associate Director 
Medical and Natural Sciences 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
111 West 50th Street 
New York 20, New York 

Dear Scottys 

It was a wonderful experience for us to have you visit 
with us earlier in the month. We only wish that this could 
happen more frequently and more leisurely. 

I am very grateful to you for having talked to Jack Maier 
about possible persons we might consider for appointment as 
epidemiologist. I shall alert Lillian so that she can do a bit 
of survey work for us while she is in England. 

With fond regards, 
Sincerely yours, 

Robert E. Shank, M. D 



Tine Rockefeller Foundation 
111 WEST 50th STREET, NEW YORK 20 

MEDICAL AND NATURAL SCIENCES CABLE: R0CKF0UND, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: C0LUMBUS 5-8 1 00 

November 23, I960 

Dear Bob: 

It was a great pleasure being back in St. Louis. I 
want to thank you for your warm hospitality. It was indeed 
almost a homecoming. 

I have talked with Jack Maier about your possible 
interest in recruiting a chronic epidemiologist in the U.K. 
Jack is our expert on Western Europe and on Turkey, Iran, 
and Pakistan. He would be happy to make suggestions to Lillian 
on her way through New York and will provide letters of intro¬ 
duction for her for Jerry Morris at the London Hospital, Reid 
at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, etc. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Virgil C. Scott, M.D. 
Associate Director 

Dr. Robert Shank 
Chairman, Dept, of 
Preventive Medicine 

Washington University 
School of Medicine 
Euclid and Kingshighway 
St. Louis 10, Missouri 





the Rockefeller Poland action 
111 WEST 50th STREET, NEW YORK 20 

MEDICAL AND NATURAL SCIENCES CABLE: ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-8100 

October 11, I960 

Dear Bob: 

This is just a note to let you know that Bob Morison and 
I are tentatively planning to spend Monday and Tuesday, November 14 
and 15, in St. Louis. I presume that Ed Dempsey will arrange some 
kind of a schedule for us. 

Please tell Lillian that I spent a couple of hours last week 
with Sheila Sherlock at the Royal Free Hospital in London. I hope 
she will enjoy working in a "hut" perched on top of the hospital. 

I am looking forward to seeing you. 

Sincerely yours, 

*J 
Virgil C. Scott, M.D. 
Associate Director 

Dr. Robert Shank 
Professor of Preventive Medicine 
Washington Univ. School of Medicine 
Euclid and Kingshighway 
St. Louis 10, Missouri 

VCStdh 



the Rockefeller Foundation 
111 WEST 50 th STREET, NEW YORK' 20 

MEDICAL AND NATURAL SCIENCES CABLE: ROCKFOUNO, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-8100 

September 14, I960 

Dear Dr. Shank: 

We have today received your letter of September 12th 

and the package of blueprints for Dr. Ernani Braga in Rio. We 

shall be glad to send these down to him. 

Dr. Weir left last week on a month's trip to Europe 

and Africa. 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary to Dr. John M. Weir 

Dr. Robert Shank 
Department of Preventive Medicine 

and Public Health 
Washington University School of Medicine 
Euclid Avenue and Kingshighway 
Saint Louis, Missouri 





the Rockefeller Fo el rL elation. 
111 WEST 50 th STREET, NEW YORK 20 

MEDICAL AND NATURAL SCIENCES CABLE: ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-8100 

May 27, I960 

Dear Bob; 

This is in reference to your letter of May 11, I960. 
When Ed Dempsey was in the office week before last I sat in on 
most of the discussion with Bob Morison but I had to leave early 
to catch a plane. Bob tells me that he plans to accept an 
invitation from Ed to visit Washington University Medical School 
early in the fall and that he will be glad to review with you 
the program in preventive medicine at that time. There are 
several proposals from the Medical School pending, and it would 
be preferable from our standpoint to consider them together rather 
than separately. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Virgil C. Scott, M.D. 
Associate Director 

Dr. Robert E. Shank 
Danforth Prof, of Preventive Medicine 
Washington Univ. School of Medicine 
Euclid Avenue and Kingshighway 
St. Louis, Missouri 

VCS:dh 



May 11, 1960 

Dr. Virgil C. Scott 
Associate Director 
Medical and Natural Sciences 
The Rockefeller Foundation \ 
111 West 50th Street 
New York 20, New York 

Dear Scotty* 

I enjoyed thoroughly the opportunity of having a little 
time with you in Atlantic City. It couldn't help but remind 
me how much we still miss you in St. Louis. 

