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FEATURES

Jam
es Byard

COVER FEATURE: On Jan. 19, 2006, Professor William 
 McKinnon and a team of scientists launched a spacecraft, 
New Horizons, from Cape  Canaveral, Florida. On July 14, 
2015, after nine and a half years, New Horizons reached 
its destination — Pluto — some 3 billion miles away. Over 
the next year, the spacecraft will continue sending data 
collected during the 22-hour  flyby back to Earth. So far, 
the much-anticipated information has been worth the 
wait, pg. 12. (Cover image & above: James Byard, shot at the 
James S. McDonnell Planetarium, courtesy of Saint Louis 
Science Center; projected image of blue haze around Pluto, 
courtesy of NASA/JHUAPL/SwRI)

“As exciting as the physical redevelopment of the 
east end of campus is, we’re doing this for our 
people, our faculty and students — to give the 
university  capacity to expand key academic 
programs and  create opportunities for greater 
interdisciplinary interaction.” 
— Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton

CONCEPTUAL VIEW:  
East end of Danforth Campus redevelopment, pg. 26
(Michael Vergason Landscape Architects)
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We began the new 

academic year with 

a lively Convocation 

(picture at right) on 

August 20, when we 

welcomed 1,734 new 

students and their 

parents and family 

members to the 

Washington University 

community. The 

Class of 2019 is bright, 

talented and diverse. 

Members come from 

23 countries and all 50 states. And 18 percent are 

underrepresented minority students, which is up 

from 11 percent last year. 

We are making progress on our commitment to 

make a Washington University education accessible 

and affordable, regardless of a student’s financial 

circumstances. The incoming class this year shows 

another year-over-year increase in the fraction of 

students who are Pell Grant–eligible, up to over 

11 percent compared to about 8 percent last year. 

Continued progress in strengthening socioeconomic 

diversity depends on enhancing financial aid 

resources and attracting talented students from all 

segments of society to our applicant pool.

During Convocation, we talked about goals. 

Our new students join our university not to com-

pete with each other, but to set their own goals as 

guideposts for success. All of us here do our best 

to help them realize their potential and to provide 

the education they need to become effective 

leaders — leaders who will help us meet the major 

challenges of the 21st century. 

In this issue, we showcase a few of our most 

outstanding people — faculty, students, alumni 

and friends — and programs as examples of how 

we bring benefits to our region, nation and world. 

Doubtless you have heard about the long-

awaited flyby of Pluto by NASA’s New Horizons 

spacecraft this past summer. But you may not 

have heard that one of our own faculty, William 

McKinnon, is a key contributor to the mission. 

He dreamed of exploring the outer limits of our 

solar system some 25 years ago, and he has 

worked in collaboration with other leading 

scientists to make that dream a reality. Alumni are 

contributing to the mission, too, including Kelsi 

Singer, MA ’08, PhD ’13. As a graduate student, 

Singer was inspired by McKinnon’s dream and 

made studying Pluto her own life’s work. 

Washington University students contribute 

to society in many ways during their time at the 

university. The Richard A. Gephardt Institute for 

Civic and Community Engagement provides the 

infrastructure to support student engagement. 

At its 10-year anniversary, the Gephardt Institute 

has a renewed mission, and its Civic Scholars are 

leading the way, developing into engaged citizens 

who are helping build strong communities. 

Ever focused on our people and programs, 

the university is planning a two-year project of 

unprecedented scope that will transform the 

east end of the Danforth Campus. Set to begin 

after Commencement in 2017, the plan involves 

two new academic buildings; two multi-use 

pavilions; a new entrance to Kemper Art Museum; 

terraces and courtyards; and an 800-car,  two-level 

underground parking garage. The project will 

enhance the campus for faculty and students — 

and give the university capacity to expand key 

academic programs and create opportunities for 

greater interdisciplinary education and research.

A recent model highlighting the university’s 

resolve for greater interdisciplinary interaction 

is the Thomas and Jennifer Hillman Hall for the 

Brown School, which we dedicated October 2. 

Hillman Hall promotes faculty, student and staff 

interaction and enhances Brown’s ability to engage 

community partners and stimulate dialogue among 

social work, public health and policy experts. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of Washington. 

As always, we welcome your comments and ideas; 

email the editor at wustlmageditor@wustl.edu. 

Thank you for your interest and support.

Sincerely,

Mark S. Wrighton

Chancellor

M
ark Katzm

an

On a Mission
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LETTER FROM THE CHANCELLOR

(Photo of Convocation: James Byard)

FIRST LOOK

“The Class of 2019 

is bright, talented 

and diverse. 

Members come 

from 23 countries 

and all 50 states.

And 18 percent 

are underrepre-

sented minority 

students … up 

from 11 percent 

last year.”

  — Mark S. Wrighton
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Total number of students — one of the 
largest classes ever

Number of countries represented 

The percentage of underrepresented 
minority students in the class

Number of faculty and staff volunteers who 
helped move in the entering class

1,734 

23
18

350

Class of 2019 by the numbers
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David H. Perlmutter, MD, has 
been named executive vice 
chancellor for medical a� airs 
and dean of Washington 
 University School of Medicine 
in St. Louis. He succeeded 
Dean Larry Shapiro, MD, on 
Dec. 1, 2015.

Perlmutter previously was 
the Vira I. Heinz  Endowed 
Chair of the Department of 
Pediatrics at the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Medicine. 

A New Dean With Old Ties at 
the School of Medicine

NEWS

Giving Convicts 
Second Chances
Some 600,000 inmates are 
released from prison every 
year across the United States, 
most returning as societal 
outcasts. Carrie Pettus-Davis, 
PhD, assistant professor at the 
Brown School, is working to 
help improve their chances of 
reintegrating into society.

Pettus-Davis was recently 
appointed the head of the 
Concordance Institute for 
Advancing Social Justice, an 
expansion of the St. Louis–
based nonprofit COPE, which 
will be housed at the Brown 
School. Her research will 

Siteman Earns Top Ranking
This summer, the National Cancer Institute ranked Siteman 
Cancer Center at Barnes-Jewish Hospital and Washington 
University School of Medicine “exceptional,” the highest rating. 

Siteman earned this rating based on a site visit and the 
 cancer teams’ recent innovations, including:
> Clinical trials of vaccines against breast cancer and melanoma
> Community-based research helping eliminate cancer  disparities
> Goggles that help surgeons see cancer cells in the operating 

room

He also was physician-in-
chief and scientific director 
of  Children’s Hospital of 
 Pittsburgh, of the University 
of Pittsburgh  Medical Center.

Under his tenure, Children’s 
Hospital of  Pittsburgh saw a 
sixfold increase in NIH funding 
and hired more than 300 medi-
cal faculty members, making 
it one of the fastest-growing 
pediatric research programs in 
the nation.

Perlmutter also has per-
sonal experience at Washington 
University. He was a faculty 
member in the Department of 
Pediatrics for 15 years before 
leaving the university in 2001.

“I spent most of my early 
career as a physician-scientist 
here and treasured my time 
working with so many excep-
tionally talented physicians 
and scientists,” Perlmutter 
says. “I’m happy to be back.”

An overview of the new 
medical school dean:

> Originally from Brooklyn, 
New York

> First job as a physician was 
at Harvard Medical School

> Conducts research on the 
inherited genetic condition 
alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency

Courtesy photo
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Perlmutter also has per-
sonal experience at Washington 
University. He was a faculty 
member in the Department of 
Pediatrics for 15 years before 
leaving the university in 2001.

“I spent most of my early 
career as a physician-scientist 
here and treasured my time 
working with so many excep-
tionally talented physicians 
and scientists,” Perlmutter 
says. “I’m happy to be back.”

Neil Richards, JD, professor 
of law, a noted expert on data 
ethics and intellectual free-
dom, saw his ideas become 
policy when 50 international 
organizations and global 
experts signed The Hague 
Declaration on Knowledge 

focus on reducing recidivism, 
creating services for criminal-
justice–involved adults and 
writing evidence-based public 
policy statements.

Pettus-Davis is also the 
faculty director of the 
 Decarceration Initiative at 
the Brown School’s Center 
for Social Development. 
She spearheaded the Smart 
 Decarceration Initiative 
 Conference, which brought 
together experts from across 
the country in September 
2015 to discuss how to change 
the mass-incarceration culture 
in our country into a more 
affordable, less racially biased 
criminal justice system. 

Discovery in the Digital Age in 
May 2015. (The number of   
organizations now exceed 200.)

The declaration is partly 
based on his work. Richards, 
along with other experts, con-
sulted with the Association of 
European Research Libraries 
to help draft the declaration. 

“I’m proud to be a signa-
tory of the Hague  Declaration 

as well as a participant 
in its  creation,” Richards 
says. “The declaration 
seeks to give  researchers 
the  ability to access 
facts, data and ideas to 
help us find  answers 
to the massive social 
problems that  universities 
around the world are 
 working on.”

Shaping Privacy 
Policy Abroad

A Link Between 
Diabetes and 
Alzheimer’s 
A study out of Washington 
University School of Medicine 
provides new evidence that 
 Alzheimer’s disease may be 
linked to elevated blood sugar.

The study, published in 
May in the Journal of Clinical 
Investigation, showed that 
elevated glucose in the blood 
of mice can rapidly increase 
levels of amyloid beta, a key 
element of brain plaques in 
Alzheimer’s patients.

“Our results suggest that 
 diabetes, or other condi- 
tions that make it hard to 
control blood-sugar levels,  
can have harmful effects on  
brain function and exacer- 
bate  neurological condi- 
tions such as  Alzheimer’s  
disease,” says lead author  
 Shannon  Macauley, PhD,  
a postdoctoral research  
scholar. “The link we’ve  
discovered could lead us to  
future treatment targets that  
reduce these  effects.”
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Although the nearly 2 million people in the United States who 
have lost a limb today have a lot of high-tech prosthetic options, 
no prosthetic can give back sensation in the hand to individuals 
who have lost an arm. 

“If they’re holding a cup of co� ee and they are distracted and 
look away, they have no idea of the orientation of their hand, 
and very quickly the hand will tip and co� ee will spill all over the 
floor,” says Daniel Moran, PhD, professor of biomedical engineer-
ing in the School of Engineering & Applied Science. 

Moran, who is also a professor of neurobiology, of physical 
therapy and of neurological surgery at Washington University 
School of Medicine, is hoping to remedy the deficiency with help 
from a $1.9 million grant from the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA). The DARPA grant will allow Moran to 
test a micro-sieve peripheral nerve interface, a device he and his 
team created to allow people wearing a prosthetic arm to feel 

hot and cold through their prosthetic hands.
The device, called “Luke Arm” a� er Luke 

 Skywalker, a character from Star Wars who lost 
his arm in a fight with Darth Vader, will allow 

amputees to feel six di� erent grips.
According to Moran, the technology 

may be ready for use in as little as five 
years, giving upper-limb amputees 

— many of whom are military 
veterans — greater control over 

their prosthetic.

 water, soil, microbes, biodiver-
sity and community in Baden. 

David Fike, associate pro-
fessor of earth and planetary 
sciences; Bill Lowry, professor 
of political science; and Rod 
Barnett, professor and chair 
of landscape architecture, are 
among the cross-disciplinary 
faculty contributing to the 
project. With help from the com-
munity and other area stake-
holders, they hope to  develop 
a framework for sustainable 
redevelopment that can be 
 applied across the city.

During his five years as dean of the School of Engineering & 
 Applied Science, Ralph S. Quatrano, PhD, increased student 
enrollment by 20 percent, expanded graduate education and 
 increased the school’s female faculty. At the end of the 2014-15 
academic year, Quatrano stepped down.

Aaron Bobick, PhD, founding chair of the School of  Interactive 
Computing at the Georgia Institute of Technology, took over 
the engineering school’s deanship July 1. Bobick, who was on 
 sabbatical in Sweden during the school’s search and flew to 
 Washington University twice for interviews, was impressed by 
the quality of the institution even before he arrived.

“I cannot imagine a more attractive opportunity than becom-
ing the school’s dean,” he says. “I look forward to our continued 
growth in influence — not only on the university, but also on the 
country and around the globe, from both the innovations we 
produce and the student leaders we graduate.”

Meet Engineering’s 
New Dean

“It is clear to me that the 
School of Engineering 
& Applied Science is 
rapidly expanding its 
scope and impact, with 
a strong emphasis 
on excellence in 

both education and 

research.”  

— Aaron Bobick, PhD

He might build a terminator. Well, not exactly. 
Bobick’s research focuses on robot perception and 
human-robot collaboration.

He knows what students want. At Georgia 
Tech, he helped develop a computational media 
bachelor’s degree program that attracted 300 
majors in its first five years.

Big surprise … he’s brilliant. He graduated from 
MIT, has a doctorate in cognitive science and has 
authored more than 80 academic papers.

Here are three things you 

need to know about the 

new dean:

Courtesy photo
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Sustainable 
Redevelopment
A team of university faculty 
is  working to redevelop the 
North St. Louis neighborhood 
of Baden, which suffers from 
chronic flooding and sewage 
backups due to a network of 
streambeds in the area.

The team started the Baden 
Pilot Project — with help from a 
grant from WashU’s International 
Center for Advanced  Renewable 
Energy and Sustainability 
 (I-CARES) — to study the air, 

A Sensitive 
Prosthetic

Although the nearly 2 million people in the United States who 
have lost a limb today have a lot of high-tech prosthetic options, 
no prosthetic can give back sensation in the hand to individuals 
who have lost an arm. 

“If they’re holding a cup of coffee and they are distracted and 
look away, they have no idea of the orientation of their hand, 
and very quickly the hand will tip and coffee will spill all over the 
floor,” says Daniel Moran, PhD, professor of biomedical engineer-
ing in the School of Engineering & Applied Science. 

Moran, who is also a professor of neurobiology, of physical 
therapy and of neurological surgery at Washington University 
School of Medicine, is hoping to remedy the deficiency with help 
from a $1.9 million grant from the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA). The DARPA grant will allow Moran to 
test a micro-sieve peripheral nerve interface, a device he and his 
team created to allow people wearing a prosthetic arm to feel 

hot and cold through their prosthetic hands.
The device, called “Luke Arm” after Luke 

 Skywalker, a character from Star Wars who lost 
his arm in a fight with Darth Vader, will allow 

amputees to feel six different grips.
According to Moran, the technology 

may be ready for use in as little as five 
years, giving upper-limb amputees 

— many of whom are military 
veterans — greater control over 

their prosthetic.
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munity and other area stake-
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During his five years as dean of the School of Engineering & 
 Applied Science, Ralph S. Quatrano, PhD, increased student 
enrollment by 20 percent, expanded graduate education and 
 increased the school’s female faculty. At the end of the 2014-15 
academic year, Quatrano stepped down.

Aaron Bobick, PhD, founding chair of the School of  Interactive 
Computing at the Georgia Institute of Technology, took over 
the engineering school’s deanship July 1. Bobick, who was on 
 sabbatical in Sweden during the school’s search and flew to 
 Washington University twice for interviews, was impressed by 
the quality of the institution even before he arrived.

“I cannot imagine a more attractive opportunity than becom-
ing the school’s dean,” he says. “I look forward to our continued 
growth in influence — not only on the university, but also on the 
country and around the globe, from both the innovations we 
produce and the student leaders we graduate.”

Meet Engineering’s 
New Dean

Volunteers from the university’s Tyson Research Center hold a demon-
stration on water for the Baden community.

Joe Angeles

NEWS
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 Progressive Action Group, 
helped on re-election cam-
paigns for U.S. Rep. Lacy Clay 
and Sen. Claire McCaskill, and 
served as McCaskill’s Senate 
page in Washington, D.C. In 
2014, he served as a campaign 
organizer for St. Louis County 
Executive Steve Stenger. 

Loomis started at 
 Washington University in 
fall 2013, and he is double-
majoring in political science 
and  Mandarin Chinese.

How did you get affiliated 
with the Democratic Party?
I don’t come from a back-
ground of Democrats, but when 
I was at an age when I could 
evaluate which political party 
aligned most with my views on 
 issues, I determined that the 

    About Jimmy Loomis

> Loomis writes to famous political figures  
asking for advice. He’s heard back from  
 former  President Jimmy Carter, former  
 Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and  
 President Barack Obama.

> He was the first student to ever give  
 Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton a business card.

> Favorite quote: “You miss 100 percent of the 
shots you don’t take.” — Wayne Gretsky

Two weeks after he turned 18, 
James (Jimmy) Loomis, Arts & 
Sciences Class of ’17, became 
Missouri’s youngest elected 
official. As the Clayton Township 
Democratic committeeman, 
he serves as a liaison between 
his township’s voters and the 
Democratic Party. 

Loomis’ political life started 
in 2006, when he watched the 
documentary An Inconvenient 
Truth. “At the end, there was a 
call to action, and I figured I’m 
just as much responsible as any-
one else for doing something to 
solve this problem,” Loomis says. 

He was 12 when he suc-
cessfully petitioned the 
Ladue City Council to create a 
 municipal  recycling program. 
In high school, Loomis joined 
 political groups like the  Missouri 

Undergrad Is Missouri’s  
Youngest Elected Official

THREE QUESTIONS

 Democratic Party came the 
closest. I  proudly stand strong 
as a Democrat today because I 
believe in the inherent value of 
government as a force for good 
with the power to advance 
 society forward in a way that 
other ideologies simply cannot.

Do you feel an extra special 
responsibility or burden in 
your position because of 
your youth?

Oh, definitely. First, it’s hum-
bling just being so young and 
knowing that I represent politi-
cally active youth, and that my 
actions reflect on that greater 
perception of my cohorts. But 
I am also proving that I can 
play in the big leagues and 
am just as capable as anyone 
else. Though I might not be as 

 experienced, I am still there 
for a reason, and it’s because I 
love what I do just as much as 
anyone else, young or old.

What do you think had 
the biggest impact on you 
politically?

Without a doubt serving as 
a Senate page. On TV you 
see so much dysfunction in 
 Washington, with both parties 
seeming to share a mutual 
disdain for each other. But 
in reality, it’s amazing to see 
them slapping each other on 
the back, joking,  laughing 
and working together a lot 
of the time. That’s not what’s 
 reported. But if you go there 
and see it, there’s a lot that 
goes on behind the scenes that 
you really have to appreciate.

BARBARA SCHAAL:  

I was in a basic 

“plants” class that 

mostly served 

the needs of non-

science majors, but 

Professor Schaal made the class 

so engaging and relevant. And 

she was so representative of 

the university’s dedication to  

making research pioneers  

available to undergraduates.

— CHRISTOPHER BERRESFORD, AB ’03 

BARRY COMMONER, because you never knew what wild thing 
he’d say, so you never missed that 8 a.m. lecture. For 
 example, “Pevely milk with the spring onion flavor was 
laced with Strontium 90 that would rot our bones if we 
insisted on swilling it.” He had an unforgettable teaching 
style that I remember clearly even at age 80!
— ALICE MAGOS, AB ’57

QUOTED          |          CROWDSOURCING ALUMNI ABOUT THEIR MOST INFLUENTIAL PROFESSORS
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    About Jimmy Loomis

> Loomis writes to famous political figures  
asking for advice. He’s heard back from  
 former  President Jimmy Carter, former  
 Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and  
 President Barack Obama.

> He was the first student to ever give  
 Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton a business card.

> Favorite quote: “You miss 100 percent of the 
shots you don’t take.” — Wayne Gretsky

 experienced, I am still there 
for a reason, and it’s because I 
love what I do just as much as 
anyone else, young or old.

What do you think had 
the biggest impact on you 
politically?

Without a doubt serving as 
a Senate page. On TV you 
see so much dysfunction in 
 Washington, with both parties 
seeming to share a mutual 
disdain for each other. But 
in reality, it’s amazing to see 
them slapping each other on 
the back, joking,  laughing 
and working together a lot 
of the time. That’s not what’s 
 reported. But if you go there 
and see it, there’s a lot that 
goes on behind the scenes that 
you really have to appreciate.

JOE LOEWENSTEIN, AKA J. LOEW: 

His Shakespeare  
class was   
revelatory.
— REBECCA SILVERMAN, AB ’07

BARBARA SCHAAL:  

I was in a basic 

“plants” class that 

mostly served 

the needs of non-

science majors, but 

Professor Schaal made the class 

so engaging and relevant. And 

she was so representative of 

the university’s dedication to  

making research pioneers  

available to undergraduates.

— CHRISTOPHER BERRESFORD, AB ’03 

ARNOLD HEIDENHEIMER, POLITICAL SCIENCE, introduced us to 
German wine as well as to European  political 
systems. One has been a lifelong hobby, 
and I occasionally pay attention to politics 
on the continent as well. 
— DAVID GOHLKE, AB ’85

BARRY COMMONER, because you never knew what wild thing 
he’d say, so you never missed that 8 a.m. lecture. For 
 example, “Pevely milk with the spring onion flavor was 
laced with Strontium 90 that would rot our bones if we 
insisted on swilling it.” He had an unforgettable teaching 
style that I remember clearly even at age 80!
— ALICE MAGOS, AB ’57

THE EAGLETON-WEIDENBAUM tag team seminar in 
business ethics. Almost 20 years later, 
I still vividly remember lectures  
from that class, and the two of them  
“discussing” things wildly.
— BUFFY BOURBON, BS ’62
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Parents should remind their children that they are at 
school to learn from their teachers and their peers. Also, 
setting  regular bedtime hours, reading to children  every 
night and feeding them healthy food will help them shine 
in the classroom, no matter what the age. And don’t 
 underestimate the importance of the arts. The arts are the 
other hand that must work together to aid learning. The 
research shows the connection between music, dance and 
art strengthening education. 

— Institute for School Partnership sta� 

Providing supportive material [such as diagrams and 
models] in advance can make a big di� erence in help-
ing students grasp and lock in key concepts presented in 
a  lecture. It shows them the basic framework or model 
of the concept that will be presented, so they can begin 
building it in their minds. 

— Mark McDaniel, PhD

Students can have an enormous impact on creating a 
more inclusive learning environment by questioning 
 assumptions that they may have about who “belongs” at 
an institution, in a specific discipline or in specific profes-
sions and roles. They can also understand that learning 
o� en involves a feeling of discomfort or consternation as 
they consider ideas and perspectives that are widely dif-
ferent from their own. Students can also be aware of their 
own comfort zones and push themselves to take on new 
challenges in how they learn and engage with others.

— Beth A. Fisher, PhD

4
Learning is an academic enterprise. Sitting in a classroom, taking 
notes and doing all the assigned homework by itself does not mean 
that students are learning. That becomes the input. It is what they 
do with that input that moves it into the realm of learning. Students 
also have to develop an open mindset. Some students go, “This is 
hard. I must not be ‘smart’ enough to do it.” And that comes out of 
a fixed mindset. But when they have an open mindset, they realize, 
“If I put some additional e� ort into it, then I can begin to break it 
down and begin to understand it.”

— Harvey Fields, PhD

Learn how to learn.

One of the most important things professors can do in the class-
room to help student learning is retrieval practice. This is a broad 
term for techniques where students are required to “retrieve” 
information from their memory. This practice requires e� ort by 
the student. It is a form of self-testing that shows the student what 
he or she does not know or understand. To be more e� ective, this 
self-testing should be followed by discussion among the students 
to justify or explain their answers.

— Regina F. Frey, PhD

Test yourself.5

Communication with professors is essential. Were it not for my 
fantastic WashU faculty support system, I would not have enjoyed 
my college experience nearly as much. Checking in with professors 
helped me know where I stood in my classes and gave me a lot of 
one-on-one experience with individuals who were clearly much 
more knowledgeable than I was in their respective areas. A� er 
 making myself available to my professors, I realized they made 
themselves much more available to me. 

— Lauren Henley, AB ’15

Connect with your teachers.6

SIX TIPS          |          ADVICE ON A SINGLE TOPIC GATHERED      FROM ACROSS CAMPUS AND ACROSS DISCIPLINES

How to Improve Learning

FACULTY EXPERTS
— Mark McDaniel, PhD, is a professor of psychology in Arts & 
 Sciences and co-director of the university’s Center for Integrative 
Research on Cognition, Learning and Education.

— Beth A. Fisher, PhD, is director of academic services at the 
 Teaching Center.

— The Institute for School Partnership helps improve teaching and 
learning in the local K–12 education community.

— Harvey Fields, PhD, is assistant director for academic programs 
at Cornerstone: The Center for Advanced Learning. He also directs 
the TRiO Student Support Services program. TRiO is a federal 
program implemented by the university to help students who are 
the first in their families to go to college, who are low income, or who 
have a learning or physical disability succeed academically.

— Regina F. Frey, PhD, is executive director of the Teaching Center, 
the Florence E. Moog Professor of STEM Education and  associate 
professor of chemistry in Arts & Sciences.

— Lauren Henley, AB ’15, is a former Ervin Scholar whose archival 
and primary source scholarship at Washington University earned 
her a competitive Beinecke Scholarship for graduate study. She is 
currently in a doctoral program in history at the University of Texas 
at Austin.
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FRONTRUNNERS

Storytelling Meets Research in 
Podcast Series by Arts & Sciences
“With a population of 7 billion people … we now consume well 
more than a planet’s worth of resources,” says Michael  Wysession, 
associate professor of earth and planetary sciences. “In fact, 
we have for decades.” Wysession’s words are underscored by 
swelling music. He goes on to talk about why Americans don’t 
realize the impact humans are having on the Earth: a 120-year-
old  educational framework that doesn’t require students to learn 
earth science in school.

This insight is courtesy of “Hold That Thought,” a podcast 
series from Arts & Sciences at Washington University produced by 
Sean Garcia, Rebecca King, Claire Navarro and Ebba  Segerberg. 
Navarro, editor of publications and digital outreach for Arts 
&  Sciences, also acts as a host for “Hold That Thought.” She 
 describes the series as “TED Talks” meets “This American Life.”

“We take one academic idea and try to make it accessible and 
exciting for a wide range of listeners,” Navarro says. Each episode 
allows researchers and professors to describe their work in their 
own words, typically in 15 minutes or less. “They’re so passion-
ate about what they do, and they want to explain these ideas and 
make it interesting for everyone,” Navarro says.

Wysession’s episode was part of a series called “Into the Earth,” 
which dealt with climate change and underground mysteries. A 
series might include six or more episodes on one topic. Past topics 
have included language, William Shakespeare,  American identi-
ties, and memory and attraction. This year there will be series on 
global challenges, cognitive science and more. 

The podcasts, which can be found at holdthatthought.wustl.
edu, as well as on iTunes, Stitcher, PRX and SoundCloud, offer 
a way to stay connected to research activities on campus and 
remain intellectually engaged. 

“There’s such an amazing variety of research happening  every 
day in Arts & Sciences,” Navarro says. “I can talk to a physicist one 
day and an anthropologist the next. It’s a real pleasure to bring 
these ideas to the university community and beyond.”

FOR MORE, GO TO                           thought.artsci.wustl.edu

          facebook.com/wustl.thinks                         twitter @WUSTL_thinks

Parents should remind their children that they are at 
school to learn from their teachers and their peers. Also, 
setting  regular bedtime hours, reading to children  every 
night and feeding them healthy food will help them shine 
in the classroom, no matter what the age. And don’t 
 underestimate the importance of the arts. The arts are the 
other hand that must work together to aid learning. The 
research shows the connection between music, dance and 
art strengthening education. 

— Institute for School Partnership staff

Parents as educators.3

Providing supportive material [such as diagrams and 
models] in advance can make a big difference in help-
ing students grasp and lock in key concepts presented in 
a  lecture. It shows them the basic framework or model 
of the concept that will be presented, so they can begin 
building it in their minds. 

— Mark McDaniel, PhD

Provide a road map. 1

Students can have an enormous impact on creating a 
more inclusive learning environment by questioning 
 assumptions that they may have about who “belongs” at 
an institution, in a specific discipline or in specific profes-
sions and roles. They can also understand that learning 
often involves a feeling of discomfort or consternation as 
they consider ideas and perspectives that are widely dif-
ferent from their own. Students can also be aware of their 
own comfort zones and push themselves to take on new 
challenges in how they learn and engage with others.

— Beth A. Fisher, PhD

Be open-minded.2

DIGITAL

4
Learning is an academic enterprise. Sitting in a classroom, taking 
notes and doing all the assigned homework by itself does not mean 
that students are learning. That becomes the input. It is what they 
do with that input that moves it into the realm of learning. Students 
also have to develop an open mindset. Some students go, “This is 
hard. I must not be ‘smart’ enough to do it.” And that comes out of 
a fixed mindset. But when they have an open mindset, they realize, 
“If I put some additional effort into it, then I can begin to break it 
down and begin to understand it.”

— Harvey Fields, PhD

One of the most important things professors can do in the class-
room to help student learning is retrieval practice. This is a broad 
term for techniques where students are required to “retrieve” 
information from their memory. This practice requires effort by 
the student. It is a form of self-testing that shows the student what 
he or she does not know or understand. To be more effective, this 
self-testing should be followed by discussion among the students 
to justify or explain their answers.

— Regina Frey, PhD

5

Communication with professors is essential. Were it not for my 
fantastic WashU faculty support system, I would not have enjoyed 
my college experience nearly as much. Checking in with professors 
helped me know where I stood in my classes and gave me a lot of 
one-on-one experience with individuals who were clearly much 
more knowledgeable than I was in their respective areas. After 
 making myself available to my professors, I realized they made 
themselves much more available to me. 

— Lauren Henley, AB ’15

6
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NEARLY TEN YEARS AGO, planetary scientist William McKinnon, PhD, 

and a team of scientists launched a spacecraft on a 3-billion-mile 

journey to explore the limits of our solar system. Here, he provides 

an inside look at New Horizons’ spectacular flyby of Pluto and its 

first discoveries coming into focus.

       n July 4, 2015, at 1:54 p.m. EDT, 
the New Horizons spacecraft  suddenly 
fell silent. 

It was a heart-stopping moment. 
The spacecraft, having spent more than 
nine years barreling through space, was 
only 10 days out from its flyby of the 
Pluto system.

New Horizons was carrying seven 
 scientific instruments; a pinch of 
the ashes of Pluto’s discoverer, Clyde 
 Tombaugh; a CD with the names of 
430,000 Pluto fans — and the hopes 

Discovering 
New Horizons

BY DIANA LUTZ

and dreams of 35 scientists who had 
been waiting nearly half a lifetime to 
lay eyes on the ninth planet in the 
 classical  solar system.

Since plans for the mission had been 
 originally made in 1989, planetary scien-
tist William McKinnon, PhD, had married 
and raised three children, the youngest 
of whom is now a senior in high school, 
and bought and sold more than one 
home. Planetary scientists, commentators 
pointed out, are people who will work 
for delayed — very delayed — gratification.
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IMAGE: Artist conception of New  Horizons 
 encountering Pluto and its  largest moon, Charon, 
created prior to the flyby (Courtesy of NASA/Johns 
 Hopkins  University Applied  Physics  Laboratory/
Southwest Research Institute [NASA/JHUAPL/SwRI])

FALL_2015_12-19πR2.indd   12 11/10/15   9:39 AM



W A S H I N G T O N  M A G A Z I N E    15  

The clock slowed a little, because there was too 
much going on, an “autonomy rule” tripped, and 
the spacecraft safed — meaning it started spinning 
so that it could maintain its orientation in inertial 
space and point its antenna at Earth.

But this was supposition. If it were true, the 
 “A-side” computer would switch control to the 
 “B-side” computer, and the spacecraft would call 
home in 30 minutes or so. “And that’s exactly what 
happened,” McKinnon says. “All of a sudden it 
 radioed, in effect, ‘Hello? What should I do?’” 

So by the time McKinnon knew there was 
a crisis, the immediate crisis was over. “But we 
weren’t exactly sure what had happened. So we had 
an  anxious evening and light sleep. But nothing 
 indicated disaster — yet,” he says. 

“Nevertheless, nothing was taken for granted 
from that point on.” 

It took three days to write new code that would 
allow the spacecraft to rejoin the original timeline, 
to rigorously test the code on hardware  simulators 

and to upload the core program again — tasks made 
more nerve-racking because of the 4.5-hour one-way 
travel time to Pluto at the speed of light.

The timeline was important because the space-
craft was about to attempt an elaborate series of rapid-
fire pirouettes across the dance floor of the Pluto 
system. If it was off the mark, the instruments would 
be snapping photos and taking measurements of 
empty space rather than of Pluto and its moons.

So there was much rejoicing in Maryland when 
the screens at the Applied Physics Laboratory 
showed a zero turning over to a one, indicating 
that the core sequence had loaded and was begin-
ning to execute.  

“We were watching a whole bunch of numbers 
and words on a screen,” McKinnon says. “And 
there was one digit that was going to turn from 
a zero to a one. It was just one little digit. But 
it was going to say that the core sequence was 
now running. It was a great  moment when that 
digit flipped.” 

Seven days later, the signal dropped again — 
but this time it was by design. For the 22 hours on 
July 14 when New Horizons flew through the Pluto 
system, the spacecraft ran itself in order to upload 
data and images without interruptions.

As the big “Closest Approach Countdown 
Clock” ticked down to zero at the Applied Physics 
 Laboratory, people were cheering and waving flags. 
But it was an “existential celebration,” McKinnon 
says, “because we had no idea whether the space-
craft had survived or was doing anything properly.”

In the evening, folks gathered as closely as they 
could to mission control because at 9 p.m. EDT the 
spacecraft was supposed to turn toward Earth and 
send back some engineering data saying it was alive, 
it had survived. 

At 8:52 p.m. EDT, Alice Bowman, the missions 
operations manager (otherwise known as MOM), 
took a call coming in over the Deep Space Network, 
listened intently as various subsystems reported in 
(such and such was “nominal”), and then turned 

3.7 billion miles / AVERAGE DISTANCE OF PLUTO  

FROM THE SUN
248 Earth years / EQUIVALENT TO ONE PLUTO 

YEAR (TIME FOR PLUTO TO ORBIT THE SUN)
36,000 mph / LAUNCH SPEED (ABOARD ATLAS V ROCKET), 

FASTEST SPACECRAFT EVER LAUNCHED FROM EARTH
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“On Independence Day, the science team 
had the day off and was basically in barbecue 
land with the rest of America,” says McKinnon, 
professor of earth and planetary sciences in Arts 
&  Sciences. “I was at my sister’s in Pennsylvania 
when I got the call that the spacecraft had ‘safed.’”

The spacecraft had fallen silent while it was 
loading the “core encounter program,” the 
 all-important sequence of maneuvers it would 
execute as it zipped through the Pluto system at 
30,000 miles per hour. What had gone wrong?

Within 30 minutes, an engineer at  mission 
control at the Johns Hopkins University  Applied 
Physics Laboratory in Laurel,  Maryland, not 
 panicking, said, “I think I know what  happened.” 
The primary computer had been uploading the 
core encounter, which was being radioed from 
Earth, at the same time it was compressing all 
the data that had already been taken into flash 
memory so that the regular memory deck would 
be clear for the flyby. 

The clock slowed a little, because there was too 
much going on, an “autonomy rule” tripped, and 
the spacecraft safed — meaning it started spinning 
so that it could maintain its orientation in inertial 
space and point its antenna at Earth.

But this was supposition. If it were true, the 
 “A-side” computer would switch control to the 
 “B-side” computer, and the spacecraft would call 
home in 30 minutes or so. “And that’s exactly what 
happened,” McKinnon says. “All of a sudden it 
 radioed, in effect, ‘Hello? What should I do?’” 

So by the time McKinnon knew there was 
a crisis, the immediate crisis was over. “But we 
weren’t exactly sure what had happened. So we had 
an  anxious evening and light sleep. But nothing 
 indicated disaster — yet,” he says. 

“Nevertheless, nothing was taken for granted 
from that point on.” 

It took three days to write new code that would 
allow the spacecraft to rejoin the original timeline, 
to rigorously test the code on hardware  simulators 

and to upload the core program again — tasks made 
more nerve-racking because of the 4.5-hour one-way 
travel time to Pluto at the speed of light.

The timeline was important because the space-
craft was about to attempt an elaborate series of rapid-
fire pirouettes across the dance floor of the Pluto 
system. If it was off the mark, the instruments would 
be snapping photos and taking measurements of 
empty space rather than of Pluto and its moons.

So there was much rejoicing in Maryland when 
the screens at the Applied Physics Laboratory 
showed a zero turning over to a one, indicating 
that the core sequence had loaded and was begin-
ning to execute.  

“We were watching a whole bunch of numbers 
and words on a screen,” McKinnon says. “And 
there was one digit that was going to turn from 
a zero to a one. It was just one little digit. But 
it was going to say that the core sequence was 
now running. It was a great  moment when that 
digit flipped.” 

NEW HORIZONS  
AND PLUTO 
BY THE NUMBERS

3.7 billion miles / AVERAGE DISTANCE OF PLUTO  

FROM THE SUN

ABOVE: Just after its 
closest approach July 14, 
New Horizons pivoted 
and captured this eerily 
Earth-like view of Pluto. 
Rugged ice mountains 
jut up from the icy plain 
informally called Sputnik 
Planum (center right), 
and on the horizon, layer 
after layer of fine haze 
hangs in Pluto’s tenuous 
nitrogen atmosphere.

Jan. 19, 2006 / DATE NEW HORIZONS 

LAUNCHED FROM CAPE CANAVERAL, FLORIDA

36,000 mph / LAUNCH SPEED (ABOARD ATLAS V ROCKET), 

FASTEST SPACECRAFT EVER LAUNCHED FROM EARTH

NASA/JHUAPL/SwRI
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 Pluto’s size (roughly), its density (also roughly) 
and that it had a nitrogen atmosphere. The 
Hubble telescope had taken some very fuzzy 
 photographs of the object, which had been turned 
into a GIF that showed off Pluto’s strong colors 
and albedo patterns. 

Together, this wasn’t much to go on. But 
 McKinnon had made the icy bodies of the outer 
solar system his special field of study. 

He had begun as a student of the rocky inner 
planets, because that’s where NASA sent its first 
 voyages of discovery. But as luck — or fate — 
would have it, NASA’s Voyagers reached Jupiter and 
its moons in 1979 when he was still a graduate stu-
dent, training in planetary science and geophysics. 

“I then got a postdoctoral research appoint-
ment with one of the Voyager imaging team 
 scientists when the spacecraft reached the icy 
moons of Saturn, and we saw them for the first 
time,” he says. 

A bumper sticker inspires

“The sheer strangeness of these places, which 
became real worlds once we could see them, was 
fascinating to me. So I more or less left the rocky 
inner worlds of the solar system behind and focused 
on the icy satellites of the outer solar system.” 

Thirty years later, having studied Io, Europa, 
Ganymede, Callisto, Enceladus, Iapetus, Titan and 
Triton, among others, he had seen a lot of exotic 
ice worlds, none like the others and none  boring. 
When the website Astronomy Picture of the Day 
 published a “last guess” of what Pluto would look 
like a month before the flyby, McKinnon took one 
look and said he would be very disappointed if 
the guess was right.

The problem was there were so many craters 
 everywhere, he says, which means that a planet is 
most likely dead, a scarred relict of early periods of 
heavy bombardment.

In fact, many scientists expected Pluto to be 
(mostly) dead. NASA press releases going into the 

         hen Kelsi Singer, MA ’08,  
PhD ’13, arrived in St. Louis as 
a new graduate student, she 
noticed a car with the bumper 
sticker “My other vehicle is on 
its way to Pluto” outside the 
geology building. It was Bill 
McKinnon’s.

Singer had always liked 
the icy satellites because the 
 geology of ice, she says, “is a 
quirky version of geology,” so she became McKinnon’s graduate student.

Under his direction, she studied many exotic features found on icy 
surfaces, including giant avalanches; jumbled crazy-quilt landscapes called 
chaos terrain; and circular trenches, called ring-graben, that appear around 
large impact craters on Europa. 

“It’s amazing how much you can deduce about a planet from surface 
features like these,” she says.

After Singer graduated from Washington University in 2013, she took 
a postdoctoral appointment at the Southwest Research Institute, home 
to Alan Stern, the principal investigator on the New Horizons mission, and 
she became part of the mission team. “I got one of those bumper stickers 
for myself then,” she says.

With New Horizons still en route to Pluto, Singer and Stern took a 
 moment to contemplate one of the biggest mysteries about Pluto: why it 
has an atmosphere.

Pluto has a thin nitrogen atmosphere, but it has barely enough mass to 
hang onto one and, in fact, continually loses it to space. Singer and Stern cal-
culated that Pluto loses hundreds of tons of atmospheric nitrogen each hour. 

That’s a lot of nitrogen. So the obvious question is, what resupplies 
the atmosphere? Singer and Stern looked carefully at several possibilities 
and concluded that the nitrogen must be coming from inside the planet, 
expelled by some kind of internal activity.

This was a big, risky prediction to make — especially right  before the 
flyby, which would immediately prove or disprove their contention. 

The two submitted their paper to Astrophysical Journal Letters and 
prayed for a quick turnaround. The planets and the editors aligned, and 
 during the NASA press briefing July 15, the day after the flyby, Stern 
 announced that the paper had been accepted for publication. 

The images, as we now know, showed that Singer and Stern were right. 
Pluto is geologically active, and Sputnik Planum is the source of the nitrogen. 

I now have a new bumper sticker, Singer says: “It states, ‘My other 

 vehicle explored Pluto.’”

7,800 miles / CLOSEST DISTANCE  NEW HORIZONS 

GOT TO PLUTO

70 meters / SMALLEST SIZE NEW  HORIZONS COULD 

SEE ON PLUTO

  … Pluto really 
cooperated as well. 
“It could have been 
just a dead, cratered 
ball, but no. Not only 
is it living, it is unlike 
anything we’ve seen 
anywhere else in 
the solar system.” 
— William McKinnon

W

Rayna M
. Tedford
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 Pluto’s size (roughly), its density (also roughly) 
and that it had a nitrogen atmosphere. The 
Hubble telescope had taken some very fuzzy 
 photographs of the object, which had been turned 
into a GIF that showed off Pluto’s strong colors 
and albedo patterns. 

Together, this wasn’t much to go on. But 
 McKinnon had made the icy bodies of the outer 
solar system his special field of study. 

He had begun as a student of the rocky inner 
planets, because that’s where NASA sent its first 
 voyages of discovery. But as luck — or fate — 
would have it, NASA’s Voyagers reached Jupiter and 
its moons in 1979 when he was still a graduate stu-
dent, training in planetary science and geophysics. 

“I then got a postdoctoral research appoint-
ment with one of the Voyager imaging team 
 scientists when the spacecraft reached the icy 
moons of Saturn, and we saw them for the first 
time,” he says. 

to tell the team: “We have a healthy spacecraft, 
we have recorded data from the Pluto system, and 
we are outbound from Pluto.” 

“That was the emotional high point of the 
 mission,” McKinnon says.

“New Horizons even reported the right number 
of thruster counts,” he says. “Because the encoun-
ter sequence is choreographed, having the right 
count was like saying the dancer took the requisite 
8,000 steps for the ballet. So we knew the whole 
ballet had occurred.”

The next day, July 15, the first images of the close 
encounter of the new world started to come down, 
and things got a bit crazy. “Were you like kids in a 
candy store?” a reporter asked  McKinnon. “More 
like lunatics in an asylum,” McKinnon replied. 

Please, no craters
It is worth remembering how little was known 
about Pluto before this flyby. Scientists knew 

“The sheer strangeness of these places, which 
became real worlds once we could see them, was 
fascinating to me. So I more or less left the rocky 
inner worlds of the solar system behind and focused 
on the icy satellites of the outer solar system.” 

Thirty years later, having studied Io, Europa, 
Ganymede, Callisto, Enceladus, Iapetus, Titan and 
Triton, among others, he had seen a lot of exotic 
ice worlds, none like the others and none  boring. 
When the website Astronomy Picture of the Day 
 published a “last guess” of what Pluto would look 
like a month before the flyby, McKinnon took one 
look and said he would be very disappointed if 
the guess was right.

The problem was there were so many craters 
 everywhere, he says, which means that a planet is 
most likely dead, a scarred relict of early periods of 
heavy bombardment.

In fact, many scientists expected Pluto to be 
(mostly) dead. NASA press releases going into the 

7,800 miles / CLOSEST DISTANCE  NEW HORIZONS 

GOT TO PLUTO

ABOVE: Pluto’s surface 
sports a  remarkable 
range of colors, 
 enhanced in this view 
to a rainbow of pale 
blues, yellows, oranges 
and deep reds.

“Pluto really 
cooperated as well,” 
McKinnon says. “It 
could have been just 
a dead, cratered ball, 
but no. Not only is 
it living, it is unlike 
anything we’ve seen 
anywhere else in the 
solar system.”

2007 / JUPITER SLINGSHOTS NEW HORIZONS 

TOWARD PLUTO

3,463 days / TO REACH PLUTO …  DISTANCE 

FROM EARTH: 4.67 BILLION MILES

NASA/JHUAPL/SwRI
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Belt Object like Pluto,”  McKinnon says. “It has 
the same density, the same bulk composition, 
the same surface ices as Pluto. They’re — well, 
not twins, not siblings — maybe kissing cousins.” 

So the bets had been placed. Rien ne va plus, 
as the croupier says. And then July 13, just 
before beginning the fl yby, New Horizons sent 
down the last “fail-safe” image of Pluto in case 
something adverse happened during the 22-hour 
close encounter. 

The data showed it wasn’t Triton, but it 
wasn’t a cold, dead ice ball either. 

The feature that drew all eyes was the 
“heart,” the left side of which was spectacularly 
uncratered. To be so smooth, this terrain had to 
be very young, at most 100 million years old, 
which meant that Pluto was geologically active 
or, at the very least, had been recently.

On July 15, the fi rst detailed images of the 
heart — the heart of the heart — came down. 

Minus 380 degrees Fahrenheit / 
PLUTO’S AVERAGE SURFACE TEMPERATURE

5 known moons / CHARON, NIX, HYDRA, 

 KERBEROS, STYX

At the next NASA news briefi ng, McKinnon put 
up an image (see photo directly above) of the edge 
of the “left ventricle” of the heart, provisionally 
called Sputnik Planum. 

“We think the heart is a basin fi lled with solid — 
probably mostly solid — nitrogen and other volatile 
ices that are maybe miles thick,” McKinnon says.

“The streamlines, which I’ve marked with curved 
arrows, look just like glacial fl ows on the Earth. 
Water ice at Pluto’s temperatures [surface tempera-
ture averages minus 380 degrees Fahrenheit] is 
immobile and brittle; it’s not moving anywhere. 
But the nitrogen ice, carbon monoxide ice and 
methane ice that make up the Planum are geologi-
cally soft and malleable, and will fl ow in the same 
way that glaciers do on Earth.”

What are the polygonal cells? “Our leading 
 model is that there is internal convection; the 
nitrogen ice slowly rises in the centers of the poly-
gons as it warms and sinks along their boundaries 

as it cools. As long as the ice is at least a half mile 
deep, we think that process can operate.”

But what is driving the convection? “No need to 
invoke special mechanisms,” McKinnon says. “Pluto 
contains a lot of rock, more rock by mass than ice. 
And if you have rock, you have radioactive decay, 
and the heat will leak out.” He explains that it may 
not be a vast amount of heat, but it doesn’t take a lot 
of heat to mobilize nitrogen ice. 