I am afraid that I did not state myself totally clearly 
in my letter of April 28th. The real needs for the Department 
of Preventive Medicine are in excess of the $50,000 during a 
five year period. Actually our appraisal is to put the Depart¬ 
ment totally on its feet and to orient it completely to larger 
opportunities for the future, larger amounts of money are required. 
This could be very adequately accomplished with a grant of 
$50,000 per year for a five year period and could be strongly 
supported if $50,000 were available annually for a three year 
period. There is agreement within the school that the Department 
will be supported in its development, but funds are not available 
to accomplish this immediately. Our problem is critical and 
acute because we are at this time inadequately staffed to fully 
meet our teaching and other commitments. We believe that the 
Department has important other contributions to make but at 
this time we are unable to undertake these because of inadequa¬ 
cies of staff and space. 

I hope that I have presented our problems clearly, but I 
would be willing to answer any questions which you may have or 
to make a trip to New York to discuss these problems more fully. 
I am sure also that Ed Dempsey will be willing to do these things 
for you also on his visit next Tuesday. 



Dr. Virgil Scott 
May 11, 1960 
Page 2. 

We shall be most grateful for any consideration given 
our request. 

With kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert E. Shank, M. D. 
Danforth Professor of 

Preventive Medicine 
Head of the Department 



the Rockefeller Pori rid at ion 
111 WEST 50th STREET, NEW YORK 20 

MEDICAL AND NATURAL SCIENCES CABLE: ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-8100 

May 9, I960 

Dear Bob: 

I understand that Ed Dempsey -will be in New York on 
Tuesday, May 17, and will be in to talk with Bob Mbrison and me 
about various aspects of the Medical School including, I believe, 
preventive medicine. I have your letter of April 28 about your 
present program and future plans, and I enjoyed the opportunity of 
talking with you about these in Atlantic City. I interpret your 
request as stated in the material on page 2 to be in the total 
amount of $50,000 available over a five year period. This would 
then supplement the $75,000 from the Danforth Foundation over a 
similar period of time. If I have misinterpreted, please correct 
me. 

I don’t know whether we will be able to be helpful or not, 
but we shall give it careful and thoughtful consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 

Virgil C. Scott, M.D. 
Associate Director 

Dr. Robert E. Shank 
Danforth Prof, of Prev. Ivfedicine 
Washington Univ. School of Medicine 
Euclid Avenue and Kingshighway 
St. Louis 10, Missouri 

VCS:dh 



WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

SAINT LOUIS 

DEPARTMENT OF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE 

AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

EUCLID AVENUE AND KINSSHISHWAY 

April 28, 1960 

Dr* Virgil Scott 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
111 West 50th Street 
New York 20, New York 

Dear Scottyt 

I am writing to inquire concerning the possible interest 
of the Rockefeller Foundation in assisting the Department of 
Preventive Medicine at Washington University in meeting new 
opportunities. As you will recall, I discussed this briefly 
with you in a recent telephone call. 

The past ten years have been a period of reorientation and 
development of new roles for the Department within the School. 
The specific and noteworthy developments have included leader¬ 
ship by the Department of Preventive Medicine in establishing 
and carrying responsibility for the Coordinated Teaching Program, 
the securing of $500,000 of endowment for the Department from 
the Danforth Foundation, the planning and construction of the 
new Wohl Clinic Building as a new and more appropriate setting 
for the Coordinated Outpatient Teaching Program, and the planning, 
staffing and initiation of a new comprehensive rehabilitation 
program which is housed in the new Irene Walter Johnson Institute 
of Rehabilitation. It is our belief that the Department has 
through these activities contributed importantly to the develop¬ 
ment of the teaching and research interests of the School. 

The committments resulting from this expansion of interests 
of the Department have brought new problems which must be resolved 
at an early date or it will be impossible for it to carry its 
present responsibilities or develop in any other way. on© major 
need for staffing remains in the general area of epidemiology. 



Dr. Virgil Scott 
April 28, 1960 
Page 2. 