Despite the glitch on July 4, the spacecraft 
 performed spectacularly, and Pluto really cooper-
ated as well. “It could have been just a dead, cratered 
ball, but no. Not only is it living, it is  unlike any-
thing we’ve seen anywhere else in the  solar system,” 
 McKinnon says.

“So nature once again has trumped us with its 
cleverness. That’s the lesson we learn over and over 
again as we explore the solar system: Nature’s imagi-
nation exceeds our own.” 

Diana Lutz is the senior news director of science in Public A	 airs.

ABOVE: The moment of  closest 
approach to Pluto on the 
morning of July 14, when radio 
silence prevailed, but New 
Horizons team members and 
guests at the Applied Physics 
 Laboratory hoped all was well.

Rugged cratered terrain

Nitrogen ice flow

Nitrogen ice flow

Polygonal cells

Sputnik Planum

20 miles

LEFT: In the northern region 
of Pluto’s Sputnik Planum, 
swirl-shaped patterns of light 
and dark suggest that a surface 
layer of exotic ices (solid 
nitrogen, carbon monoxide, 
methane) has flowed around 
obstacles and into depressions, 
much as glaciers do on Earth.

NASA/JHUAPL/SwRI

NASA/Bill Ingalls
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 encounter called Pluto a “time capsule from 
the early solar system,” implying the dwarf 
planet died 4  billion years ago and was sort of 
a space  mummy. 

The argument was that Pluto was so 
small that it should have lost the  primordial 
heat from its accretion, and the heat given 
off by radioactive elements in its interior 
would be  feeble. No heat = no activity = no 
interesting geology. 

But McKinnon was on record predicting 
Pluto would be a living planet. “Anybody who 
thinks that when we go to Pluto, we’re  going 
to find a cold, dead ice ball is in for a rude 
shock,” he had said. McKinnon was hoping 
to see a very active and dynamic world. 

“I expected Pluto to resemble Triton,  Neptune’s 
big moon,” he says. Triton has  volcanic calderas, 
geyser-like eruptions and  mysterious cantaloupe 
terrain.“We think  Triton is a captured Kuiper 

Belt Object like Pluto,”  McKinnon says. “It has 
the same density, the same bulk composition, 
the same surface ices as Pluto. They’re — well, 
not twins, not siblings — maybe kissing cousins.” 

So the bets had been placed. Rien ne va plus, 
as the croupier says. And then July 13, just 
before beginning the flyby, New Horizons sent 
down the last “fail-safe” image of Pluto in case 
something adverse happened during the 22-hour 
close encounter. 

The data showed it wasn’t Triton, but it 
wasn’t a cold, dead ice ball either. 

The feature that drew all eyes was the 
“heart,” the left side of which was spectacularly 
uncratered. To be so smooth, this terrain had to 
be very young, at most 100 million years old, 
which meant that Pluto was geologically active 
or, at the very least, had been recently.

On July 15, the first detailed images of the 
heart — the heart of the heart — came down. 

1,466 miles / DISTANCE ACROSS PLUTO Minus 380 degrees Fahrenheit / 
PLUTO’S AVERAGE SURFACE TEMPERATURE

At the next NASA news briefing, McKinnon put 
up an image (see photo directly above) of the edge 
of the “left ventricle” of the heart, provisionally 
called Sputnik Planum. 

“We think the heart is a basin filled with solid — 
probably mostly solid — nitrogen and other volatile 
ices that are kilometers thick,” McKinnon says.

“The streamlines, which I’ve marked with curved 
arrows, look just like glacial flows on the Earth. 
Water ice at Pluto’s temperatures [surface tempera-
ture averages minus 380 degrees Fahrenheit] is 
immobile and brittle; it’s not moving anywhere. 
But the nitrogen ice, carbon monoxide ice and 
methane ice that make up the Planum are geologi-
cally soft and malleable, and will flow in the same 
way that glaciers do on Earth.”

What are the polygonal cells? “Our leading 
 model is that there is internal convection; the 
nitrogen ice slowly rises in the centers of the poly-
gons as it warms and sinks along their boundaries 

ABOVE: Regarding the 
“bladed” terrain on 
 Pluto, McKinnon says, 
“It’s a unique and 
perplexing landscape 
stretching over hun-
dreds of miles, and it 
looks more like tree 
bark or dragon scales 
than geology. This will 
really take time to fig-
ure out. Maybe it’s some 
combination of internal 
tectonic forces and ice 
sublimation driven by 
Pluto’s faint sunlight.” 

Rugged cratered terrain

9 hours / TIME NEEDED TO COMMUNICATE 

WITH SPACECRAFT (ROUND TRIP) 

NASA/JHUAPL/SwRI NASA/JHUAPL/SwRI
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W hen junior Lucy Chin arrived at 
 Washington University in St. Louis, she 
set a Google reminder to apply for the 

Civic Scholars Program in 17 months. 
“That’s how much I knew I wanted to join 

this community,” says Chin, who is studying 
global health and the environment and American 
culture in the College of Arts & Sciences. “The 
Civic  Scholars I met were so impressive. They were 
 learning about social issues in the classroom, but 
they were also immersed in the community, doing 
the hard work.” 

The Civic Scholars Program is one of the 
many ways the Gephardt Institute for Civic and 

 Community Engagement develops engaged citizens 
and builds strong communities. Celebrating its 
10th anniversary, the Gephardt Institute serves as 
a resource both to community organizations that 
seek university partnership and to faculty, staff and 
students who want to collaborate with community 
organizations for teaching, research and service — 
to address critical social, economic and other issues.

Amanda Moore McBride, executive director 
of the Gephardt Institute, says she is particularly 
proud of the Civic Scholars Program, which just 
graduated its third cohort. 

“When I look at them, I see integrated indi-
viduals,” says McBride, the Bettie Bofi nger Brown 
 Associate Professor at the Brown School. “None 
of them say, ‘This is my work; this is my service.’ 
Rather it’s, ‘This is who I am in the world.’” 

Thanks to a recent gift from business and civic 
leaders Maxine Clark and Bob Fox, the annual 
cohort of Civic Scholars will expand from eight to 
20 students, including a subset of students who will 
study abroad. As part of the program, Civic Scholars 
 complete two years of related academic course 
work, receive two years of intensive leadership 
training and carry out a civic project between their 
junior and senior year.

For next summer’s project, Chin will work to 
improve health-care literacy among low-income 
St. Louisans. In 2015, she coordinated 34 half-day 
experiences for Meet St. Louis, a new Gephardt 
Institute program that introduces freshmen to 
St. Louis’ neighborhoods, people and issues. Each 
experience, whether it was a visit to a St. Louis 
shelter for teenage moms or a tour of the rapidly 

From Charity to Change
The Gephardt Institute celebrates its  10-year 

anniversary with a renewed focus on engagement. 

Its Civic Scholars Program exempli� es the mission:

TO DEVELOP ENGAGED CITIZENS AND BUILD 

STRONG COMMUNITIES.

BY DIANE TOROIAN KEAGGY

Touring Lewis Place — the oldest 
African-American private street 
in St. Louis — is among the many 
half-day, small-group experiences 
o� ered to first-year students. 
These half days allow students 
to discover, engage and reflect 
on community development and 
service opportunities, and what 
it means to be engaged members 
of the St. Louis community.

Meet St. Louis

Sid H
astings
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From Charity to Change
The Gephardt Institute celebrates its  10-year 

anniversary with a renewed focus on engagement. 

Its Civic Scholars Program exempli� es the mission:

TO DEVELOP ENGAGED CITIZENS AND BUILD 

STRONG COMMUNITIES.

BY DIANE TOROIAN KEAGGY
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Lucy Chin Andreas Mitchell

that  address  disparities in health care and has 
marched in “Black Lives Matter” protests. He 
considers these so-called  extracurricular activi-
ties  essential to his  medical education.

“As a future doctor, I want to learn more 
about the populations I will be caring for,” 
Mitchell says. “For instance, I just came from a 
clinic where my preceptor advocates to the state 
 government on behalf of his patients who are 
heroin users in order to send them home with 
Narcan, so they won’t die of an overdose. That’s 
civic engagement. I would not have known what 
to call this when I arrived at college or how to 
go about participating, but the Civic  Scholars 
Program showed me the path. It now permeates 
every part of my life.”

Originally from suburban Baltimore, Mitchell 
is considering work on the decriminalization 
of mental illness and prison diversion. He also 
is applying for internships in health advocacy, 
and he hopes to earn a graduate degree in public 
policy from the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard before entering his fi nal 
year of medical school. 

Pia Marcus

“I want to be a primary care physician, but 
I also want to build meaningful relationships 
wherever I live and get involved in city or state 
government,” Mitchell says. “I think that would 
be a meaningful way to make change not only in 
my patients’ lives but also in the community.”  

Pia Marcus: Supporting people 
where they are

Pia Marcus, AB ’13 (international studies and 
public health), has changed diapers at an 
 orphanage in Morocco, facilitated sexual health 
education for youth in Uganda and worked with 
family farmers with malnourished children in 
Rwanda. But as protests erupted in Ferguson, 
Missouri, and beyond, Marcus wondered about 
conducting social justice work in America. 

“The issues that I care about most were being 
debated miles and miles away,” says Marcus, 
then in Rwanda. “It made me think very hard 
about my role in my own country.”  

So Marcus, a native of New York City,  returned 
this summer to work as a Global Health Corps 

Fellow at HIPS, which provides clinical and 
social services to sex workers and injection 
drug users in Washington, D.C. She coordinates 
the efforts of some 100  volunteers and travels 
day and night across the city in the HIPS van, 
distributing condoms, syringes and other safe-
sex and injection equipment. 

“We are focused on harm reduction, 
which is very different from a lot of interna-
tional work where success is measured in lives 
saved,”  Marcus says. “We take a nonjudg-
mental  approach — people are going to do 
what  people are going to do. So we support 
them where they are, whether that’s provid-
ing a condom or  counseling. We can also be 
that fi rst  entry point into more supportive 
care, whether that’s  connecting them to our 
 in-house case management team or to another 
 organization that can help them fi nd a home 
or enter a rehab program. But our  primary goal 
is to provide individuals with the resources and 
knowledge to reduce the risk of their behaviors.” 

Marcus calls her HIPS fellowship a crash course 
in our nation’s failure to address inequities in our 

“We didn’t want students to 
do a service project and just 
go back to their dorms; we 
wanted them to really think 
about this place that is now 

their home.”   — LUCY CHIN

“As a future doctor, I want 
to learn more about the 
populations I will be caring 
for. … I also want to build 
meaningful relationships.”

— ANDREAS MITCHELL

“We are focused on harm 
reduction, which is very 
different from a lot of 
international work where 
success is measured in 
lives saved.”   — PIA MARCUS

Joe Angeles

Dom
inick Reuter

Andres Alonso
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Lucy Chin

changing Forest Park  Southeast neighborhood, 
included conversations with civic leaders and time 
for discussion and dialogue. 

“Those parts were key,” Chin says. “We didn’t 
want students to do a service project and just go 
back to their dorms; we wanted them to really 
think about this place that is now their home. 
What they do next is up to them; engagement 
can take a lot of different forms.” 

To learn about what a few Civic Scholars “do 
next,” Washington magazine checked in with three 
members of the inaugural cohort to learn what 
civic and community engagement means to them. 

Andreas Mitchell: Building 
meaningful relationships to make 
change

Andreas Mitchell, AB ’13 (anthropology), didn’t 
want to be a Civic Scholar. 

“That’s not how I thought of myself,” Mitchell 
recalls. “To me, the word civics has always had this 
really boring connotation of bureaucrats and poli-
ticians. I didn’t want to be either of those things.”

Friends pushed Mitchell to apply anyway. 
Mitchell already was a leader in a number of stu-
dent groups, including the Association of Mixed 
Students and Connect 4, that promote diversity 
and dialogue on campus. 

Still, he was surprised to be accepted. 
“When they interviewed me, they asked me, 

‘How will you know if this program has been suc-
cessful for you?’ Apparently I said, ‘Well, if I read 
the newspaper every day, that would be a win,’” 
Mitchell says. “I set the bar pretty low. But that’s 
where I was — I didn’t really understand what 
civic engagement meant. I’ve since learned all the 
different things civic engagement can be.”

Today, Mitchell is a third-year medical student 
at Harvard Medical School where he is train-
ing to be a primary care physician. He does not, 
in fact, read the paper every day, but he stays 
 informed through a variety of digital media, 
including daily feeds from NextDraft and the 
 Marshall  Project. He has organized a symposium 
on mass  incarceration, has joined advocacy groups 

Andreas Mitchell

that  address  disparities in health care and has 
marched in “Black Lives Matter” protests. He 
considers these so-called  extracurricular activi-
ties  essential to his  medical education.

“As a future doctor, I want to learn more 
about the populations I will be caring for,” 
Mitchell says. “For instance, I just came from a 
clinic where my preceptor advocates to the state 
 government on behalf of his patients who are 
heroin users in order to send them home with 
Narcan, so they won’t die of an overdose. That’s 
civic engagement. I would not have known what 
to call this when I arrived at college or how to 
go about participating, but the Civic  Scholars 
Program showed me the path. It now permeates 
every part of my life.”

Originally from suburban Baltimore, Mitchell 
is considering work on the decriminalization 
of mental illness and prison diversion. He also 
is applying for internships in health advocacy, 
and he hopes to earn a graduate degree in public 
policy from the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard before entering his fi nal 
year of medical school. 

“I want to be a primary care physician, but 
I also want to build meaningful relationships 
wherever I live and get involved in city or state 
government,” Mitchell says. “I think that would 
be a meaningful way to make change not only in 
my patients’ lives but also in the community.”  

Pia Marcus: Supporting people 
where they are

Pia Marcus, AB ’13 (international studies and 
public health), has changed diapers at an 
 orphanage in Morocco, facilitated sexual health 
education for youth in Uganda and worked with 
family farmers with malnourished children in 
Rwanda. But as protests erupted in Ferguson, 
Missouri, and beyond, Marcus wondered about 
conducting social justice work in America. 

“The issues that I care about most were being 
debated miles and miles away,” says Marcus, 
then in Rwanda. “It made me think very hard 
about my role in my own country.”  

So Marcus, a native of New York City,  returned 
this summer to work as a Global Health Corps 

“We didn’t want students to 
do a service project and just 
go back to their dorms; we 
wanted them to really think 
about this place that is now 

their home.”   — LUCY CHIN

“As a future doctor, I want 
to learn more about the 
populations I will be caring 
for. … I also want to build 
meaningful relationships.”

— ANDREAS MITCHELL

Joe Angeles
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Birke says that all sorts of interesting tensions 
exist. “Our job is to study the economic indicators 
and then talk with the stakeholders to see what 
sort of  levers we have at our disposal to make an 
intervention,” Birke explains. His studies in eco-
nomics prepared Birke to analyze the data. But his 
tenure as a Civic Scholar working with the St. Louis 
County government taught him the value of talk-
ing face-to-face with community members. 

“We learned that you have to have that intel-
lectual curiosity and eagerness to learn from 
 others,” Birke says. “That is one thing that unifi ed 
all of us, no matter our background or interests.” 

After graduating from Washington  University, 
Birke was selected as a New York City Urban 
 Fellow where he studied the history and chal-
lenges of New York. He then worked at the city’s 
parks department before joining the newly created 
Innovation & Strategy offi ce. Birke says New York 
City is a great laboratory to test innovative ideas. 

“I pursued this job in part because I wanted to 
understand how the same dynamics that I thought 
about while working in St. Louis County played 
out in a very different metropolis,” Birke says.

 “Because New York is at the forefront of a lot of 
policy issues, we have the chance to really explore 
what a progressive city looks like,” says Birke, who 
is from Madison, Wisconsin. “And because this 
city is such a bellwether in urban policy, a lot of 
the work we do here can help other cities.” 

Birke says he plans to stay in New York for 
now. He supports Mayor Bill de Blasio’s vision for 
“a more equal New York” and likes working with 
other civically engaged graduates. He eventually 
plans to earn a graduate policy-related degree 
before moving to another great American city — 
perhaps back to St. Louis.

“I’ve come to consider St. Louis my second 
home,” Birke says. “It’s a very different place from 
New York, but like New York, it has an amazing 
history and terrifi c neighborhoods, architecture 
and people.” 

Diane Toroian Keaggy is director, Campus Life News in Public A� airs.

“We learned that you have 
to have that intellectual 
curiosity and eagerness to 
learn from others. That is one 
thing that unified all of us, no 
matter our background or 

interests.”   — PETER BIRKE

Toward a Civic Mission: 
Involve, Evolve

As a scholar of civic and community engagement, I 

have watched over the last five years as the mission 

of higher education has been challenged, and it 

has come at the same time that our communities 

have been challenged. From Ferguson to New York, 

 Cleveland to Baltimore, we have been asked as insti-

tutions and as individuals to act toward a more just 

and equitable society. At Washington University, we 

recognize these challenges, acting on this  moment to 

renew the charge of the newly constituted Gephardt 

Institute for Civic and Community Engagement.

Washington University has a rich legacy of com-

munity engagement, due in large part to the initiative 

and leadership of individual faculty, sta� , students 

and alumni. The institute, originally founded as the 

Gephardt Institute for Public Service a decade ago, 

initially focused on developing the next generation of 

civic leaders. Today, we will still do this; however, the 

manner in which we do our work has shi� ed. 

Across higher education, colleges and universi-

ties refer to a tripartite mission of teaching, research 

and service. The service mission has historically 

emphasized a charitable orientation, a focus on 

service. The shi�  occurring in higher education and 

at Washington University is toward a “civic mission” 

that embraces a problem-solving, partnership-based 

approach. A civic mission seeks to understand and 

benefit societal conditions by leveraging expertise 

and capacity across the university and does so in 

partnership with the community.

The renewed Gephardt Institute signals that civic 

and community engagement is valued across the 

entire institution — not just at the institute proper. We 

have been charged to sponsor a range of initiatives 

that catalyze connections between the community 

and the entire campus. All will have a mission of culti-

vating informed and actively engaged citizens.

Our initiatives will include: 

• Connecting community groups with Washington 

University students, sta�  and faculty who, through dia-

logue, can help expand capacity and solve problems. 

• Emphasizing education and critical analysis 

before action through the new “Meet St. Louis,” 

student group advising and support to sta�  working 

with students across campus. 

• Growing resources and technical assistance for 

faculty who want to connect their classroom content 

to the community to promote students’ real-world 

learning. 

• Assessing the impacts of Washington University’s 

community engagement through research e� orts 

involving both faculty and community partners.  

The renewed institute underscores the larger dif-

ference in approach — across a continuum from char-

ity to change, from “for” to “with,” from quantity of 

engagements to quality, from short-term to long-term. 

This work is not easy, but it is work well worth doing. 

It will require us all. We believe that by partnering 

with community, the civic involvement of  Washington 

 University students, faculty, sta�  and alumni can 

evolve stronger communities. As a member of the 

Washington University community, consider how you 

can become involved.  — Amanda Moore McBride, PhD

Amanda Moore McBride, PhD
Executive Director, Gephardt Institute for Civic and 
Community Engagement

Bettie Bofinger Brown Associate Professor, Brown School

“We have been charged to 
sponsor … initiatives that 
catalyze connections between 
the community and the entire 
campus … cultivating …
actively engaged citizens.”   

— AMANDA MOORE MCBRIDE, PHD

M
ark Katzm
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Birke says that all sorts of interesting tensions 
exist. “Our job is to study the economic indicators 
and then talk with the stakeholders to see what 
sort of  levers we have at our disposal to make an 
intervention,” Birke explains. His studies in eco-
nomics prepared Birke to analyze the data. But his 
tenure as a Civic Scholar working with the St. Louis 
County government taught him the value of talk-
ing face-to-face with community members. 

“We learned that you have to have that intel-
lectual curiosity and eagerness to learn from 
 others,” Birke says. “That is one thing that unifi ed 
all of us, no matter our background or interests.” 

After graduating from Washington  University, 
Birke was selected as a New York City Urban 
 Fellow where he studied the history and chal-
lenges of New York. He then worked at the city’s 
parks department before joining the newly created 
 Innovation and Strategy offi ce. Birke says New York 
City is a great laboratory to test innovative ideas. 

“I pursued this job in part because I wanted to 
understand how the same dynamics that I thought 
about while working in St. Louis County played 
out in a very different metropolis,” Birke says.

 “Because New York is at the forefront of a lot of 
policy issues, we have the chance to really explore 
what a progressive city looks like,” says Birke, who 
is from Madison, Wisconsin. “And because this 
city is such a bellwether in urban policy, a lot of 
the work we do here can help other cities.” 

Birke says he plans to stay in New York for 
now. He supports Mayor Bill de Blasio’s vision for 
“a more equal New York” and likes working with 
other civically engaged graduates. He eventually 
plans to earn a graduate policy-related degree 
before moving to another great American city — 
perhaps back to St. Louis.

“I’ve come to consider St. Louis my second 
home,” Birke says. “It’s a very different place from 
New York, but like New York, it has an amazing 
history and terrifi c neighborhoods, architecture 
and people.” 

Diane Toroian Keaggy is director, Campus Life News in Public A� airs.

schools, workplaces and courts; her teachers are the 
drug users and sex workers she serves. 

Marcus says the Civic Scholars Program taught 
her that meaningful engagement isn’t just doing; 
it’s also listening. 

“Learning the life stories of the drug users 
and sex workers I work with is helping me better 
 understand the intersectional challenges that 
 individuals face and think thoughtfully about ways 
to help,” Marcus says. A new friend and  co-worker, 
who was in prison for 37 years, is a former IV drug 
user. “He has had a totally different life in a totally 
different America from the one I have experi-
enced,” she says. “He has helped me realize that 
it’s one thing to read about  systemic oppression in 
the abstract, but it’s very  different to have relation-
ships with people who have lived that  experience.” 

Peter Birke: Exploring ‘what a 
progressive city looks like’

Peter Birke, AB ’13 (economics), works in the 
 Innovation and Strategy offi ce of New York City’s 
Department of Small Business Services, which 
studies emerging economic development issues 
for the city. He is part of a strategic planning team 
that conducts research on challenges facing job 
seekers, small businesses and neighborhoods.

“You are looking at  diffi cult puzzles with no 
clear answers; I think that’s the nature of policy 
work and government,” Birke says. “It is hard, but 
also very, very rewarding because you are impact-
ing people’s lives.”

“We learned that you have 
to have that intellectual 
curiosity and eagerness to 
learn from others. That is one 
thing that unified all of us, no 
matter our background or 

interests.”   — PETER BIRKE

   Peter Birke

Jennifer W
eisbord
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The east end is the last major area of the 
 Danforth Campus available for significant 
development. This project will create 

two new academic buildings, two multi-use 
pavilions, an underground parking garage and 
a transformative landscape. These enhance-
ments will give the university capacity to expand 
key  academic programs, create opportunities 
for  greater interdisciplinary interaction and 
transform the entrance to campus —  fostering 
a deeper programmatic and physical link with 
the rest of the campus and Forest Park.

Through this project, the university is convert-
ing an area that has been dominated by parking 
lots into a hub for state-of-the-art research and 
academic facilities and a vibrant green space.

The Danforth Campus is integral to our  
162-year history and intertwined with the history 
of St. Louis. Since 1905, its east end — topped by 
iconic Brookings Hall — has been the university’s 
front door.

In May 2017, a comprehensive landscape and 
architectural plan will spring into action, with 
particular focus on academic expansion and the 
overall campus experience.

With its planning history as a foundation, the 
enhancements to the east end of the Danforth 
Campus will include a focus on improved physi-
cal connections to Forest Park, inspired by the 
1895 Olmsted plan. This east end plan also main-
tains the ceremonial entry of the  Brookings Allée 
 created by the 1900 Cope &  Stewardson plan.

CONCEPTUAL VIEW:  
Depiction from the 
Central  Green

(Michael Vergason Landscape Architects)
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Enhancing the east end of the Danforth Campus

Campus Next

In 2017, Washington University in St. Louis will begin the 

largest capital project in the recent history of the Danforth Campus, 

transforming the east end to align with the university’s core academic 

mission of groundbreaking discovery, research and teaching. 

The east end is the last major area of the 
 Danforth Campus available for significant 
development. This project will create two 

new academic buildings, two multi-use pavilions, 
an underground parking garage and a trans-
formative landscape. These enhancements will 
give the university capacity to expand key aca-
demic programs, create opportunities for greater 
interdisciplinary interaction, and transform the 
entrance to campus —  fostering a deeper pro-
grammatic and physical link with the rest of the 
campus and Forest Park.

Through this project, the university is convert-
ing an area that has been dominated by parking 
lots into a hub for state-of-the-art research and 
academic facilities and a vibrant green space.

“For many years, we have envisioned ways to harness the potential of this  
prominent part of the Danforth Campus. The comprehensive plan approved by  
the Board of Trustees not only embraces our history and tradition – with roots 
grounded in the original concept design from the 1900s — it also has an eye toward 
the future, furthering our role as a world-class teaching and  
research institution. We are excited to see this  
vision become a reality.” 
— Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
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WELCOME CENTER AND THE HUB: 
Two New Interdisciplinary Pavilions 
Framing Brookings Hall
The Welcome Center and the Hub multi-use 
 pavilions will allow people to get to know 
 Washington University and make important con-
nections, whether on a fi rst visit to campus or at 
lunch with classmates and colleagues. Both facili-
ties will welcome visitors throughout the day.

The Welcome Center will offer all  visitors  
a home base for their  campus experience, and it 
will house  Undergraduate Admissions for assist-
ing prospective students and their families.

The Hub, open to the campus and broader 
community, will bring together dining, an 
outdoor café, alternative transportation support 
and academic programming, which will likely 
include the environmental studies program 
and the  Offi ce of  Sustainability.

HENRY A. AND ELVIRA H. JUBEL 
HALL: A New Building for the 
School of Engineering & Applied 
Science
Set to house the Department of  Mechanical 
 Engineering & Materials Science in the School 
of Engineering & Applied Science, Jubel Hall 
will offer infrastructure and research facilities 
that are key to fostering the interdisciplin-
ary nature of engineering. At Washington 
 University, engineering faculty and students 
collaborate across converging disciplines to 
focus on medicine and health, energy and the 
environment, and security. In this building, 
mechanical engineers will work closely with 
physicists, chemists, biologists, and chemical 
and biomedical engineers to promote the con-
vergence of mechanics, materials science and 
nanotechnology.

B

ANABETH AND JOHN WEIL HALL:  
A New Building for the Sam Fox 
School of Design & Visual Arts
Weil Hall will be a symbol of the university’s 
commitment to creativity in the 21st century and 
identify the Sam Fox School as a leader in design 
practice and education. This new front door 
to the Sam Fox School will express the impor-
tant roles for art and architecture in a research 
university and will help guide the future of these 
disciplines. Beautifully crafted and fundamen-
tally sustainable, Weil Hall will be an inspiring 
place for advanced scholarship, creative activity, 
innovative research and bold experimentation 
as faculty and students seek solutions to critical 
social and environmental challenges.

C

MILDRED LANE KEMPER ART 
MUSEUM: A New Lobby & 
Additional Gallery Space
An addition on the north side of the Kemper 
Art Museum will establish a transparent and 
 welcoming entry for the community as well 
as create  additional gallery space to showcase 
a larger portion of the museum’s world-class 
 collection. The project will include renovations 
integrating the Florence Steinberg Weil Sculpture 
Garden into the landscape of the east end of the 
Danforth Campus.
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WELCOME CENTER AND THE HUB: 
Two New Interdisciplinary Pavilions 
Framing Brookings Hall
The Welcome Center and the Hub multi-use 
 pavilions will allow people to get to know 
 Washington University and make important con-
nections, whether on a fi rst visit to campus or at 
lunch with classmates and colleagues. Both facili-
ties will welcome visitors throughout the day.

The Welcome Center will offer all  visitors  
a home base for their  campus experience, and it 
will house  Undergraduate Admissions for assist-
ing prospective students and their families.

The Hub, open to the campus and broader 
community, will bring together dining, an 
outdoor café, alternative transportation support 
and academic programming, which will likely 
include the environmental studies program 
and the  Offi ce of  Sustainability.

The east end plan will include new major 

buildings for the School of Engineering & 

Applied Science and the Sam Fox School 

of Design & Visual Arts, providing capacity 

to meet evolving needs and cultivating more 

collaboration between disciplines.
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A WELCOMING ENTRANCE
Landscaping will honor the historical design of 
the Danforth Campus and reflect the character of 
Forest Park, offering an enhanced, tree-lined frame 
of Brookings Hall.

Pedestrian access will be improved into and 
across the Danforth Campus. The landscape 
design will bring nearly all of the east end to 
the same elevation, offering a more accessible 
 entrance to the university. It also will offer 
 enhanced visibility of the Mildred Lane Kemper 
Art Museum and public programs at the Brown 
School and other campus venues.

A nearly 800-space underground parking garage 
will include two campus circulator shuttle stops.  

This garage, which will allow for the removal of 
surface parking and vehicular traffic from the 
east end, will make it possible for the building 
and landscaping projects to proceed and will 
ensure a safer and more pleasant pedestrian 
experience across campus. Vehicles will be able 
to enter the new underground garage from 
Forsyth Boulevard and Forest Park Parkway, and 
a vehicular drop-off area will be accessible from 
Skinker Boulevard. 

PLACES TO GATHER, CELEBRATE 
At the heart of the development of the east end 
of the Danforth Campus will be a beautiful and 
inviting new gathering place, the Central Green.

New terraces near the School of  Engineering 
& Applied Science and the Sam Fox School of 
Design & Visual Arts will connect to the  Central 
Green. This expanded green space will offer a 
tree-framed view of Brookings Hall and easy 
connections between the engineering and Sam 
Fox schools. Art and sculpture will be thought-
fully integrated into the landscape design. 

Buildings facing the Central Green will 
have “active edges,” blurring the line between 
indoor and outdoor spaces through window-
filled, ground-level floors and the placement of 
shade trees and movable furniture.

The east end will truly be transformative, 
creating a more collaborative, welcoming space. 
Stay tuned for more in the months to come.

CONCEPTUAL VIEW: 
Brookings Hall flanked by 
the Welcome Center (left) 
and the Hub (right)
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A WELCOMING ENTRANCE
Landscaping will honor the historical design of 
the Danforth Campus and reflect the character of 
Forest Park, offering an enhanced, tree-lined frame 
of Brookings Hall.

Pedestrian access will be improved into and 
across the Danforth Campus. The landscape 
design will bring nearly all of the east end to 
the same elevation, offering a more accessible 
 entrance to the university. It also will offer 
 enhanced visibility of the Mildred Lane Kemper 
Art Museum and public programs at the Brown 
School and other campus venues.

A nearly 800-space underground parking garage 
will include two campus circulator shuttle stops.  

This garage, which will allow for the removal of 
surface parking and vehicular traffic from the 
east end, will make it possible for the building 
and landscaping projects to proceed and will 
ensure a safer and more pleasant pedestrian 
experience across campus. Vehicles will be able 
to enter the new underground garage from 
Forsyth Boulevard and Forest Park Parkway, and 
a vehicular drop-off area will be accessible from 
Skinker Boulevard. 

PLACES TO GATHER, CELEBRATE 
At the heart of the development of the east end 
of the Danforth Campus will be a beautiful and 
inviting new gathering place, the Central Green.

The east end of the Danforth Campus will bring 

people together, whether they are working on 

an academic project or attending a public event. 

The Central Green space will be the heart of 

life on the east end. The Welcome Center, the 

Hub, the Clark-Fox Forum in Hillman Hall and 

the Kemper Art Museum, supported by a new 

underground parking garage, will draw visitors 

and help foster an active public space.

“We are transforming the entrance to campus, and  
we’re building several hundred thousand square feet 
of new  academic space — to foster a deeper program-
matic and  physical link with the rest of the campus as 
well as with  Forest Park and the St. Louis community.”
— Hank Webber, Executive Vice Chancellor for Administration

(Michael Vergason Landscape Architects)
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JAMES L. SWEATT III, MD ’62,  
a trim man with cotton-white hair and a deep 
voice, laughs as he thinks back to his admission 
interview with  Washington University’s School of 
Medicine. “I had the impression for years that it 
was routine for all the professors of the depart-
ments in the  medical school to sit around and 
quiz applicants for  admission,” he says. “I think 
it was the 25th or 50th Reunion when I found out 
that everyone else had been seen by one person 
and that was that.” 

The year was 1958, and though the School of 
Medicine had been integrated since 1947 (several 
months before President Truman’s Commission 
on Higher Education called on states to repeal 
laws requiring segregation in education), only 
one African American had previously matricu-
lated there, and he had dropped out.

Sweatt didn’t know that he could potentially 
become the school’s only black student and first 
black to graduate. No medical school had inter-
viewed him before, so when he arrived and saw 
all the professors, he took it in stride. 

When he found out years later that he’d gone 
through a more rigorous interview than his white 
classmates, he took that in stride too. “I was the 
first one through, so I guess they were just trying 
to make certain that I was going to use the King’s 
English,” he says. “They accepted me before my 
holiday break was over. They sent me a telegram.” 

When Harvard Medical School asked him to 
come in for an interview, Sweatt  politely declined, 
saying he was going to  Washington University.

Growing up in segregated schools

James L. Sweatt was born in 1937 and grew up in 
North Dallas on Thomas Avenue, the main drag 
for North Dallas’ black community. His family 
later moved to the newly built Southern Terrace 
apartments in South Dallas.  

“I was behind the move. My mother was 
a teacher in the school I was attending, and I 
caught hell from the other kids,” Sweatt chuckles. 
“She taught eighth grade, and I was scheduled 

to go there. I told her ‘uh-uh; I am not going to 
be taught by you.’” 

Sweatt’s parents were divorced, and he lived 
with his mother while his father worked as a high 
school principal in Galveston, Texas.

Dallas was still a segregated city. “Whites Only” 
signs peppered the landscape well into the 1950s. 
Downtown, blacks were allowed to buy clothes in 
the department store, but they weren’t allowed to 
try them on. 

When Sweatt was in elementary school, his 
uncle, Heman Marion Sweatt, integrated the 
 University of Texas Law School. Heman had  applied 
to UT but was denied entry. The university’s 
 president,  Theophilus Painter, told Heman  privately 
that his credentials should have gained him admit-
tance. The school  cited segregation laws as the 
basis for denying him entry, and Heman (with the 
help of the NAACP) filed suit against Painter in 
the spring of 1946.

Sweatt v. Painter made it all the way to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which decided in June 1950 that 
students were not given an equal quality law educa-
tion in the state of Texas, and, therefore, UT would 
have to admit qualified black applicants. That fall, 
Heman registered for classes.

“I was proud,” Sweatt says. But his uncle, 
who died in 1982, struggled at UT. The court 
cases had taken a toll on Heman’s health, and his 
marriage broke up while he was in school. Largely 
ostracized, and with external pressure  mounting, 
Heman dropped out in 1952. (Later, Heman’s 
 heroism was recognized: The courthouse where he 
filed his suit was named in his honor.)

Despite his uncle’s efforts, Sweatt still went to 
segregated schools, first interacting with whites 
when he was in high school and got a job as a 
 dishwasher at a medical facility. 

After graduation, Sweatt was planning on 
 attending Lincoln  University, an all-black school in 
Pennsylvania. But that changed when a representa-
tive from the National Negro Scholarship Society 
and Fund (NNSSF)  traveled through the South test-
ing black high school students to see if they could 
compete in integrated East Coast schools. Sweatt 
and two of his friends took the test; all three passed.
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JAMES L. SWEATT III, MD ’62,  
a trim man with cotton-white hair and a deep 
voice, laughs as he thinks back to his admission 
interview with  Washington University’s School of 
Medicine. “I had the impression for years that it 
was routine for all the professors of the depart-
ments in the  medical school to sit around and 
quiz applicants for  admission,” he says. “I think 
it was the 25th or 50th Reunion when I found out 
that everyone else had been seen by one person 
and that was that.” 

The year was 1958, and though the School of 
Medicine had been integrated since 1947 (several 
months before President Truman’s Commission 
on Higher Education called on states to repeal 
laws requiring segregation in education), only 
one African American had previously matricu-
lated there, and he had dropped out.

Sweatt didn’t know that he could potentially 
become the school’s only black student and first 
black to graduate. No medical school had inter-
viewed him before, so when he arrived and saw 
all the professors, he took it in stride. 

When he found out years later that he’d gone 
through a more rigorous interview than his white 
classmates, he took that in stride too. “I was the 
first one through, so I guess they were just trying 
to make certain that I was going to use the King’s 
English,” he says. “They accepted me before my 
holiday break was over. They sent me a telegram.” 

When Harvard Medical School asked him to 
come in for an interview, Sweatt  politely declined, 
saying he was going to  Washington University.

Growing up in segregated schools

James L. Sweatt was born in 1937 and grew up in 
North Dallas on Thomas Avenue, the main drag 
for North Dallas’ black community. His family 
later moved to the newly built Southern Terrace 
apartments in South Dallas.  

“I was behind the move. My mother was 
a teacher in the school I was attending, and I 
caught hell from the other kids,” Sweatt chuckles. 
“She taught eighth grade, and I was scheduled 

First in Class
Though he doesn’t consider himself a pathfinder, James L. Sweatt 

helped integrate some of the country’s top institutions, including 

Washington University School of Medicine.

BY ROSALIND EARLY
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ophthalmology professor, discovered that he had 
inadvertently admitted an African  American to 
a three-week postgraduate course. Since the uni-
versity’s trustees were worried about the  nation’s 
shortage of black physicians at the time, they 
announced the School of Medicine was desegre-
gated. The School of Social Work desegregated 
that December, and the Graduate School of Arts & 
Sciences followed in May 1948.

But the medical school was slow to admit 
blacks. Only two matriculated in a 10-year span.

“I think there was much goodwill in the 
school,” Sweatt said in a 1983 Outlook article. 
“More impetus was added later, certainly by 
the catalyst of Martin Luther King Jr., but the 
School of Medicine was certainly trying to 
 become integrated.”

Sweatt remembers encountering bigotry only 
twice: once, when he and his friends went to a 
movie, and he wasn’t let in; another time when 
they went to a restaurant that refused to serve him. 

Though he was the only black student, Sweatt 
did interact with black doctors. His uncle con-
nected him with a black surgeon in St. Louis, 
William Sinkler, MD, who worked at Homer G. 
Phillips, the black public hospital in St. Louis, 
where  Sweatt had rounds. 

“I thought they were sending me over to 
Homer G. Phillips because I am black,” Sweatt 
says. “That might have been why; I’m not certain. 
But it certainly helped to know that there were 
people around who were black and doing well.” 

During this time, Sweatt decided to become 
a surgeon, though specializing in cardiothoracic 
surgery came later. He says he was inspired by 
Harvey Butcher, MD, who told his class not to be 
intimidated about going into surgery because it 
was mostly about mastering the techniques and 
being good with your hands. 

“I thought, ‘Yeah, that sounds pretty good,’” 
Sweatt remembers, “and so I went into surgery.”

When Sweatt graduated in 1962, he was still 
the only black student at the school. It would 
be 10 years before another black student, Julian 
Mosley, MD ’72, matriculated.

“I think that happened because, among blacks, 
the Washington University medical school was 
perceived not only as traditionally white and 
expensive, but also as requiring almost impossibly 
impeccable credentials. Even well-qualified blacks 
didn’t think they would have much of a chance,” 
Mosley said in Outlook.

According to the former associate dean and 
 chairman of the admissions committee, John 
Herweg, MD ’45, the school had again become 
concerned about the number of black physicians. 

“Back in 1967, some students, a large group of 
faculty and administrators began to focus on what 
was being perceived and discussed nationwide as a 
problem — the underrepresentation in medicine, 
and other professions, of minority groups.”

Throughout the 1970s and ’80s, the medical 
school began to admit more minority students, 
eventually becoming the top medical school in 
the state for graduating minority applicants.

Breaking down barriers

Sweatt continued his medical career,  completing 
an internship at Cleveland Metropolitan 
 General  Hospital followed by two years of required 
service as a flight surgeon in the U.S. Air Force. 

After the service, Sweatt became a resident at 
the University of Colorado Medical Center. As a 
third-year resident, Sweatt conducted research 
on heart valve replacement and did mitral valve 
surgeries in the tuberculosis unit at Colorado’s 
 National Jewish Hospital. Sweatt enjoyed the work 
and decided to go into cardiothoracic surgery.

Though all his programs after  Washington 
University were integrated, Sweatt wasn’t done 
breaking down barriers. He completed his resi-
dency at the University of Texas Southwestern 

in  Dallas and then opened a private practice. In 
1975, early in his career, Sweatt was the first black 
to be appointed to the board of directors of Dallas’ 
Parkland Memorial Hospital.

Sweatt shrugs off the appointment, saying that 
it came through a golfing buddy. He also  explains 
away his joining the Dallas County  Medical 
 Society. “I went into it just so I’d know how best 
to set up my practice and how best to submit my 
statements for payment to the insurance company 
or to Medicare or Medicaid,” he says. 

However, in 1995, he became the first African-
American president of the Dallas County Medical 
Society. He went on, in 2000, to be appointed to 
the Texas State University System Board of Regents 
by then Gov. George W. Bush. 

Sweatt enjoys talking about the  medicine 
more than his accomplishments, explaining the 
 challenges and changes in thoracic surgery well 
enough that even a layperson can follow along. 
Throughout his  career, Sweatt made a point of stay-
ing up to date on best practices, completing more 
than 40 medical continuing education classes. 

As for breaking down barriers, “I never got 
into it for any of that,” Sweatt says reflectively. He 
pauses and smiles. “But I wouldn’t change it.”

Rosalind Early, AB ’03, is the associate editor of the magazine. 

“I think there was much goodwill in the school,” Sweatt said in a 

1983 Outlook article. “More impetus was added later, certainly by 

the catalyst of Martin Luther King Jr., but the School of Medicine 

was certainly trying to become integrated.”

Medical rounds included 
 working at Homer G. Phillips 
Hospital, then the city’s black 
public hospital. From left, 
James L. Sweatt III is pictured 
outside the hospital in 1960 
with fellow classmates Luis 
Vasconez, a doctor, John Stone 
and Ed Stewart. 

Courtesy photo
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“I was the only one who took advantage of 
it,” Sweatt says, “though I can’t say that I looked 
upon myself as someone doing the same thing 
as Uncle Heman.” 

Sweatt was handed a list of colleges where 
the NNSSF offered scholarships, and he got into 
Middlebury College. Middlebury also offered a 
scholarship, so he decided to go, sight unseen, to 
the small liberal arts school in Vermont.

“I felt out of place; it was all so different,” 
 Sweatt recalls. Though there were two African-
American upperclassmen, Sweatt didn’t have 
much interaction with them. Plus, Sweatt was 
behind academically. In one math course, “the 
professor started talking when I first walked in the 
room about the function of x. I’d had algebra, but 
this was calculus. I was lost.” 

He flunked the first round of exams because 
he hadn’t studied. So, Sweatt buckled down and 
found study partners to help him.

“The whole purpose [of the NNSSF] was to 
 integrate the schools on the East Coast and to 
prove that kids from down South could come 
up North and compete with kids from the prep 
schools,” Sweatt says. “Lord only knows that 
first year I had help from some of those kids 
from the prep schools.”

Studying paid off. “I have been drunk exactly 
one time in my life, and that was after I took 
the second round of exams,” Sweatt says. “I 
walked out of there, and I knew I had aced every 
one of those doggone things. And I drank 12 
cans of malt liquor.”

He’d never been so sick or so elated.

Deciding to become a surgeon

Sweatt doesn’t remember who recommended 
Washington University to him, but he applied 
and was asked to interview. Since money was 
tight, he made St. Louis a stop on his way home 
for  Christmas break. He didn’t stay to see the city 
during the visit; he was trying to get home to see 
a girl — his future wife, Mary Lois Hudson, whom 
he was escorting to a debutante ball.

When he arrived in St. Louis the  following 
fall, he realized that he was the only black 
student in the medical school and that St. Louis 
was still a segregated city.

“It didn’t affect me much, because by that 
time I had learned that study is required. So 
most of my time was spent on the campus or in 
the buildings affiliated with it, which weren’t 
 segregated,” he says.

Washington University School of Medicine  inte- 
grated in spring 1947 when Lawrence Post, MD, an 

ophthalmology professor, discovered that he had 
inadvertently admitted an African  American to 
a three-week postgraduate course. Since the uni-
versity’s trustees were worried about the  nation’s 
shortage of black physicians at the time, they 
announced the School of Medicine was desegre-
gated. The School of Social Work desegregated 
that December, and the Graduate School of Arts & 
Sciences followed in May 1948.

But the medical school was slow to admit 
blacks. Only two matriculated in a 10-year span.

“I think there was much goodwill in the 
school,” Sweatt said in a 1983 Outlook article. 
“More impetus was added later, certainly by 
the catalyst of Martin Luther King Jr., but the 
School of Medicine was certainly trying to 
 become integrated.”

Sweatt remembers encountering bigotry only 
twice: once, when he and his friends went to a 
movie, and he wasn’t let in; another time when 
they went to a restaurant that refused to serve him. 

Though he was the only black student, Sweatt 
did interact with black doctors. His uncle con-
nected him with a black surgeon in St. Louis, 
William Sinkler, MD, who worked at Homer G. 
Phillips, the black public hospital in St. Louis, 
where  Sweatt had rounds. 

“I thought they were sending me over to 
Homer G. Phillips because I am black,” Sweatt 
says. “That might have been why; I’m not certain. 
But it certainly helped to know that there were 
people around who were black and doing well.” 

During this time, Sweatt decided to become 
a surgeon, though specializing in cardiothoracic 
surgery came later. He says he was inspired by 
Harvey Butcher, MD, who told his class not to be 
intimidated about going into surgery because it 
was mostly about mastering the techniques and 
being good with your hands. 

“I thought, ‘Yeah, that sounds pretty good,’” 
Sweatt remembers, “and so I went into surgery.”

When Sweatt graduated in 1962, he was still 
the only black student at the school. It would 
be 10 years before another black student, Julian 
Mosley, MD ’72, matriculated.

“I think that happened because, among blacks, 
the Washington University medical school was 
perceived not only as traditionally white and 
expensive, but also as requiring almost impossibly 
impeccable credentials. Even well-qualified blacks 
didn’t think they would have much of a chance,” 
Mosley said in Outlook.

According to the former associate dean and 
 chairman of the admissions committee, John 
Herweg, MD ’45, the school had again become 
concerned about the number of black physicians. 

“Back in 1967, some students, a large group of 
faculty and administrators began to focus on what 
was being perceived and discussed nationwide as a 
problem — the underrepresentation in medicine, 
and other professions, of minority groups.”

Throughout the 1970s and ’80s, the medical 
school began to admit more minority students, 
eventually becoming the top medical school in 
the state for graduating minority applicants.

Breaking down barriers

Sweatt continued his medical career,  completing 
an internship at Cleveland Metropolitan 
 General  Hospital followed by two years of required 
service as a flight surgeon in the U.S. Air Force. 