In an effort to permit this development, we have already secured 
a grant of $15,000 annually for five years from the Danforth 
Foundation to apply on the salary of a new staff member in 
epidemiology. 

The problems which currently exist and stand in the way of 
the Department continuing to carry its obligations or to develop 
in any further way are the need for two additional staff members 
and for additional space for laboratories and offices. The 
space need would be met by doubling the space occupied by the 
Department on the second floor of the old Clinic Building. Costs 
of rehabilitating this space could be met by the University if 
other support were available for the continuing needs of the 
Department during a three to five year period. I would, therefore, 
like to request consideration by the Foundation of our request 
for support in the amount of $50,000 for five years. With this 
support we would proceed to develop the staff to meet its existing 
obligations in a more effective way and to add a unit in epidemi¬ 
ology. During the course of the five year period as space became 
available we would add three additional staff members, one of 
these with support of the Danforth Foundation grant. At the end 
of this time the Department would be in a position to carry on 
without outside support. 

I make this appeal because our needs are imminent and 
critical. Without this assistance we can only look forward to 
retrenchment and ineffective utilization of the opportunities 
which have very generously been made available to us by the 
Medical School. 



Dr* Virgil Scott 
April 28, 1960 
Page 3. 

Please understand that this letter is exploratory and 
written with full knowledge and consent of the Dean, Dr. Edward 
Dempsey• We shall be pleased to furnish more information or 
to prepare a formal request at any time that it might be desired 
by the Foundation. 

With kindest regards to you, Evelyn and your fine family. 

Very sincerely, 

Robert E. Shank, M. D. 
Danforth Professor of Preventive 

Medicine 
Head of the Department 



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20 

MEDICAL AND NATURAL SCIENCES Cable Address: 

Rockfound, New York 

Telephone: 

COlumbus 5-8100 

October 16, 1959 

Dear Doctor Shank: 

Thank you for your letter of October 14 concerning my suggested 

visit to St. Louis on November 6. 

Since there are a number of other people whom I must see at that 

time, I think I had better go ahead with the visit as planned. I did have 

a chance to talk to Doctor Barreto in Iowa City last summer. 

Associate Director 

Dr. Robert E. Shank 

Professor and Head 

Dept, of Preventive Medicine and Public Health 

Washington Univ. School of Medicine 
Euclid and Kingshighway 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 

HWK:MAS 



October 14, 1959 

Dr. Henry W. Kunuu 
Associate Director 
Medical and Natural Sciences 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
49 West 49th Street 
New York 20, New York 

Dear Dr. Kumm: 

I apologise for my delay in replying to your letter of 
September 29th, but I have been awaiting the clarification of 
our plans here. 

We, of course, will be more than delighted to have you 
visit with us here in St. Louis. Unfortunately, the date of 
Friday, November 6, is one on which practically all our staff, 
including Dr. Barreto, will be out of town attending meetings 
of the Central society for Clinical Research in Chicago. These 
are annual meetings at which members of our staff are likely 
to appear on the program, reporting findings in their research. 
In this particular meeting, four members of our staff have been 
selected to present papers. We feel fortunate indeed to have 
gotten so many of our papers on the program. 

I do regret, however, that this represents a conflict 
with the date of your proposed visit and sincerely hope that 
we can plan another time of convenience to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert E. Shank, M. D 











THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 
49 Wmt 49th Stuit 
Nzw You 20. N. Y. 

Saar Doctor Barreto: 

Favorable action has been taken by the officers of The Rockefeller 

Foundation to extend your fellowship for a period of -three months beginning 

May 30, 1959, with stipend of $250 per month, plus authorized fees and travel 

expenses. This will enable you to take the course in radioisotope techniques 

at the Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies in June and to return to Wash¬ 

ington University to continue yotir clinical activities for an additional 

two months. 

Sincerely yours, 

Virgil C. Scott, M.D. 
Assistant Director 

Dr, Henrique Barreto 
Dept, of Preventive Medicine and Public Health 
Washington Univ. School of Medicine 
Euclid and Kingshighway 
St. Louis 10, Missouri 

VCSiMAS 
Copy to Dr. Jose Maria de Freitas 

Dr. R. B. Watson 
Or. Robert E. Shank 