After the service, Sweatt became a resident at 
the University of Colorado Medical Center. As a 
third-year resident, Sweatt conducted research 
on heart valve replacement and did mitral valve 
surgeries in the tuberculosis unit at Colorado’s 
 National Jewish Hospital. Sweatt enjoyed the work 
and decided to go into cardiothoracic surgery.

Though all his programs after  Washington 
University were integrated, Sweatt wasn’t done 
breaking down barriers. He completed his resi-
dency at the University of Texas Southwestern 

“I think there was much goodwill in the school,” Sweatt said in a 

1983 Outlook article. “More impetus was added later, certainly by 

the catalyst of Martin Luther King Jr., but the School of Medicine 

was certainly trying to become integrated.”

Other firsts for  
the School of 
Medicine
Sweatt wasn’t the only 
person who broke 
down barriers at the 
School of Medicine.

1918: Aphrodite 
Jannopoulo and Carol 
Skinner Cole become 
the first female medical 
students.

1921: Faye Cashatt,  
MD ’21, becomes the first 
woman to graduate from 
the medical school.

1949: Ernest St. John 
Simms becomes the 
first African American to 
hold a full-time academic 
appointment at the 
School of Medicine.

1949: Helen Nash, MD, 
becomes the first African-
American woman to join 
the clinical faculty staff at 
the School of Medicine.

Courtesy photo
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Marjorie (Mintz) Rosenbaum, 
LA 70, and her husband, Robert, 
LA 68, MD 72, are enjoying their 
medical careers and their children. 
One of their sons teaches college 
chemistry, their daughter is an 
internist, and their other son is 
studying economics at WashU and 
is a  co-captain on the crew team.

Joe Madison, LA 71, a SiriusXM 
radio host, made history when 
on June 11, 2015, he broadcast 
the first radio talk broadcast from 
Cuba in more than 50 years.

Peyton Gaunt III, MD 72, was 
honored for 25 years of volunteer 
service as medical director of the 
Pediatric Interim Care Center in 
Kent, Wash. A pioneer program, 
the center has treated nearly 3,000 
babies whose mothers used drugs 
during their pregnancies.

Dale Smith, TI 72, retired and 
completed his first novel, The 
Iguana Project. The mystery thriller 
tells the story of a lawyer who 
becomes involved with the mafia.

Patti (Heller) Adler, LA 73, and 
her husband, Peter, LA 73, are 
emeritus professors of sociology 
at the University of Colorado, 
Boulder, and the University of 
Denver, respectively. They reside 
in Wailea, Maui, Hawaii.

John Chatlos, LA 74, reports 
that his son, Taylor, attends Rutgers 
University and his daughter, Liviya, 
is a sophomore in high school.

Alan Bender, LA 75, was 
tapped for the Father of the Year 
award by the American Diabetes 
Association. The award recognizes 
men who have made family a 
priority while making outstanding 
contributions to their professions 
and communities.

Darlene Eyster, LA 75, HS 95, 
and her husband, Jeffrey Dreyer, 
SW 83, relocated to Colorado to be 
near their two sons, daughter-in-
law, and four young grandchildren. 

Eyster works for Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Lafayette, Colo.

Kenneth F. Berg, LA 76, an 
attorney with Ulmer & Berne LLP, 
was recognized as a top lawyer in 
Illinois by Illinois Super Lawyer.

Allisse C. Camazine, LA 76, was 
named chair of the board of Paule, 
Camazine & Blumenthal PC.

James Mendelson, LA 76, 
launched a boutique financial 

group offering personalized 
 support.

Lawrence Barry Schwartz, 
GR 76, MD 76, was honored 
by the American Academy of 
Allergy, Asthma and Immunology, 
which tapped him for its 
Distinguished Scientist Award 
for his contributions to the 
 understanding of mast cells in 
allergic disease.

Thomas O. Bean, LA 77, an 
attorney with Verrill Dana, was 
named Lawyer of the Year by 
Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly 
in recognition of his successful 
representational efforts toward 
establishing the people’s right to 
vote on casino gambling. He also 
serves on the National Advisory 
Board of WashU’s John C. Danforth 
Center on Religion and Politics.

Ken Cooper, LA 77, coauthored 
a photography book, Portraits of 
Purpose: A Tribute to Leadership 
(Three Bean Press, 2014). The 
book is a tribute to African 
Americans and their allies of all 
races who have worked for social 
change in the Boston area.

Emily (Parker) Castle, AR 78, 
managing principal of Castle 
Design, St. Louis, and a  teammate 

CALLING ALL ALUMNI:  

Washington University announced Oct. 8 that the university 
will name the playing court in the Field House for Mark 
Edwards, AB ’69, and Nancy Fahey, honoring the duo’s 
35th and 30th anniversaries as WashU’s men’s and women’s 
basketball coaches, respectively. 

The Edwards-Fahey Court will be officially dedicated during 
a ceremony held between the women’s and men’s basketball 
games against Case Western Reserve University on Friday, 
Feb. 12, 2016. On that special night, the athletic program also 
will honor the 2016 induction class into Washington University’s 
Sports Hall of Fame, and it is Eliot Family Night.

“The coaching legacies of Nancy Fahey and Mark Edwards are 
nearly unparalleled in the history of NCAA Division III athletics,” 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton says. “Their longevities and 
winning percentages put them in a very rare group of athletic 
leaders in the history of American collegiate sports. They have 
changed the lives of generations of student-athletes by the 
way they lead and the spirit of competition they have instilled. 
They have nurtured the development of great athletes and even 
greater individuals, and I could not be more pleased with the 
designation of our home court in their honor.”

“For more than three decades, Mark Edwards and Nancy 
Fahey have left an indelible imprint on the face of our athletics 
program,” says Josh Whitman, the John M. Schael Director of 
Athletics. “Not only have they enjoyed remarkable success, but 
they have done it with grace, humility and a collaborative spirit. 
They have been tremendous campus citizens, with a reach that 
far transcends the walls of the Field House. We are excited to 
celebrate this shared milestone in such a significant way.”

Edwards, who will toe the sidelines for his 35th season at his 
alma mater, has posted a 627-273 (.697) overall record and 
garnered NCAA Division III National Coach of the Year honors 
three times (2002, 2008, 2009).

Edwards has guided the Bears to two NCAA Division III National 
Championships, 13 University Athletic Association (UAA) titles 
and 19 NCAA tournaments. In addition, 19 student-athletes 

have earned 29 All-America awards under Edwards, along 
with eight Academic All-America honorees.

“What a great honor for Nancy and me to be recognized 
in the naming of the court. Although we are basketball 
coaches, I feel that we will be representing all of the 
student-athletes who have achieved so much success on 
the Field House court,” Edwards says. “The thing that makes 
this honor so special is that our names will forever be linked 
to future athletic successes and not just those of the past. 
Every time a net is cut down or a banner hung in the rafters, 
we will be a part of it. I can think of no greater honor.”

Fahey, who enters her 30th season, has led the Bears to a 
688-124 (.847) overall record. She is the only coach in NCAA 
Division III history to win five national championships, 
including a stretch of four consecutive titles from 1998-2001. 

During the 2011-12 season, she became the fastest coach 
in NCAA women’s basketball history to reach 600 wins. 
Her teams have won 21 UAA titles and have made 27 
NCAA Division III Tournament appearances, including a 
Division III-record 10 Final Four appearances.

Fahey achieved another pinnacle in 2012, becoming the 
first NCAA Division III representative to be inducted into the 
Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame in Knoxville, Tenn. 

“I am incredibly humbled by this honor, but this is truly 
about the WashU basketball family. That means every 
assistant coach, trainer, manager, administrator, sports 
information director and professor who has helped make 
this such a fantastic journey,” Fahey says. “My special 
thanks go to the players! They are the ones who have given 
their all for the past 30 years. This is a Bear family honor.”      

WashU Names Basketball Court to Honor
Coaches Mark Edwards and Nancy Fahey
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We want to hear about recent promotions, honors, appointments, 
travels, marriages (please report marriages after the fact) and 
births, so we can keep your classmates informed about impor-

tant changes in your lives.

Entries may take up to three issues after submission to appear in the 
magazine; they are published in the order in which they are received.

Please send news to:
Classnotes, Washington Magazine, Washington University in St. Louis,
Campus Box 1070, One Brookings Drive, St. Louis, MO 63130-4899

Email wustlmagclassnotes@wustl.edu
Washington magazine publishes Classnotes in the fall, spring and summer print issues.

A L U M N I  C O D E S

AR Architecture
BU Business
DE Dentistry
EN Engineering
FA Art
GA Graduate Architecture
GB Graduate Business
GD Graduate Dentistry
GF Graduate Art
GL Graduate Law
GM Graduate Medicine
GN Graduate Nursing
GR Graduate Arts & Sciences
HA Health Care Admin.

HS House Staff
LA Arts & Sciences
LW Law
MD Medicine
MT Manual Training
NU Nursing
OT Occupational Therapy
PT Physical Therapy
SI Sever Institute
SU Sever Institute   
Undergraduate
SW Social Work
TI  Tech. & Info. Mgmt.
UC University College
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Joe Young, LA 52, DE 54, was 
named honorary mayor of 
Chinatown, Honolulu. A member 
of the Hawaii Regional Cabinet, he 
is a longtime university supporter.

Demetri Kolokotronis, FA 53, 
bicycled solo from Cooper City, 
Fla., to his home in upstate New 
York, a 2,215-mile trip. His fully 
loaded bicycle carried everything 
he needed to camp and cook out 
during his travels. He returned 
home with lots of pictures of the 
sites, scenery and people he met 
along the way.

Aryeh Wineman, LA 54, trans-
lated and contributed a running 
commentary and analysis to 
a classic 19th-century Hasidic 
text in Letters of Light: Passages 
from Ma’or va-shemesh (Pickwick 
Publications, 2015). Rabbi 
Wineman has combined his life’s 
work in education and in the 

congregational rabbinate with a 
scholarly pursuit of Hebrew litera-
ture and Jewish mysticism.

Glen E. Stuckel, EN 60, was elected 
to a fourth four-year term as the 
17th district’s representative on 
the Louisville (Ky.) Metro Council. 
A home builder and remodeling 
contractor, he received an Alumni 
Achievement Award from WashU’s 
School of Engineering & Applied 
Science in 2002.

Patricia Neilson, FA 61, 
illustrated a children’s book, 
Cedric Cedar’s Christmas Wish 
(Mira Digital Publishing, 2014), 
and is currently working on the 
illustrations for a second book, 
The Queen’s Business, written by 
her mother-in-law.

Marianne Van Hassell, FA 64, 
who has retired, enjoys travel-
ing, volunteering at the local 

animal shelter and gardening. She 
recently joined the Manchester 
(Vt.) Garden Club to meet others 
with a passion for gardening.

Neil Levitt, AR 66, GA 67, who is 
semiretired, is busy watching his 
two children initiate their lives. 
His daughter, Emma, FA 05, is 
pursuing an MFA at the University 
of New Mexico. His son, Jesse, is 
completing a PhD in mathematics 
at Louisiana State University and 
preparing for his wedding in 2016.

Julie Wosk, LA 66, is the author 
of My Fair Ladies: Female Robots, 
Androids, and Other Artificial Eves 
(Rutgers University Press, 2015) 
and Women and the Machine: 
Representations From the Spinning 
Wheel to the Electronic Age (Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 2003). 
She teaches English, art history 
and studio painting at the State 
University of New York.

Cissy Lacks, LA 67, published 
Miriam’s Way (Beanie Books, 2013), 
a book based on the experiences 
of Miriam Kenisberg, a 13-year-old 
Polish Jew who escaped capture by 
German armies during World War II 
by entering the Russian forests.

Charles B. (“Chuck”) Ortner, 
LA 67, was named to Hollywood 
Reporter’s Power 100 list of enter-
tainment lawyers. He was cited for 
his representation of Lady Gaga, 
U2 and other recording artists.

Jim Steinberg, LA 68, launched 
a blog post about reading and 
 writing fiction on his website. 
Read his ideas and questions, 
views on his favorite authors 
and commentary on his own work 
at followyournosefiction.com. 

Rubén G. Rumbaut, LA 69, was 
elected to the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences in April 
2015. A Distinguished Professor 
of Sociology at the University 
of California, Irvine, in 2014 
he received the Distinguished 
Career Award from the American 
Sociological Association 
(International Migration Section).

Marjorie (Mintz) Rosenbaum, 
LA 70, and her husband, Robert, 
LA 68, MD 72, are enjoying their 
medical careers and their children. 
One of their sons teaches college 
chemistry, their daughter is an 
internist, and their other son is 
studying economics at WashU and 
is a  co-captain on the crew team.

Joe Madison, LA 71, a SiriusXM 
radio host, made history when 
on June 11, 2015, he broadcast 
the first radio talk broadcast from 
Cuba in more than 50 years.

Peyton Gaunt III, MD 72, was 
honored for 25 years of volunteer 
service as medical director of the 
Pediatric Interim Care Center in 
Kent, Wash. A pioneer program, 
the center has treated nearly 3,000 
babies whose mothers used drugs 
during their pregnancies.

Dale Smith, TI 72, retired and 
completed his first novel, The 
Iguana Project. The mystery thriller 
tells the story of a lawyer who 
becomes involved with the mafia.

Patti (Heller) Adler, LA 73, and 
her husband, Peter, LA 73, are 
emeritus professors of sociology 
at the University of Colorado, 
Boulder, and the University of 
Denver, respectively. They reside 
in Wailea, Maui, Hawaii.

John Chatlos, LA 74, reports 
that his son, Taylor, attends Rutgers 
University and his daughter, Liviya, 
is a sophomore in high school.

Alan Bender, LA 75, was 
tapped for the Father of the Year 
award by the American Diabetes 
Association. The award recognizes 
men who have made family a 
priority while making outstanding 
contributions to their professions 
and communities.

Darlene Eyster, LA 75, HS 95, 
and her husband, Jeffrey Dreyer, 
SW 83, relocated to Colorado to be 
near their two sons, daughter-in-
law, and four young grandchildren. 
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Catch up on news of fellow alumni.
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Eyster works for Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Lafayette, Colo.

Kenneth F. Berg, LA 76, an 
attorney with Ulmer & Berne LLP, 
was recognized as a top lawyer in 
Illinois by Illinois Super Lawyer.

Allisse C. Camazine, LA 76, was 
named chair of the board of Paule, 
Camazine & Blumenthal PC.

James Mendelson, LA 76, 
launched a boutique financial 
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In 2005, Dora Hughes, BS ’92, MD, MPH, was working as deputy 
director of the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and 

 Pensions in the U.S. Senate for the late Sen. Edward Kennedy when 
she met then-junior senator from Illinois named Barack Obama.

“I was intrigued,” Hughes says. “He’s very charismatic, and 
he’s a visionary.” She interviewed with him and was invited to 
become his health policy adviser.

“I was able to help draft the first genomics bill,” she says. 
“He was the first [in the Congress] to focus on personalized 
medicine. He was the first to focus on avian flu. Sen. Obama was 
generally always on the cutting edge.”

Though she’d expected to work with him only a year to help 
establish his health policy platform — Hughes wanted to get 
back to clinical medicine — she stayed on for two. In 2007, when 
Obama announced his run for president, Hughes helped shape his 
national health platform and watched him win the White House.

“I’ve had the most extraordinary good fortune of being in 
the right place at the right time and having the right skill set and 
training,” Hughes says.

Science and policy intersect 
Getting the right training started early, when Hughes entered 
Washington University in the fall of 1988 as a John B. Ervin 
Scholar. Hughes had excelled in math and science in high school 
and decided to study engineering. 

“After about two years, I started to think that medicine might 
be a better fit,” Hughes says. “I preferred the human application 
[of science].” So, Hughes got on the pre-med track and switched 
her major from chemical engineering to engineering and policy. 
As part of the major, Hughes remembers taking classes in politi-
cal science, economics (which she minored in) and law.

“That probably was even more influential on my career than 
having the engineering background,” Hughes says. “It opened 
my eyes to policy’s intersection with science and regulation.”

After graduating in 1992, Hughes returned to her native 
 Tennessee and attended Vanderbilt University School of 
 Medicine. She earned her medical degree in 1996 and went into 
a residency program at Brigham and Women’s Hospital (BWH) at 
Harvard Medical School. 

During her second year of residency, after having issues with 
double vision, Hughes was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis.

“That was another defining moment, as it always is when a 
doctor becomes a patient,” Hughes says. “You start to recognize 
some of the deficiencies in the health-care system even for those 
of us who are very knowledgeable.” 

Hughes was moved to start looking more closely at health-
care inequalities. She found a mentor in attending physician 

 JudyAnn Bigby, and under Bigby’s guidance reviewed medical 
charts and records to track disparities in health outcomes for low-
income women at clinics affiliated with BWH.

At the end of her residency, the hospital offered Hughes a job, 
but she turned it down and instead went into Harvard’s master 
of public health program. “I wanted to continue working with 
Dr. Bigby after my residency, but she pushed me to get additional 
training,” Hughes says. “The [experience] opened my eyes to policy 
in a very different way. We were completely immersed.”

When she graduated from the program in 2000, Hughes 
worked two years at the Commonwealth Fund, a private group 
that works to ensure quality health-care access for everyone. 
Then  Bigby, who would go on to become secretary of health for 
the state of  Massachusetts, recommended Hughes for a job work-
ing with Sen. Kennedy.

“I just couldn’t pass up the opportunity,” Hughes says. So she 
moved to Washington.

The road to health reform 
A few years later, Hughes joined then-Sen. Obama’s team, 
 advising him on public health and policy in the face of national 
health  challenges like avian flu and Hurricane Katrina.

“All of that was eventually trumped by helping with his cam-
paign health platform and really thinking critically about how as a 
nation we could achieve universal health coverage,” Hughes says. 

When Obama won the presidency, she was named counselor 
for science and public health to Secretary Kathleen Sebelius in 
the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

“It was a tremendous experience,” Hughes recalls. During 
her time at HHS, Hughes worked on implementing health reform 
and providing policy direction for other issues as they arose, like 
H1N1, outbreaks of foodborne illnesses and the BP oil spill.

Hughes assisted with the development and early  imple - 
mentation of the Affordable Care Act, and she held  leadership 
roles on  several White House groups, including the  president’s 
Food Safety Working Group; the Committee on  Science, 
 Technology, Engineering, and Math Education; and the 
 Childhood Obesity Task Force.

“This involvement really helped me understand the power 
of the  federal  government and how it could impact the everyday 
lives of  Americans,” Hughes says. 

At HHS, Hughes remembers scheduling first calls at 5:45 a.m. 
and having conference calls that started at 9:30 p.m. “There was 
a lot of sacrifice across the board for everyone,” Hughes says. 
“But we were very willing to serve for the common good. In some 
ways, I would say it was the same as working in residency.”

After getting married in 2009 and having her first child in 2010, 
though, Hughes’ packed schedule was suddenly coming at the 
expense of her family. So in 2012, before Obama’s second term 
began, Hughes left HHS.

Andres Alonso

Dora Hughes, BS ’92, MD, MPH
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Dora Hughes, MD, MPH, has spent her career at 
the  intersection of science, health and public policy. 

Today, she is a senior health policy adviser in Sidley Austin’s 
Government Strategies practice, a part of a bipartisan law firm on 
K Street. She provides advice to clients on the implementation of 
the Affordable Care Act, including access and quality provisions. And 
she has helped organizations with federal health initiatives, such 
as those focused on the Ebola response, antimicrobial resistance 
and precision medicine.

“Sidley has allowed me to work across a number of areas,” 
Hughes says. “I’m still able to work on health-care quality issues, 
access issues and regulatory issues. And in some cases I’ve contin-
ued to work on issues that I’d started to work on while in the federal 
government.” Though the hours are still long, Hughes’ schedule is 
more flexible, allowing her more time for her family. 

Hughes credits some of her becoming a D.C.-policy-insider to 
her start at Washington University. “As much as I enjoy clinical 
medicine, I’ve continued to pursue health and public policy issues 
as they pertain to medicine,” Hughes says. “And I’ve found that my 
early years at WashU and exposure to so many different subjects as 
part of the engineering and policy major really shaped my eventual 
career direction 20-some years later.”             — Rosalind Early, AB ’03
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Advancing Affordable Care

In 2005, Dora Hughes, BS ’92, MD, MPH, was working as deputy 
director of the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and 

 Pensions in the U.S. Senate for the late Sen. Edward Kennedy when 
she met the then-junior senator from Illinois named Barack Obama.

“I was intrigued,” Hughes says. “He’s very charismatic, and 
he’s a visionary.” She interviewed with him and was invited to 
become his health policy adviser.

“I was able to help draft the first genomics bill,” she says. 
“He was the first [in the Congress] to focus on personalized 
medicine. He was the first to focus on avian flu. Sen. Obama was 
generally always on the cutting edge.”

Though she’d expected to work with him only a year to help 
establish his health policy platform — Hughes wanted to get 
back to clinical medicine — she stayed on for two. In 2007, when 
Obama announced his run for president, Hughes helped shape his 
national health platform and watched him win the White House.

“I’ve had the most extraordinary good fortune of being in 
the right place at the right time and having the right skill set and 
training,” Hughes says.

Science and policy intersect 
Getting the right training started early, when Hughes entered 
Washington University in the fall of 1988 as a John B. Ervin 
Scholar. Hughes had excelled in math and science in high school 
and decided to study engineering. 

“After about two years, I started to think that medicine might 
be a better fit,” Hughes says. “I preferred the human application 
[of science].” So, Hughes got on the pre-med track and switched 
her major from chemical engineering to engineering and policy. 
As part of the major, Hughes remembers taking classes in politi-
cal science, economics (which she minored in) and law.

“That probably was even more influential on my career than 
having the engineering background,” Hughes says. “It opened 
my eyes to policy’s intersection with science and regulation.”

After graduating in 1992, Hughes returned to her native 
 Tennessee and attended Vanderbilt University School of 
 Medicine. She earned her medical degree in 1996 and went into 
a residency program at Brigham and Women’s Hospital (BWH) at 
Harvard Medical School. 

During her second year of residency, after having issues with 
double vision, Hughes was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis.

“That was another defining moment, as it always is when a 
doctor becomes a patient,” Hughes says. “You start to recognize 
some of the deficiencies in the health-care system even for those 
of us who are very knowledgeable.” 

Hughes was moved to start looking more closely at health-
care inequalities. She found a mentor in attending physician 

 JudyAnn Bigby, and under Bigby’s guidance reviewed medical 
charts and records to track disparities in health outcomes for low-
income women at clinics affiliated with BWH.

At the end of her residency, the hospital offered Hughes a job, 
but she turned it down and instead went into Harvard’s master 
of public health program. “I wanted to continue working with 
Dr. Bigby after my residency, but she pushed me to get additional 
training,” Hughes says. “The [experience] opened my eyes to policy 
in a very different way. We were completely immersed.”

When she graduated from the program in 2000, Hughes 
worked two years at the Commonwealth Fund, a private group 
that works to ensure quality health-care access for everyone. 
Then  Bigby, who would go on to become secretary of health for 
the state of  Massachusetts, recommended Hughes for a job work-
ing with Sen. Kennedy.

“I just couldn’t pass up the opportunity,” Hughes says. So she 
moved to Washington.

The road to health reform 
A few years later, Hughes joined then-Sen. Obama’s team, 
 advising him on public health and policy in the face of national 
health  challenges like avian flu and Hurricane Katrina.

“All of that was eventually trumped by helping with his cam-
paign health platform and really thinking critically about how as a 
nation we could achieve universal health coverage,” Hughes says. 

When Obama won the presidency, she was named counselor 
for science and public health to Secretary Kathleen Sebelius in 
the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

“It was a tremendous experience,” Hughes recalls. During 
her time at HHS, Hughes worked on implementing health reform 
and providing policy direction for other issues as they arose, like 
H1N1, outbreaks of foodborne illnesses and the BP oil spill.

Hughes assisted with the development and early  imple - 
mentation of the Affordable Care Act, and she held  leadership 
roles on  several White House groups, including the  president’s 
Food Safety Working Group; the Committee on  Science, 
 Technology, Engineering, and Math Education; and the 
 Childhood Obesity Task Force.

“This involvement really helped me understand the power 
of the  federal  government and how it could impact the everyday 
lives of  Americans,” Hughes says. 

At HHS, Hughes remembers scheduling first calls at 5:45 a.m. 
and having conference calls that started at 9:30 p.m. “There was 
a lot of sacrifice across the board for everyone,” Hughes says. 
“But we were very willing to serve for the common good. In some 
ways, I would say it was the same as working in residency.”

After getting married in 2009 and having her first child in 2010, 
though, Hughes’ packed schedule was suddenly coming at the 
expense of her family. So in 2012, before Obama’s second term 
began, Hughes left HHS.

PROFILE Dora Hughes, BS ’92, MD, MPH

were regional winners of the 
2013-14 Sub-Zero and Wolf Kitchen 
Design Contest. The team’s renova-
tion of the kitchen in the boyhood 
home of T.S. Eliot moved on to 
compete at the Best of the Best 
Winners’ Summit and Gala. 

Bruce E. Friedman, LA 78, a 
principal with Paule, Camazine 
& Blumenthal PC, St. Louis, was 
elected chair of the Family & 
Juvenile Law Section of The Bar 
Association of Metropolitan St. 
Louis for the 2015-16 term. 

Kim Schatzel, LA 78, is serving 
as interim president of Eastern 
Michigan University, in Ypsilanti. 
She is the university’s provost and 
executive vice president of aca-
demic affairs and student affairs. 

Jay Kirschbaum, BU 79, was 
elected chair of the American 
Benefits Council for 2015. The 
council advocates in Washington, 
D.C., on behalf of employee ben-
efit plans. 

Kris Anderson, GB 80, is serv-
ing a second term on the Drury 
University board of trustees after 
a long hiatus. He first served the 
board from 1993 to 1997. A retired 
construction executive, he has a 
design, build and development 
consulting business, Anderson 
Associates II.

AJ Chivetta, AR 80, along with 
Maria Desloge, GR 95, is a found-
ing member of Selequity.com, 
an online commercial real estate 
crowdfunding platform that con-
nects accredited investors with 
commercial real estate projects.

Judy Kornfeld, LA 80, has lived 
and worked in Strasbourg, France, 
for more than 20 years. She chose 
Strasbourg as her home because 
of her junior-year-abroad experi-
ence in the city and guidance from 
the WashU French department. A 
board-certified teacher, she has 
three children and one grandson.

Donald R. Lassman, LA 80, 
was awarded the inaugural 
District of Massachusetts Award 
at the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Massachusetts Pro 
Bono Awards. He was recognized 
for his work on behalf of members 
of the military and their families 
in the state.

Sheila Lewis, BU 80, launched 
Ashton212, a consulting firm that 
places mid- to senior-level talent 
in interim positions in Fortune 500, 
mid-cap and startup firms, in 2012. 
Earlier, she founded Flyin’ West, a 
strategic marketing firm.

Irene Aguilar, LA 81, is a 
Colorado physician and a state 
senator. Among her community 
service activities, she serves 
as president of Health Care for 
All Colorado, advocating for a 
comprehensive, affordable, high- 
quality health-care system for all.

David J. Baltzer, HA 81, is 
president-elect of Missouri Health 
Executives Group, the state 
chapter of the American College of 
Healthcare Executives.

David B. Bancroft, SI 81, was 
named executive director of the 
Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, respon-
sible for the organization’s growth 
and development. Previously, he 
was president of the Alliance for 
the Chesapeake Bay, an environ-
mental partnership organization in 
the mid-Atlantic region. 

Joseph McGauley, AR 81, 
is president of newly formed 
Gershman Commercial Equities. 
The firm acquires and repositions 
office, industrial, retail and mixed-
use properties in St. Louis and the 
surrounding area.

Patrick McKenna, LW 81, and 
Carolyn Mussio, LW 83, recently 
married.

Stephen Jones, LW 82, an 
attorney in Armstrong Teasdale’s 
corporate/mergers group, was 
featured in the 2015 edition of 
Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business.  
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Steven Taibl, LA 82, joined 
the Pittsburgh law firm Cohen & 
Grigsby PC, as a director.

Alan F. Freed, LW 83, was 
named vice president of Paule, 
Camazine & Blumenthal PC, 
a St. Louis law firm.

Sandra Marks, GB 83, joined 
Clayco as senior vice president 
in the Office of Government and 
Community Affairs. Her purview 
includes outreach, alignment 
of community resources, and 
improvement of the design and 
construction industry.

Jeanette Meyer, LA 83, of Meyer 
and Associates, Fort Collins, Colo., 
was a recipient of the 2015 Five 
Star Real Estate Agent Award 
based on customer evaluations of 
her professionalism and commit-
ment to service. Earlier, she was 
inducted into the RE/MAX Hall of 
Fame for her consistent year-after-
year productivity.

Devarati Rastogi, EN 83, joined 
Lockwood, Andrews & Newman 
as managing director of the 
transportation business group. She 
previously was a vice president 
with URS Corp., responsible for 
the company’s North Texas and 
Oklahoma operations.

Michael Rogovin, EN 83, is vice 
president of operations of New 
York Medical College, part of the 
Touro College and University 
System, in Valhalla, N.Y.

Joy (Nelkin) Wieder, FA 83, 
launched Joyously Yours Custom 
Invitations; the company creates 
invitations for all types of events 
and celebrations.

Paul Breuer, FA 84, retired from 
the Affton (Mo.) School District 
but will continue to teach at the 
Bilkent Erzurum Laboratory School 
in Erzurum, Turkey.

Mary E. Buettner, LA 84, LW 87, 
an attorney in private practice in 
Waterloo, Ill., was named to the 
Southwestern Illinois College 
Foundation Board. As a board 
member, she will help guide the 

foundation’s efforts to support 
educational and cultural activities. 
She worked as in-house counsel 
for large national corporations 
based in St. Louis before establish-
ing her Waterloo practice in 1996.

Robin (Nelson) Crocker, FA 84, 
was married in August 2014 and 
returned to freelance  presentation 
design through her company, 
Oceanroar Graphics.

David William Duke, LW 84, 
released his fifth book, The Duke 
Legacy (iUniverse, 2014), chroni-
cling 200 years of stories passed 
down through the Duke family 
about the multi-billion-dollar 
empire and the founding of Duke 
University. 

Carol Elliott, UC 84, is imple-
menting a data architecture 
strategy for FedEx Ground at its 
headquarters in the Pittsburgh area.

Richard K. Hellerman, LA 84, 
founder and president of the Law 
Office of Richard K. Hellerman PC, 
in Chicago, obtained a ground-
breaking trial victory in Cook 
County, Ill. For the first time in 
Illinois history, a court found that 
a labor union could be held liable 
as the legal successor of a prior, 
dissolved union.

Conrad “Shawn” Kee, LA 84, LW 
87, a shareholder of Jackson Lewis 
PC, relocated to Salt Lake City to  
open the firm’s 55th office. Kee, rec-
ognized as a leader in his field by 
Chambers USA, is also a lieutenant 
colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve.

Thomas Luebke, LA 84, LA 84, 
earned the Thomas Jefferson 
Award for Public Architecture 
from The American Institute of 
Architects for his leadership of the 
U.S. Commission of Fine Arts during 
a time of unprecedented change 
and for his commitment to public 
architecture as an integral part of 
the nation’s cultural heritage.

John Louie Go, LA 85, was 
inducted as a fellow in the 
American College of Radiology. 
Go is director of head and neck 

imaging and an assistant professor 
of radiology and otolaryngology 
at the University of Southern 
California’s Keck School of 
Medicine in Los Angeles.

Alexander S. Douglas II, LA 
86, a partner in the law firm of 
ShuffieldLowman, was named a 
2015 Florida Super Lawyer.

Richard Hunsaker, LW 86, was 
made a shareholder in the law firm 
Heyl Royster, where he has worked 
since 1986. He currently prac-
tices in the firm’s Edwardsville, 
Ill., office and specializes in the 
defense of medical providers.

Alan Schmitz, LW 86, is general 
counsel for Connect for Health 
Colorado, a state-based market-
place for the purchase of health 
insurance under the Affordable 
Care Act.

Evren Senol, EN 86, EN 86, SI 
89, continues to apply engineering 
and problem-solving skills by help-
ing buyers, sellers and investors in 
the field of real estate. He and his 
wife, Laurie Day Senol, SI 89,  
TI 89, are in close contact with their 
son, Andrew, who is pursuing stud-
ies in the School of Engineering & 
Applied Science at WashU.

Timothy Van Valen, LW 86, 
is an attorney with Gallagher & 
Kennedy, PA, representing clients 
in courthouse litigation and 
appeals to taxation issues. He also 
drafts legislation and offers advice 
and compliance on tax incentives.

Laura Barrett, SW 87, is 
executive director of the Center for 
Health, Environment and Justice, 
which trains grassroots leaders to 
fight corporations that pollute the 
environment and create health 
risks in their communities. The 
group also works on other environ-
mental and sustainability issues.

Chad Morse, SW 87, received 
the National Association of Social 
Workers-Alaska Chapter 2015 
Community Member of the Year 
Award. Morse was recognized 
for his guidance to students and 

commitment to promoting social 
services and social work issues. He 
is a clinical professor and gradu-
ate certificate coordinator at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage 
School of Social Work.

Dana (Trotter) Buckley, LA 88, 
was promoted to fire captain at 
Monarch Fire Protection District 
in Chesterfield, Mo., in October 
2014. She is the first woman in the 
history of the Monarch district to 
attain an officer’s rank in fire sup-
pression. Dana and her husband, 
Gary, reside in St. Louis.

Anne Elliott, FA 88, had her 
work, The Beginning of the 
End of the Beginning, released 
by Ploughshares Solos series. 
Ploughshares publishes long-for-
mat stories and essays digitally.

Stephen Kozak, LA 88, SW 90, 
was appointed director of behav-
ioral health services for commercial 
and senior products for the Tufts 
Health Plan, which serves members 
in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Fred Abrahams, LA 89, pub-
lished Modern Albania: From 
Dictatorship to Democracy in 
Europe (NYU Press, 2015), a vivid 
history of the Albanian Communist 
regime’s fall and the trials and 
tribulations that led the country 
to become the state it is today. 
Abrahams is a special adviser at 
Human Rights Watch and a writer 
who has worked for 20 years in 
areas marred by political crises 
and armed conflict, including the 
Balkans and the Middle East.

Daniel D. Doyle, LW 89, joined 
Lashly & Baer PC, as of counsel. He 
also was selected for inclusion in 
Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers. 

Bradley Gould, LA 89, an attor-
ney with GrayRobinson, was named 
to the 2016 Best Lawyers in America 
list in the eminent domain and 
condemnation law practice area. 

Ed Palattella, LA 89,  co-authored 
A History of Heists: Bank Robbery 
in America (Rowman & Littlefield, 
2015). Earlier, he  co-authored 

Pizza Bomber: The Untold Story 
of America’s Most Shocking Bank 
Robbery (Berkley Books, 2012), 
which is in its third printing and in 
development for a film. 

Edward Schwarzschild, GR 89, 
GR 94, was awarded a fellow-
ship in fiction from the New York 
Foundation for the Arts. 

Richard Bridge, SI 90, an attorney 
with Armstrong Teasdale in the 
intellectual property group, was 
featured in the 2015 edition of 
Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business.

Dawn Keck Gilman, LA 90, 
is executive director of the 
Emergency Services & Homeless 
Coalition of Northeast Florida, 
formed in 1978 by a group of social 
services agencies and downtown 
religious leaders. The agency and 
the Jacksonville, Fla., area were 
selected to participate in Zero: 
2016, a national campaign to end 
veteran and chronic homelessness.

Gillian Harper Ice, LA 90, 
co-authored Disasters in Field 
Research: Preparing for and Coping 
with Unexpected Events (Rowman 
& Littlefield, 2015). She is an asso-
ciate professor in the Department 
of Social Medicine, Ohio University 
Heritage College of Osteopathic 
Medicine.

Heather Rosen, LA 90, left the 
practice of law after a health crisis 
and opened a consulting business 
to help people get their own fresh 
starts in business.

Deborah Koplovitz, LA 91, is a 
partner in the law firm of Rosen 
Livingston & Cholst LLP in New 
York City, practicing in the areas 
of commercial litigation and real 
estate. She lives in New York City 
with her husband and two chil-
dren, Jasmine, 14, and Charles, 7.

Ian Post, EN 92, moved to 
Larchmont, N.Y., and is building 
Fifth Set Investment Advisors LLC, 
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commitment to promoting social 
services and social work issues. He 
is a clinical professor and gradu-
ate certificate coordinator at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage 
School of Social Work.

Dana (Trotter) Buckley, LA 88, 
was promoted to fire captain at 
Monarch Fire Protection District 
in Chesterfield, Mo., in October 
2014. She is the first woman in the 
history of the Monarch district to 
attain an officer’s rank in fire sup-
pression. Dana and her husband, 
Gary, reside in St. Louis.

Anne Elliott, FA 88, had her 
work, The Beginning of the 
End of the Beginning, released 
by Ploughshares Solos series. 
Ploughshares publishes long-for-
mat stories and essays digitally.

Stephen Kozak, LA 88, SW 90, 
was appointed director of behav-
ioral health services for commercial 
and senior products for the Tufts 
Health Plan, which serves members 
in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Fred Abrahams, LA 89, pub-
lished Modern Albania: From 
Dictatorship to Democracy in 
Europe (NYU Press, 2015), a vivid 
history of the Albanian Communist 
regime’s fall and the trials and 
tribulations that led the country 
to become the state it is today. 
Abrahams is a special adviser at 
Human Rights Watch and a writer 
who has worked for 20 years in 
areas marred by political crises 
and armed conflict, including the 
Balkans and the Middle East.

Daniel D. Doyle, LW 89, joined 
Lashly & Baer PC, as of counsel. He 
also was selected for inclusion in 
Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers. 

Bradley Gould, LA 89, an attor-
ney with GrayRobinson, was named 
to the 2016 Best Lawyers in America 
list in the eminent domain and 
condemnation law practice area. 

Ed Palattella, LA 89,  co-authored 
A History of Heists: Bank Robbery 
in America (Rowman & Littlefield, 
2015). Earlier, he  co-authored 

Pizza Bomber: The Untold Story 
of America’s Most Shocking Bank 
Robbery (Berkley Books, 2012), 
which is in its third printing and in 
development for a film. 

Edward Schwarzschild, GR 89, 
GR 94, was awarded a fellow-
ship in fiction from the New York 
Foundation for the Arts. 

Richard Bridge, SI 90, an attorney 
with Armstrong Teasdale in the 
intellectual property group, was 
featured in the 2015 edition of 
Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business.

Dawn Keck Gilman, LA 90, 
is executive director of the 
Emergency Services & Homeless 
Coalition of Northeast Florida, 
formed in 1978 by a group of social 
services agencies and downtown 
religious leaders. The agency and 
the Jacksonville, Fla., area were 
selected to participate in Zero: 
2016, a national campaign to end 
veteran and chronic homelessness.

Gillian Harper Ice, LA 90, 
co-authored Disasters in Field 
Research: Preparing for and Coping 
with Unexpected Events (Rowman 
& Littlefield, 2015). She is an asso-
ciate professor in the Department 
of Social Medicine, Ohio University 
Heritage College of Osteopathic 
Medicine.

Heather Rosen, LA 90, left the 
practice of law after a health crisis 
and opened a consulting business 
to help people get their own fresh 
starts in business.

Deborah Koplovitz, LA 91, is a 
partner in the law firm of Rosen 
Livingston & Cholst LLP in New 
York City, practicing in the areas 
of commercial litigation and real 
estate. She lives in New York City 
with her husband and two chil-
dren, Jasmine, 14, and Charles, 7.

Ian Post, EN 92, moved to 
Larchmont, N.Y., and is building 
Fifth Set Investment Advisors LLC, 

an investment management and 
financial planning firm.

Susan Raneri, GA 92, moved to 
Cambridge, Mass., to be closer to 
her aging parents. She works at 
WR Grace in Cambridge as a North 
America product manager.

Alexander Rice, AR 92, joined 
Archer & Buchanan Architecture, 
Ltd. For more than 20 years, he has 
specialized in historic preservation, 
restoration and renovation projects 
in the Philadelphia area.

Kathleen Saunders, UC 92, 
of South Technical High School 
(St. Louis), received an Emerson 
Excellence in Teaching Award for 
her achievements and dedication 
to the field of education and her 
vital role in shaping students’ lives. 
Recipients are selected by the chief 
administrators of their school dis-
tricts or educational institutions.

Eric Schnall, LA 92, producer 
and marketing director of Broadway 
shows, won a Best Musical Revival 
Tony Award in 2014 for producing 
Hedwig and the Angry Inch. He says 
he loved his years at WashU and is 
happy and proud to represent the 
university on Broadway. 

Arnor Bieltvedt, GF 94, partici-
pated in the 10th Annual Pasadena 
ArtWalk, the city’s largest art fair. 
Bieltvedt displayed his abstract 
expressionistic paintings, which are 
tied to his native Iceland and cur-
rent home of Southern California.

Josh B. Gordon, LA 94, was pro-
moted to counsel at Irell & Manella 
LLP. Gordon represents individuals 
and corporations in intellectual 
property and other commercial 
disputes. He was recognized as a 
Rising Star by Super Lawyers maga-
zine in 2014.

Brenda (Wolkstein) Lowenberg, 
LA 94, and her husband, Marc, 
are the proud parents of Hannah 
Yael, born Nov. 3, 2014. The family 
resides in a suburb of Philadelphia.

Andy Mozina, GR 94, GR 98, pub-
lished Quality Snacks, his second 
collection of short stories (Wayne 

State University Press, 2014). His 
first novel, Contrary Motion, will 
be published by Spiegel & Grau, a 
Random House imprint, in 2016.

Lynnell Thomas, LA 94, LA 94, 
has written Desire and Disaster in 
New Orleans: Tourism, Race, and 
Historical Memory (Duke University 
Press, 2014). 

Lisa (Hibbard) Boero, LA 95, 
LW 00, was named chief legal offi-
cer at Security Health Plan, where 
she has worked since 2009.

Maria Desloge, GR 95, along 
with AJ Chivetta, AR 80, is a 
founding member of Selequity.
com, an online commercial real 
estate crowdfunding platform that 
connects accredited investors with 
commercial real estate projects.

Gary DuBois, LW 95, SW 98, 
was elected to the California State 
University, San Bernardino, College 
of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Hall of Fame. He was honored for 
his contributions to his profession 
and to the community. DuBois is 
director of cultural resources man-
agement for the Pechanga Band of 
Luiseño Indians. 

Robin Hackney, BU 95, joined 
Greenway Health as the organiza-
tion’s chief marketing officer.

Basharat Muneer, BU 95, 
graduated from the University of 
Oklahoma College of Medicine and 
then completed multiple residencies 
and fellowships in cardiology, heart 
failure and transplants. He works 
in a specialty cardiology group in 
Chicago. Muneer and his wife have 
a daughter, 10, and a son, 6.

Paul Stevens, LA 95, and 
Genevieve Richards Stevens, 
LA 96, brought home Mia Noelle 
on Dec. 17, 2014. She joined 
older siblings Bryan, Michelle and 
Matthew. Paul is director of admis-
sions and head volleyball coach 
at Blessed Trinity Catholic High 
School in Atlanta; Genevieve is a 
full-time mother.

Flaviano Giorgini, GM 96, 
spoke at the 14th International 

Society for Tryptophan Research 
Conference, held in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., in September.

Mary Jo Gorman, EMBA 96, 
earned a Distinguished Alumni 
Award from Southern Illinois 
University School of Medicine in 
Springfield. A spokesperson and 
advocate for the intensivist short-
age, Gorman has co-founded three 
critical-care companies.

Lora Hooper, GM 96, was 
elected to the National Academy 
of Sciences for her research on 
understanding how resident intes-
tinal bacteria influence the biology 
of mammalian hosts. She is a pro-
fessor in the departments of immu-
nology and microbiology at the 
University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center.

Achyut Kantawala, AR 96, is 
working on the design and con-
struction of a two-story complex 
that includes a Ritz Carlton in 
Mumbai, India.

Bridget A. (Glynn) Manning, 
EN 96, married Matthew W. 
Manning in La Grange, Ill., in 
September 2014. The wedding 
was attended by James Glynn, 
EN 95, the bride’s brother; Claire 
Pluard, LA 12, the bride’s cousin; 
and Jennifer Goaring, EN 96, 
and Kalpana Bodavula, LA 96. 
Manning works as a privacy and 
data protection manager for 
General Electric.

Kevin L. Center, LA 97, started 
a new business, PostNet–Atlanta, 
which focuses on business-to-
business printing and shipping. 
As the Atlanta-area developer for 
PostNet, he is also involved in 
recruiting franchisees. Center and 
his wife, Melissa, welcomed Lillian 
Elaine to their family in May 2014. 
She joined sister Emily, 5, and 
brother Luke, 3.

Nimrod T. Chapel Jr., GL 97, 
was recognized in the Best of CLE 
Spotlight, which acknowledges 
legal professionals who have dem-
onstrated outstanding  leadership 
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Composing a City

In 2006, poet Rodney Jones wrote, “a poet is as anachronis-
tic as a blacksmith.” Although poet might suggest to some 

an old way of doing things, Michael Castro, MA ’71, PhD ’81, 
knows that the job of the poet is to tell the truth, to bear wit-
ness and to have the courage to say and write what he feels 
and sees now. Named poet laureate of St. Louis on Jan. 1, 
2015, Castro’s truthful and compassionate voice might be 
the timely and  necessary balm the city needs to heal from 
the turbulence in Ferguson. There is nothing outdated about 
this need — and nothing anachronistic in wanting a poet to 
summon his powers and words to help make sense of things. 
Castro has stepped in just in time.

Before his nomination, Castro may have been best known 
in St. Louis as the founding editor of River Styx, a magazine 
and reading venue for poets and musicians begun in 1975. 
The magazine has won many prestigious awards, and it has 
received grants and support from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. The list of poets published over the years in 
River Styx is staggering. The magazine has featured works by 
Charles Simic, Czeslaw Milosz, Mona Van Duyn, Robert Hass 
and  Derek Walcott, to name just a few.

Growing up in New York City, Castro was always inter-
ested in language and poetry. The poets who first grabbed 
his attention were diverse. It was his mother’s copy of Khalil 
Gibran’s The Prophet that quickly caught Castro’s ear, then 
later, Frederico Garcia Lorca’s Poet in New York. 

“Lorca’s poetry was like music, and it made me want 
to write,” Castro says. In New York, Castro listened to jazz 
at nightclubs and read voraciously. It wasn’t just Lorca 
who drew him to poetry. Walt Whitman and Allen Ginsberg 
inspired him as well, with their wild sentences and disdain 
of traditional verse.

Castro began developing his own style when he moved 
to St. Louis in 1967. “I started writing poems in the form of 
songs,” Castro recalls. “I met some St. Louis poets, and we 
used to meet several times a week at Dan Spell’s apartment. 
And we would read what we were writing and poets who 
turned us on. It was a shaping period.”

Four members of the group published Ripple, a book of 
poems printed on rice paper. “When the book was published, 
we distributed it in St. Louis and sent several copies to Gary 
Snyder, an influential Beat poet. One reached Allen Ginsberg,” 
Castro says. “Over the next few years, I ran into people who 
had seen my poem ‘Brown Rice’ on Ginsberg’s wall. The 
news that Ginsberg had put the poem up was affirmation. 
I admired him, and he had truly published my poem.”

Ever multicultural, Castro wanted to read more than 
the usual poets and writers. Native American literature 

and dedication in upholding the 
principles of the Missouri State 
Bar. Chapel is a trial lawyer at 
Chapel Law Group LLC.

Brian Kurowski, EN 97, and 
Rebecca (Fishman) Kurowski, 
EN 97, SI 98, welcomed Jonah Otto 
to their family in February 2014. 
He joined big brother Sam and 
big sister Yael. Brian is a product 
manager at Aspen Technologies, 
and Rebecca is an attorney for the 
U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives.

Amy Leritz, SW 97, received an 
Emerson Excellence in Teaching 
Award for her achievements and 
dedication to the field of educa-
tion and her vital role in shaping 
students’ lives. Recipients are 
selected by the chief administra-
tors of their school districts or 
educational institutions. Leritz 
is a social worker at Whiteside 
Elementary School in Belleville, Ill.

Joshua N. Mandell, AR 97, was 
promoted to senior associate at 
Lawrence Group. A registered 
architect, he joined the firm in 2006 
and has more than 15 years of proj-
ect management experience.

Amit C. Price Patel, AR 97, was 
promoted to principal at David 
Baker Architects. He joined the 
firm in 2005. Patel is working on 
design guidelines for Forest City’s 
Pier 70 development and the 
Dr. George Davis Senior Building in 
San Francisco, which will feature 
one- and two-bedroom affordable 
rental apartments for seniors.

Louis Schwartzberg, LW 97, is 
deputy general counsel for JLT 
Re (North America) Inc., a global 
reinsurance intermediary.

Mitchell Wunsh, LA 97, earned 
the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers, Northern 
California, Honor Advocate Award 
at the group’s 2014 trial practicum. 
An associate with Ford Family 
Law, in Oakland, Calif., he lives 
in San Francisco with his wife and 
daughter.

Josh Dorkin, LA 98, found 
BiggerPockets, a social network 
real estate website that provides 
real estate investors with informa-
tion and education, including how-
to guides, podcasts, blog posts and 
software tools.

Stephanie Linn, BU 98, her 
husband, Seth Krantz, GME 
15, and their son, Samuel, 4, have 
returned to Chicago. Stephanie 
continues her role as a senior man-
ager for Deloitte Tax LLP, and Seth 
works as an attending thoracic sur-
geon with NorthShore University 
Health System. The family resides 
in Wilmette. 

James McCarter, GM 98, MD 98, 
is a senior entrepreneur in resi-
dence (EIR) with BioGenerator and 
an adjunct professor of genetics at 
WashU. Previously, he was EIR with 
Monsanto Growth Ventures and 
the founder of Divergence, which 
applies ogenomics to agriculture 
and infectious disease.

Lee (Mills) McGrath, LA 98, was 
named by Crain’s Chicago Business 
as one of the Chicago area’s 40 
Under 40. McGrath is the first presi-
dent of Illinois Health Partners, a 
three-year-old health network.

Scott Roark, EN 98, SI 00, 
became a partner in Alper Audi Inc., 
a St. Louis structural engineering 
firm that provides consulting for 
architects, contractors, developers, 
owners, industry and government. 

Isha Neha Ruparel, BU 98, mar-
ried Sachin Seth, DDS, on May 9, 
2015, in Columbus, Ohio. They 
reside in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
where Seth has a private dental 
practice and is a professor of den-
tistry at Dalhousie University.

Lauren J. Silver, LA 98, authored 
System Kids: Adolescent Mothers 
and the Politics of Regulation 
(University of North Carolina Press, 
2015). The book looks at the daily 
lives of adolescent mothers as they 
negotiate the child welfare system 
to meet the needs of their children 
and themselves.

Candace (Latman) Baer, HA 99, 
left Houston to work at New York 
University as an assistant vice pres-
ident. She manages the university’s 
ambulatory operations throughout 
the greater New York City area.

Sinisa Mali, GB 99, is the mayor 
of Belgrade, Serbia. He is guiding 
a resurgence in the city by working 
to end corruption and promote 
new investments in construction. 

Jovita Foster, LW 00, an attorney 
in Armstrong Teasdale’s labor/
employment group, was featured 
in the 2015 edition of Chambers 
USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for 
Business.

Jenni (Simczak) Anderson, 
LA 01, teaches high school 
English literature and composition 
at Loyola Academy in Wilmette, 
Ill. Her twin boys, Aiden and 
Kalen, celebrated their third 
 birthday in July.

Deepak Srinivasa Gupta, SI 01, 
SI 02, is director of applied research, 
innovation and entrepreneurship 
at Centennial College in Toronto, 
Ontario. At the college, he won 
the Board of Governors Award 
of Excellence: Distinguished 
Administrative Employee Award; the 
IIT Alumni Canada Young Achiever 
Award; and the Board of Governors 
Award of Excellence: Community 
Partnership Team Award. 

Greg Klimek, EN 01, SI 03, 
recently became a partner in Alper 
Audi Inc., a St. Louis structural 
engineering firm that provides con-
sulting for architects, contractors, 
developers, owners, industry and 
government.

Yasmin Mistry, FA 01, BU 01, 
used her film and animation 
talents to create a film, Voices with 
Vision: Affecting Change in Foster 
Care. The film profiles the journeys 
of young people through the foster 
care system, focusing on persever-
ance and survival.

Franci G. Fealk, LA 02, com-
pleted a one-year term as presi-
dent of the Thurgood Marshall 
Inn of Court in Phoenix. The court 
is a national network of 20,000 
judges, trial lawyers and third-year 
law students that offers continu-
ing legal education programs 
and promotes collegiality among 
members of the legal profession.

Sevilla Love, SW 02, is develop-
ing and administering services 
in a new post-discharge program 
for the Alaska Native Tribal 
Health Consortium, with the goal 
of lowering readmission and 
suicide rates after patients leave 
the hospital. 

Eric Schultz, LA 02, is serving 
as deputy press secretary at the 
White House, the No. 2 spot in the 
White House press operation.

Marcus Thorpe, LA 02, is the 
proud father of a daughter, 
Sydney Marie, who was born in 
August 2014.

Kjell Erik Brekke, GR 03, relo-
cated to Washington to work as 
first secretary for economic and 
trade policies at the Embassy of 
Norway. Previously, he worked 
three years at the embassy in 
Brasilia, Brazil.

Jeremy M. Brenner, BU 03, 
was elected to the board of direc-
tors of University City Children’s 
Center, an early childhood center, 
for a three-year term that began 
in June. He is an attorney in 
Armstrong Teasdale’s employment 
and labor practice group.

Cindy Chang, LA 03, LW 06, is 
senior legal counsel to the general 
counsel of PepsiCo in Purchase, 
N.Y.

David R. Hodge, SW 03, a pro-
fessor at Arizona State University’s 
School of Social Work, wrote 
Spiritual Assessment in Social 
Work and Mental Health Practice 
(Columbia University Press, 
2015). The book is a resource 
for professionals of any faith 
who are  committed to holistic, 
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Composing a City

In 2006, poet Rodney Jones wrote, “a poet is as anachronis-
tic as a blacksmith.” Although poet might suggest to some 

an old way of doing things, Michael Castro, MA ’71, PhD ’81, 
knows that the job of the poet is to tell the truth, to bear wit-
ness and to have the courage to say and write what he feels 
and sees now. Named poet laureate of St. Louis on Jan. 1, 
2015, Castro’s truthful and compassionate voice might be 
the timely and  necessary balm the city needs to heal from 
the turbulence in Ferguson. There is nothing outdated about 
this need — and nothing anachronistic in wanting a poet to 
summon his powers and words to help make sense of things. 
Castro has stepped in just in time.

Before his nomination, Castro may have been best known 
in St. Louis as the founding editor of River Styx, a magazine 
and reading venue for poets and musicians begun in 1975. 
The magazine has won many prestigious awards, and it has 
received grants and support from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. The list of poets published over the years in 
River Styx is staggering. The magazine has featured works by 
Charles Simic, Czeslaw Milosz, Mona Van Duyn, Robert Hass 
and  Derek Walcott, to name just a few.

Growing up in New York City, Castro was always inter-
ested in language and poetry. The poets who first grabbed 
his attention were diverse. It was his mother’s copy of Khalil 
Gibran’s The Prophet that quickly caught Castro’s ear, then 
later, Frederico Garcia Lorca’s Poet in New York. 

“Lorca’s poetry was like music, and it made me want 
to write,” Castro says. In New York, Castro listened to jazz 
at nightclubs and read voraciously. It wasn’t just Lorca 
who drew him to poetry. Walt Whitman and Allen Ginsberg 
inspired him as well, with their wild sentences and disdain 
of traditional verse.

Castro began developing his own style when he moved 
to St. Louis in 1967. “I started writing poems in the form of 
songs,” Castro recalls. “I met some St. Louis poets, and we 
used to meet several times a week at Dan Spell’s apartment. 
And we would read what we were writing and poets who 
turned us on. It was a shaping period.”

Four members of the group published Ripple, a book of 
poems printed on rice paper. “When the book was published, 
we distributed it in St. Louis and sent several copies to Gary 
Snyder, an influential Beat poet. One reached Allen Ginsberg,” 
Castro says. “Over the next few years, I ran into people who 
had seen my poem ‘Brown Rice’ on Ginsberg’s wall. The 
news that Ginsberg had put the poem up was affirmation. 
I admired him, and he had truly published my poem.”

Ever multicultural, Castro wanted to read more than 
the usual poets and writers. Native American literature 

also called him to listen and to give attention, and he attended 
 Washington University to study American culture and Native 
American mythology.

“Actually, I was interested in Native American literature 
as a poet more than as a scholar,” Castro says. “As a wannabe 
 American poet with an urban background, I was  interested 
in Native American lit in order to cultivate a relationship 
with the natural world. I felt I was closer to the roots of the 
 continent on which I actually lived when studying Native 
 American  mythology.”

Over his career, Castro has published 10 collections of 
poetry and has had poems appear in more than 100 magazines. 
His poems exhibit a keen ear and a fearless eye, which may be 
why he was selected from a pool of 64 candidates to be St. Louis’ 
first poet laureate. Castro came ready with a rich background in 
 literature, the word and justice. 

As Castro said during his inauguration on Jan. 31, 2015, 
“Time for St. Lou Is, truly, to become / St. Lou Us. All of us — one 
polity — / with mutual R-E-S-P-E-C-T, / a unity community, / less 
of me & more of we.”                — Raphael Maurice

PROFILE Michael Castro, MA ’71, PhD ’81
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Jam
es Byard

Michael Castro, PhD, was named St. Louis’ first poet 
laureate in January 2015.

Franci G. Fealk, LA 02, com-
pleted a one-year term as presi-
dent of the Thurgood Marshall 
Inn of Court in Phoenix. The court 
is a national network of 20,000 
judges, trial lawyers and third-year 
law students that offers continu-
ing legal education programs 
and promotes collegiality among 
members of the legal profession.

Sevilla Love, SW 02, is develop-
ing and administering services 
in a new post-discharge program 
for the Alaska Native Tribal 
Health Consortium, with the goal 
of lowering readmission and 
suicide rates after patients leave 
the hospital. 

Eric Schultz, LA 02, is serving 
as deputy press secretary at the 
White House, the No. 2 spot in the 
White House press operation.

Marcus Thorpe, LA 02, is the 
proud father of a daughter, 
Sydney Marie, who was born in 
August 2014.

Kjell Erik Brekke, GR 03, relo-
cated to Washington to work as 
first secretary for economic and 
trade policies at the Embassy of 
Norway. Previously, he worked 
three years at the embassy in 
Brasilia, Brazil.

Jeremy M. Brenner, BU 03, 
was elected to the board of direc-
tors of University City Children’s 
Center, an early childhood center, 
for a three-year term that began 
in June. He is an attorney in 
Armstrong Teasdale’s employment 
and labor practice group.

Cindy Chang, LA 03, LW 06, is 
senior legal counsel to the general 
counsel of PepsiCo in Purchase, 
N.Y.

David R. Hodge, SW 03, a pro-
fessor at Arizona State University’s 
School of Social Work, wrote 
Spiritual Assessment in Social 
Work and Mental Health Practice 
(Columbia University Press, 
2015). The book is a resource 
for professionals of any faith 
who are  committed to holistic, 
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strengths-oriented, ethical and 
competent practice. 

Puneet Leekha, BU 03, was 
appointed general counsel of 
Chestnut Health Systems, a 
 behavioral health-care orga-
nization, and Chestnut Global 
Partners, a global provider of 
 employee-assistance-program 
 services that operates in more 
than 140 countries — both 
based in Bloomington, Ill.

Daniel R. Peterson, EN 03, 
EN 03, joined Blank Rome LLP as 
an associate in the intellectual 
property and technology group.

Elizabeth (O’Keefe) Moisio, 
LA 04, GB 14, married Daniel 
Moisio in January at Graham 
Chapel, celebrating the event with 
many of her undergraduate and 
graduate classmates at the recep-
tion following the ceremony. The 
couple live in Austin, Texas, where 
Liz has a consulting company 
and Daniel is pursuing a master’s 
degree in accounting.

Craig Pirner, LA 04, was pro-
moted to managing director at 
the Advisory Board Company, a 
Washington-based health-care 
research and consulting firm. 
He relocated to Chicago with his 
partner, Mark.

Omar Young, LA 04, completed 
a fellowship in maternal-fetal 
medicine at Magee-Womens 
Hospital of UPMC in Pittsburgh 
and now is assistant professor 
of obstetrics and gynecology 
at Washington University School 
of Medicine.

Penelope Donkar, LA 05, is an 
attorney in the mental health divi-
sion of the public defender service 
for the District of Columbia.

Peter Kelleher, PMBA 05, 
moved to St. Louis from 
Dublin to work in Mallinckrodt 
Pharmaceuticals’ information 
technology department.

Shannon Puopolo, LA 05, 
an attorney, was elected vice 
 president of the board of 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

REUNION AT THURTENE 
CARNIVAL
April 15-17, 2016
Celebrating all alumni, with 
special events for the following 
undergraduate classes:

1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 
1991,* 1996, 2001, 2006, 
2011 and 2015
All alumni are invited to come 

back to campus and reconnect with friends and 
classmates during Thurtene Carnival. The 1st through 
45th Reunions for undergraduate alumni of Arts & 
Sciences, Business, Engineering, Art, Architecture and 
University College will be commemorated with a full 
schedule of class parties, campus tours, Taste of WashU 
Reception, Alumni BBQ, faculty-led sessions and more.

REUNION AT 
COMMENCEMENT   
May 19-21, 2016
Honoring the following classes:

1941, 1946, 1951, 1956, 
1961 and 1966*

Undergraduate, Nursing, 
Occupational Therapy and 
Physical Therapy alumni from 
the 50th and Emeritus (beyond 

50th Reunion) classes will celebrate their Reunion in 
conjunction with Commencement Weekend, May 19-21, 
2016. With a weekend full of luncheons, receptions, 
tours, class parties and open houses, there will be 
something for everyone to enjoy. The Class of 1966 will 
also participate in the Medallion Ceremony and the 
Class of 2016 Commencement.

*Classes of 1991 and 1966 will receive special recognition for their 25th and 50th Reunions.

 directors of the Guardian ad 
Litem Foundation 20th Judicial 
Circuit (formerly Voices for Kids 
of Southwest Florida). Guardian 
ad Litem advocates are the eyes, 
ears and voices for children 
who are abused, neglected and 
abandoned.

Warren Bergquist, SI 06, EN 06, 
recently became a partner in Alper 
Audi Inc., a St. Louis structural 
engineering firm that provides 
consulting for architects, contrac-
tors, developers, owners, industry 
and government.

Tony Cummins, BU 06, relocated 
to his hometown of Minneapolis 
with his wife, Jana, and continues 
to work in consumer insights with 
Proctor & Gamble.

Josh Morton, EN 06, and Elle 
(Stewart) Morton, LA 05, along 
with daughters Penny and Olive, 
welcomed a bundle of joy, Julian 
Stewart Morton, in February. Josh 
is a lead estimator with McHugh 
Construction in Chicago. Elle is 

a full-time mom and volunteer 
breast-feeding counselor.

Daniela Torre, LA 06, earned a 
PhD in leadership and policy stud-
ies from Vanderbilt University in 
2015 and works as a senior research 
analyst at SRI International in 
Menlo Park, Calif. Her research 
interests include school improve-
ment,  particularly at-risk students. 
She is the co-author of Creating 
Productive Cultures in Schools: For 
Students, Teachers, and Parents 
(Corwin, 2014). 

Katrina (Marshall) Watson, 
LA 06, celebrated her first anni-
versary as director of develop-
ment and communications at 
Oasis Counseling for Women and 
Children in Birmingham, Ala., and 
her fi¤ h wedding anniversary.

Mark Winters, EMBA 06, is chief 
compliance and privacy o¥ icer 
for the Teleperformance Group in 
Kansas City, Mo.

Kendall R. Enyard, LW 07, was 
elected partner at Steptoe & 

Johnson LLP, based in the firm’s 
Washington, D.C., o¥ ice. Enyard’s 
practice focuses on a wide range 
of complex civil and commercial 
litigation areas.

William Foster, SI 07, joined 
St. Louis–based Tarlton Corp. as 
a project manager for the firm’s 
concrete group. Foster is on the 
management team that will com-
plete the lower level of the interior 
gallery expansion to the Pulitzer 
Arts Foundation.

Lindsey Grossman, LA 07, was 
promoted to group manager, busi-
ness development and partner-
ships, at Intuit. She drives strategic 
product partnerships for Intuit’s 
QuickBooks Online ecosystem in 
the U.S. and internationally. 

Michele Johnson, GM 07, assis-
tant professor of biology at Trinity 
University, was honored for distin-
guished achievement in teaching 
and research. Johnson is studying 
the interactions between muscles, 
hormones and the brain to learn 
why lizard species exhibit particu-
lar patterns of social behavior.

Valerie Lukassen, GR 07, 
 finished her PhD in German litera-
ture at the University of Cologne 
and is now working there as a 
program manager at the Albertus 
Magnus Graduate Center for 
Doctorial Studies. Lukassen and 
her husband have two  daughters.

Shirly Mildiner-Earley, GM 07, 
received certification from the 
National Registry of Certified 
Microbiologists. She works as 
a biological safety o¥ icer at 
the University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia.

Evan C. Sharp, BU 07, mar-
ried Tarra Thomas in Dallas in 
March. The couple, who reside in 
Chicago, work as consultants.

Cal Halvorsen, SW 08, returned 
to the Brown School of Social 
Work to pursue a doctoral degree, 
investigating  entrepreneurship 
and encore careers among 
people during their later years. 

Contact 800-867-2586, or visit reunions.wustl.edu.
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a full-time mom and volunteer 
breast-feeding counselor.

Daniela Torre, LA 06, earned a 
PhD in leadership and policy stud-
ies from Vanderbilt University in 
2015 and works as a senior research 
analyst at SRI International in 
Menlo Park, Calif. Her research 
interests include school improve-
ment,  particularly at-risk students. 
She is the co-author of Creating 
Productive Cultures in Schools: For 
Students, Teachers, and Parents 
(Corwin, 2014). 

Katrina (Marshall) Watson, 
LA 06, celebrated her first anni-
versary as director of develop-
ment and communications at 
Oasis Counseling for Women and 
Children in Birmingham, Ala., and 
her fifth wedding anniversary.

Mark Winters, EMBA 06, is chief 
compliance and privacy officer 
for the Teleperformance Group in 
Kansas City, Mo.

Kendall R. Enyard, LW 07, was 
elected partner at Steptoe & 

Johnson LLP, based in the firm’s 
Washington, D.C., office. Enyard’s 
practice focuses on a wide range 
of complex civil and commercial 
litigation areas.

William Foster, SI 07, joined 
St. Louis–based Tarlton Corp. as 
a project manager for the firm’s 
concrete group. Foster is on the 
management team that will com-
plete the lower level of the interior 
gallery expansion to the Pulitzer 
Arts Foundation.

Lindsey Grossman, LA 07, was 
promoted to group manager, busi-
ness development and partner-
ships, at Intuit. She drives strategic 
product partnerships for Intuit’s 
QuickBooks Online ecosystem in 
the U.S. and internationally. 

Michele Johnson, GM 07, assis-
tant professor of biology at Trinity 
University, was honored for distin-
guished achievement in teaching 
and research. Johnson is studying 
the interactions between muscles, 
hormones and the brain to learn 
why lizard species exhibit particu-
lar patterns of social behavior.

Valerie Lukassen, GR 07, 
 finished her PhD in German litera-
ture at the University of Cologne 
and is now working there as a 
program manager at the Albertus 
Magnus Graduate Center for 
Doctorial Studies. Lukassen and 
her husband have two  daughters.

Shirly Mildiner-Earley, GM 07, 
received certification from the 
National Registry of Certified 
Microbiologists. She works as 
a biological safety officer at 
the University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia.

Evan C. Sharp, BU 07, mar-
ried Tarra Thomas in Dallas in 
March. The couple, who reside in 
Chicago, work as consultants.

Cal Halvorsen, SW 08, returned 
to the Brown School of Social 
Work to pursue a doctoral degree, 
investigating  entrepreneurship 
and encore careers among 
people during their later years. 

He  previously directed research 
initiatives at Encore.org.

Jonathan Wolff, LA 08, LW 
12, an attorney with Armstrong 
Teasdale’s Corporate Services 
practice group, was named to the 
board of directors of the Saint 
Louis Zoo’s Young Zoo Friends. 
The group works in the areas of 
fundraising, conservation educa-
tion and programming.

Nicole Zangara, SW 08, wrote 
a blog post for the Huffington 
Post titled “The Inquisition of 
Singledom at Holiday Parties.” 
She also is the author of Surviving 
Female Friendships: “The Good, 
the Bad, and The Ugly” (Brighton 
Publishing, 2012). 

Tamara Balick, BU 09, is a man-
agement consultant eager to make 
a career transition to environmen-
tal sustainability. 

Kayla Dalle Molle, LA 09, has 
moved from Sotheby’s to Moeller 
Fine Art, where she is the director. 
The gallery specializes in museum-
quality, 19th- and 20th-century art.

Casey O’Brien, LA 09, graduated 
from Georgetown University Law 
Center in May 2014 and joined K&L 
Gates LLP as an associate in the 
firm’s investment management 
practice.

Charles Stewart, BU 09, 
earned an MBA at the University 
of Minnesota’s Carlson School of 
Management and now works at 
Boston Consulting Group.

David Brown, LA 10, moved 
to Dallas to work as a regional 
digital strategist for an advertising 
agency.

Chaya (Chopra) Carey, UC 10, 
relocated to Los Angeles and is 
continuing her career as a health-
care consultant with Optum, a 
subsidiary of UnitedHealthcare. 
Carey specializes in operational 
and administrative efficiency of 
health plans.

Michael J. Carter, LA 10, was 
named to Forbes’ list of 30 Under 
30 in Education. While a freshman 
at WashU, Carter founded Strive 
for College, which paired his class-
mates with local low-income high 
school kids for free, one-on-one 
college prep mentoring. Today, he 
leads a national virtual mentorship 
platform with 20 college chapters.

Christopher Curtis, GB 10, mar-
ried Alice Tseng, GB 10, in July 
and started work at McKinsey & Co. 
in San Francisco.

Jong Han Lee, GB 10, moved to 
the Gangwon branch of the Bank 
of Korea.

Catherine (Moreton) Marks, 
LA 10, graduated from Vanderbilt 
Law School and married William 
Thomas Marks. The couple reside 
in Washington.

Katie Medlin, GB 10, and Joe 
Quick, GB 10, were married in New 
Orleans in October 2014. Megan 
Mitchell, GB 10, attended their 
wedding. Katie is a director at HR&A 
Advisors in New York City, and Joe 
is manager of strategy and analysis 
at Bunge in White Plains, N.Y. The 
couple reside in Norwalk, Conn.

Kurt Desoto, GR 11, GR 15, 
defended his PhD in May 2015 and 
is now a Methodology Fellow at 
the Association for Psychological 
Science in Washington, D.C. 

Clint Koerkenmeier, UC 11, 
accepted a position in adminis-
tration at the University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center in 
Houston.

Kristin Elizabeth Musser, GM 
11, earned national certification 
by passing the American Board 
of Audiology pediatric audiology 
specialty certification exam. 

Shih-Yu Yang, GL 11, is working 
in the drug offenses department 
of the Taiwan Taoyuan prosecu-
tor’s office.

Andrew S. Zimmerman, GB 11, 
LW 11, is an associate in Armstrong 
Teasdale’s financial and real estate 
services practice group. 

Tej Azad, LA 12, and Colin 
Dowling, PMBA 12, helped found 
St. Louis Metromarket, a nonprofit 
mobile farmers market that sells 
fresh, healthy, locally sourced 
fruits, vegetables, meat, dairy and 
staple goods in low-income areas 
on a sliding-pay-scale basis. 

Amanda Q. Bount, MSW 12, was 
honored by Fairleigh Dickinson 
University’s Center for Excellence 
as an Emerging Leader in the 
nonprofit sector. Bount, who is 
director of development for a 
mental health agency in Princeton, 
N.J., is also the founder and board 
president of the New Jersey 
chapter of the Young Nonprofit 
Professionals Network.

Hannah Fox, LA 12, and James 
Cronin, LA 12, tied the knot June 6 
in WashU’s Graham Chapel. Four 
of the bridesmaids, three of the 
groomsmen and the officiant at 
the ceremony were all WashU 
alums. 

Jeffrey Hoops, LW 12, and his 
wife welcomed a daughter, Cecilia 
Margaret, in July 2014. Hoops 
is an associate with Williams 
& Connolly LLP in the firm’s 
Washington, D.C., office.

Alan Simpson, LW 12, is an asso-
ciate attorney with Graves Garrett 
LLC in Kansas City, Mo.

Qossay Takroori, UC 12, 
started a medical scribe com-
pany, Qvena Health, in St. Louis. 
It staffs pre-health students in 
emergency rooms and outpatient 
clinics to free physicians from the 
demands of medical documenta-
tion,  allowing them to spend more 
time with patients.

Rachita Bhatt, LW 13, is an 
associate attorney in northern 
New Jersey.

Laura Getz, SW 13, is serving in 
Costa Rica as a youth development 
volunteer. Her projects include a 
sixth-grade leadership program, 
community mural projects, a youth-
led anti-bullying support network, 
a girls’ soccer team and a social 
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educational group for women who 
are victims of violence.

Brian Stratton, EN 13, who works 
at Boeing in St. Louis, is in his second 
year of coaching the WashU rowing 
team. He also volunteers with the 
University City Children’s Center and 
plays electric guitar as a member of 
his church’s worship team.

Dominique de Vastey, LW 13, left 
Heyl, Royster, Voelker & Allen PC to 
join Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale 
PC as an attorney in the St. Louis 
firm’s litigation practice group. 

Jessica E. Courtway, LW 14, 
joined St. Louis law firm 
Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale PC 
as a construction law practice 
attorney.

Steven Dubis, PMBA 14, is 
 director of digital product manage-
ment and interactive media at 
NBCUniversal.

Wunpiti Vinotai, LA 14, was 
accepted into the Peace Corps to 
train as an English education vol-
unteer. As a Peace Corps member, 
he will teach English in middle 
and high schools, develop and 
share teaching materials with local 
teachers, and participate in com-
munity and school projects. 

Phillip B. Williams, GR 14, was 
named Creative Writing Fellow 
in Poetry for 2015-17 at Emory 
University. The program provides 
young writers with recent master’s 
or doctoral degrees in creative 
writing teaching experience and 
time to finish a manuscript. He is 
the author of Thief in the Interior 
(Alice James Books, 2016), a collec-
tion of poems. 

Sarah Wion, GR 14, joined the 
office of alumni engagement 
and community relations at the 
University of Missouri–St. Louis. 

Lei Yu, EMBA 14, is in research 
and development in the automo-
tive industry.

Steven Babcock, PT 15, is 
a physical therapist at Kinetic 
Physical Therapy Institute in 
Woodbury, Minn.

Sarah Plovnick, LA 15, was 
awarded a 2015-16 Fulbright-mtvU 
Fellowship. A component of the 
Fulbright U.S. Student Program, 
the fellowship is a special opportu-
nity for up to four U.S. students to 
pursue projects around an aspect 
of international contemporary or 
popular music as a cultural force 
for expression. For her fellowship, 
Plovnick will explore combinations 
of jazz and Dominican music and 
their influence on music education 
in the Dominican Republic.

Jackie Teuber, GA 15, joined 
HOK as a design professional in 
St. Louis.

In Memoriam
1930s

Adele (Dwyer) Fordyce, LA 33; 
Sept. ’14 • Helen (Hoerr) Kurtz, FA 
34; Feb. ’15 • Annie (Burnet) Ward, 
LA 35; Oct. ’14 • Julius  M. 
Friedrich, LA 37, LW 40; Aug. ’14 • 
Martha (Milam) Jones, LA 37; Nov. 
’14 • Delight (Mead) Seaman, LA 
37; Jan. ’15 • Harriet 
(Gronemeyer) Decker, LA 38; Jan. 
’15 • Birkle  Eck, LA 38, MD 42; 
Sept. ’14 • Louise (Kraus) Leyhe, 
LA 38; March ’15 • John  M. 
Pickering, LA 38; Oct. ’14 • Mary 
(Geisler) Walsh, LA 38; Jan. ’15 • 
Natalie (Forshaw) DuBois, LA 39; 
Feb. ’15 • Jane (Pechmann) Lewis, 
LA 39; Sept. ’14 • Ruth 
(Jankawitz) Rockmore, LA 39; 
Aug. ’14

1940s
Emilie (Pickering) Brandhorst, 
LA 40; Sept. ’14 • Lillian 
(Kreienheder) Crow, UC 40; Jan. 
’15 • Victor  A. Ellman, BU 40, GR 
50; Nov. ’14 • Marian (Thoms) 
Harvey, LA 40; Oct. ’14 • Ida 
(Glazer) Kramer, LA 40; Feb. ’15 • 
Betty (Jablonsky) Martin, UC 40; 
Oct. ’14 • Pauline (Pence) 
Armstrong, NU 41; Nov. ’14 •  

 

Hatching a Songwriter
Songwriter Sean Douglas’ job is just like yours — except his 

office is the recording studio. And his co-workers are stars 
like Jason Derulo and David Guetta. 

“People imagine songwriting to be this free-floating, 
 magical process, but I take a very workmanlike approach to 
my job,” Douglas says. “You’re writing poetry, but you’re also 
thinking, ‘How many seconds to the chorus?’”

Douglas, AB ’05, who graduated with a degree in anthro-
pology, is on a hot streak. His hits include “Talk Dirty” and 
 “Wiggle,” performed by Derulo; “Hey Mama,” performed by 
Guetta and Nicki Minaj; “Heart Attack,” performed by Demi 
Lovato; and “Levels,” performed by Nick Jonas. He’s also 
worked with Meghan Trainor, Timbaland, Florida Georgia Line, 
CeeLo Green, Fifth Harmony and Madonna. 

“During the sessions with Madonna, I was the most nervous 
I’ve ever been for anything,” says Douglas, who helped write 
the lyrics and melody to the ballad “Ghosttown” for her album 
Rebel Heart. “I couldn’t believe it was happening. But you settle 
in, and after an hour, you’re just talking to another songwriter. 
Then someone walks in with a tray of fresh sushi, and you’re 
like, ‘Oh right, I’m here with Madonna.’” 

Douglas returned to Washington University this past spring 
to speak to undergraduate students at the Career Center panel, 
“Making It in the Music Industry.” Joined by booking agent Matt 
Adler, Octone Records founder Ben Berkman and Columbia 
Records executive and Washington University alum Isaac 
Green, AB ’96, Douglas discussed how, after many mistakes 
and bad breaks, he got to the top. 

“An element of delusion is important,” Douglas told stu-
dents. “If I would have known how far away success really was, 
I would have quit and said, ‘This is crazy.’ Finally, things are 
coming together.” 

‘Hello, Michael Keaton’s son’ 
Indeed, the past year has rocked for Douglas. “Wiggle” and 
“Talk Dirty” ruled the airwaves and the dance floor. He married 
Rachel Bartov, BSBA ’05, a fashion executive who graduated 
from the Olin School. And he became an Internet sensation 
when his father, Michael Keaton, won the Golden Globe for Best 
Actor in a Motion Picture, Musical or Comedy for his perfor-
mance in Birdman. During his acceptance speech, an emotional 
Keaton told 19.3 million viewers, “My best friend is kind, intel-
ligent, funny, talented, considerate, thoughtful. Did I say kind? 
He also happens to be my son, Sean.” Cameras panned to a 
dashing Douglas. 

The moment generated dozens of headlines and one 
 hilarious tweet: “Oh, hello, Michael Keaton’s son,” actress 
Mindy Kaling tweeted to her 4 million followers.

“It was super weird,” Douglas says. “I was shocked and amused 
by the response, but mostly I was overwhelmed by pride in my dad. 
I was so happy for him.”

Douglas says his father and his mother, Caroline McWilliams, 
who died in 2010, shared their passion for music with him. He grew 
up listening to Stevie Wonder’s Songs in the Key of Life, Billy Joel’s 
Cold Spring Harbor and Michael Jackson’s Bad on the stereo and 
taking piano lessons. Douglas drifted away from music, but when 
his best friend in high school started a band, Douglas was all in. 

“I couldn’t play anything so I was the DJ,” Douglas says. “This 
was back when scratching was still a thing.” 

By the time Douglas arrived at Washington University, he 
was determined to be a musician. He analyzed albums like the 
Beatles’ Rubber Soul and Elton John’s Tumbleweed Connection 
and practiced scales in campus rehearsal rooms. Later, he formed 
the band The Hatch with classmates Jess Macht, AB ’05 (anthro-
pology); Todd Rubin, AB ’05 (environmental studies); and Austin 
 Schumacher, AB ’06 (psychology).

“This was my goal: If someone came to Washington University 
and asked, ‘Are there any bands on campus?’ I wanted people to 
say, ‘The Hatch,’” Douglas says. “Of course, they might follow it up 
with, ‘And they suck,’ but at least they would have thought of us.” 

The band, named after a line in a Tenacious D song, played 
dozens of student parties, campus events and gigs at Cicero’s and 
the now-defunct Red Sea. Meanwhile, Douglas decided to major 
in anthropology because, well, why not? Maybe there is a better 
major for aspiring songwriters, but Douglas couldn’t think of one. 
He certainly didn’t want to major in music.

“I know a lot of people who have a classical education in music, 
and there are good reasons to make that choice,” Douglas says. 
“But I love that I was an anthropology major and got this broad 
liberal arts education. It informs how I think about people and 
cultures. It gives me points of reference that maybe other writers 
don’t have. I think that matters when you are trying to write songs 
that appeal to a broad spectrum of the population.” 

After graduation, The Hatch moved to New York, appeared on 
the Fox flop The Next Great American Band and produced an album. 
No one cared — fortunately. 

“We were slightly delusional: ‘Hey, labels, we’re ready for you 
now. Just give us the budget and marketing,’” Douglas recalls. 
“The songs got attention, but there was this, ‘Well, we’re not sure 
you’re the greatest frontman in the world.’ In the midst of this, 
my  manager, to keep me busy, gave me some writing to do. A week 
or two into that I was like, ‘This is me.’ I’d write an R&B song one 
day and then write a country song the next. I loved it.”

Funny without being a joke
To Douglas, a good song is a lot like a high school essay. There’s 
a thesis, i.e., the chorus, and subtopics with supporting examples, 
i.e., the verses. 

PROFILE Sean Douglas, AB ’05
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his best friend in high school started a band, Douglas was all in. 

“I couldn’t play anything so I was the DJ,” Douglas says. “This 
was back when scratching was still a thing.” 

By the time Douglas arrived at Washington University, he 
was determined to be a musician. He analyzed albums like the 
Beatles’ Rubber Soul and Elton John’s Tumbleweed Connection 
and practiced scales in campus rehearsal rooms. Later, he formed 
the band The Hatch with classmates Jess Macht, AB ’05 (anthro-
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“This was my goal: If someone came to Washington University 
and asked, ‘Are there any bands on campus?’ I wanted people to 
say, ‘The Hatch,’” Douglas says. “Of course, they might follow it up 
with, ‘And they suck,’ but at least they would have thought of us.” 

The band, named after a line in a Tenacious D song, played 
dozens of student parties, campus events and gigs at Cicero’s and 
the now-defunct Red Sea. Meanwhile, Douglas decided to major 
in anthropology because, well, why not? Maybe there is a better 
major for aspiring songwriters, but Douglas couldn’t think of one. 
He certainly didn’t want to major in music.

“I know a lot of people who have a classical education in music, 
and there are good reasons to make that choice,” Douglas says. 
“But I love that I was an anthropology major and got this broad 
liberal arts education. It informs how I think about people and 
cultures. It gives me points of reference that maybe other writers 
don’t have. I think that matters when you are trying to write songs 
that appeal to a broad spectrum of the population.” 

After graduation, The Hatch moved to New York, appeared on 
the Fox flop The Next Great American Band and produced an album. 
No one cared — fortunately. 

“We were slightly delusional: ‘Hey, labels, we’re ready for you 
now. Just give us the budget and marketing,’” Douglas recalls. 
“The songs got attention, but there was this, ‘Well, we’re not sure 
you’re the greatest frontman in the world.’ In the midst of this, 
my  manager, to keep me busy, gave me some writing to do. A week 
or two into that I was like, ‘This is me.’ I’d write an R&B song one 
day and then write a country song the next. I loved it.”

Funny without being a joke
To Douglas, a good song is a lot like a high school essay. There’s 
a thesis, i.e., the chorus, and subtopics with supporting examples, 
i.e., the verses. 

Sean Douglas, AB ’05

A short-lived stint as band frontman was instrumental 
to Sean Douglas’ becoming a successful songwriter.

“Everything comes back to thesis,” Douglas says. “Not that the 
structure has to be that regimented, but I like to know what I am 
saying. Country writers are really good at that, and I try to apply 
that lyrical discipline to pop music.” 

Though Douglas’ songs are as sonically diverse as the artists 
who record them, his lyrics share a cheeky wit. 

“I’m a big fan of R. Kelly and Randy Newman, who are united 
in that they can both write a very funny song that is not a joke, 
which is a very fine line to walk,” Douglas says. “‘Wiggle’ and 
‘Talk Dirty’ are fun exercises in that. People may describe the 
 lyrics as dumb, but there are thoughtful layers there that many 
people probably haven’t noticed. It makes me feel a little better 
about  corrupting our youth.” 

And what does Douglas’ dad think about his bawdy lyrics? 
“He’s happy for hits,” Douglas says. “A couple songs down the 

line, he might be like, ‘Let’s refine that.’ But right now, he’s just 
happy I’m working. He was maybe sweating it a couple years ago 
when it was unclear if I would have any success in this. It’s funny: 
My parents told me I could do anything but go into the movie busi-
ness, and I picked an industry that’s even more unpredictable.” 

             — Diane Toroian Keaggy, AB ’90

Joe Angeles

W A S H I N G T O N  M A G A Z I N E    47   

FALL_2015_36-53πR2.indd   47 11/10/15   10:11 AM



W A S H I N G T O N  M A G A Z I N E    49   

William  D. Fissinger, LA 50; 
Oct. ’14 • Erich  P. Hofacker, LA 50, 
GR 52; Oct. ’14 • Anna (Adams) 
Horn, NU 50; Dec. ’14 • Margaret 
(Moehlenbrock) Killmar, LA 50; 
Jan. ’15 • Jack  P. Kinnaw, EN 50; 
Jan. ’15 • Donald  L. Kuchenbuch, 
BU 50; March ’15 • Harriette (Lutz) 
Livingston, MD 50; Aug. ’14 • 
James  M. Maas, EN 50; Jan. ’15 • 
Edgar  A. Martin, BU 50; Dec. ’14 • 
Thomas  C. Porter, EN 50; Oct. ’14 
• Simon  Rosenbaum, BU 50; 
March ’15 • Arnold  M. Schrier, BU 
50; Feb. ’15 • Elizabeth (Chipley) 
Stephens, LA 50; March ’15 • 
William C. Stewart, BU 50; June 
’15 • Rudolph  C. Stinnett, UC 50; 
Jan. ’15 • Thomas  M. Tebbetts, 
FA 50; Sept. ’14 • Lila (Mortland) 
Traeger, LA 50, LW 52; Feb. ’15 • 
Dewey  E. Allen, DE 51; Jan. ’15 • 
Charles  C. Berry, LA 51; March ’15 
• Harriet (Wunderlich) Brubacher, 
LA 51; Oct. ’14 • Rupert  E. 
Bullock, SI 51; Jan. ’15 • Jeanne 
(Heinicke) Hoyer, LA 51; Jan. ’15 • 
Kenneth  L. Johnson, EN 51; 
March ’15 • Lawrence  A. Kennedy, 
BU 51; Oct. ’14 • Betty (Blatt) 
Knoblock, NU 51; Oct. ’14 • Harold  
N. Kravin, BU 51; Aug. ’14 • 
Donald  A. Lasater, EN 51; Jan. ’15 
• Joan (O’Keefe) Lerea, LA 51; 
Aug. ’14 • Gerald  R. Little, EN 51, 
GR 67; Nov. ’14 • Celeste (Holdt) 
McBride, UC 51; Aug. ’14 • Odile 
(Stewart) Mecker, LA 51; Feb. ’15 • 
Bruce  C. Meyer, LA 51; Oct. ’14 • 
Jack  Mullen, MD 51; Dec. ’14 • 
Paul  E. Niehaus, EN 51; Dec. ’14 • 
Muriel (Wallace) Pearson, PT 51; 
Oct. ’14 • Margueritte (Hollan) 
Perkins, LA 51; Nov. ’14 • Mary  A. 
Peter, UC 51, GR 54; Nov. ’14 • 
Patsy  J. Pierce, UC 51; Oct. ’14 • 
Donald  C. Proctor, MD 51; Jan. ’15 
• James  P. Rodman, GR 51; Jan. 
’15 • John  W. Rolando, BU 51; 
Nov. ’14 • Paul  Seligsohn, LA 51; 
Sept. ’14 • Irving  Singman, LA 51; 
Oct. ’14 • Jack  P. Tandy, LA 51; 

March ’15 • William  R. Warmbold, 
EN 51; Aug. ’14 • Marie (Middleton) 
Westenhiser, BU 51; Aug. ’14 • 
Norman  Zaltsman, BU 51, LW 52; 
Jan. ’15 • Werner  G. Zinn, LA 51; 
Sept. ’14 • Jerry  L. Cary, BU 52; 
Jan. ’15 • Dennis  C. Clark, LA 52, 
GB 56; Dec. ’14 • Mitchell  L. 
Cotton, SI 52; Feb. ’15 • Vera 
(Weller) Dersam, SW 52; Sept. ’14 
• Stan  Esson, FA 52; Nov. ’14 • 
Arthur  Feldman, EN 52; Jan. ’15 • 
Irvin  A. Friedman, LA 52, LW 53; 
Feb. ’15 • Guy  H. Frumson, LA 52; 
Dec. ’14 • Guy  R. Harper, MD 52; 
Aug. ’14 • Lester  H. Krone, EN 52, 
SI 55; March ’15 • Robert  N. 
Manos, AR 52; Aug. ’14 • David  A. 
Milner, LA 52; Aug. ’14 • Robert  O. 
Scott, FA 52; March ’15 • James  C. 
Shapleigh, LA 52, GR 58; Feb. ’15 
• Catherine (Stout) Vanderpearl, 
LA 52; Nov. ’14 • Alphonso  H. 
Voorhees, BU 52, LW 52; Aug. ’14 
• Bernard  W. Weitzman, BU 52, 
LW 54; Jan. ’15 • Annie (Norman) 
Williamson, GR 52; Jan. ’15 • 
Thomas  J. Wurth, EN 52; March 
’15 • Donald  R. Young, EN 52, SI 
62; Sept. ’14 • Gene  M. Zafft, LW 
52; Oct. ’14 • Lowell  F. Black, BU 
53; Oct. ’14 • Bernice (Trugman) 
Cooper, LA 53; Aug. ’14 • Anita 
(Surtshin) Devore, SW 53; Feb. 
’15 • Jonathan  S. Dixon, GR 53; 
Feb. ’15 • Ben  F. Freedman, FA 53; 
Dec. ’14 • Lynn  F. Hovland, GR 53; 
Aug. ’14 • Haruo  Kameoka, DE 53; 
Oct. ’14 • Marvin  M. Klamen, 
LA 53, LW 55; Oct. ’14 • Nell 
(Robinson) Lynch, LA 53; Jan. ’15 
• Ronald  A. Matteuzzi, EN 53; 
Jan. ’15 • Carson  Y. Nolan, GR 53; 
Sept. ’14 • Joseph  L. Pellegrini, 
LA 53; Sept. ’14 • Mary (Pellett) 
Russell, GR 53; Feb. ’15 • 
Theodore  W. Seaton, EN 53; 
March ’15 • M. Gus Waeltz, EN 53; 
Jan. ’15 • Lawrence  N. Weenick, 
BU 53, LW 58; Sept. ’14 • Sam  D. 
Weinstein, BU 53; Jan. ’15 • 
Anthony  G. Weston, BU 53; 

Oct. ’14 • Jerome  H. Zimmerman, 
LA 53, SW 61; Feb. ’15 • David  L. 
Ziska, BU 53, GB 56; March ’15 • 
John  A. Beck, EN 54, GB 68; Aug. 
’14 • Robert  L. Blumenkamp, 
EN 54; Oct. ’14 • Gerald  A. 
Diettert, MD 54; Jan. ’15 • Roy  R. 
Dressel, UC 54; Dec. ’14 • Patricia 
(McGee) Giles, BU 54; Nov. ’14 • 
Norma (Kitch) Haugan, NU 54; 
Jan. ’15 • Fred H. Lamping Jr., EN 
54; July ’15 • Robert L. Romano, 
GR 54; May ’15 • Marilyn A. 
(Schmoeller) Sandefur, LA 54, 
May ’15 • Robert  C. Schwartz, UC 
54; Oct. ’14 • Ulrich B. Jacobsohn, 
MD 54; May ’15 • Rudolph  Beuc, 
AR 55; Oct. ’14 • Theodore  W. 
Dettmann, GR 55; Jan. ’15 • 
Lawrence  J. Gallaher, GR 55; Aug. 
’14 • Lucius  E. Guese, GR 55; Aug. 
’14 • Loretta  T. Haefele, NU 55; 
Feb. ’15 • Barbara (Robinett) 
Hausladen, NU 55; Oct. ’14 • Paul  
D. Horst, GR 55; Nov. ’14 • Jaques  
W. Kaswan, GR 55; Jan. ’15 • 
Brainerd  W. LaTourette, LW 55; 
Dec. ’14 • Solomon  L. Linder, 
GR 55; Aug. ’14 • Vance  C. Lischer, 
EN 55; Jan. ’15 • Ramon  J. 
Morganstern, LA 55, LW 57; March 
’15 • Frederick  G. Oertli, LA 55; 
Nov. ’14 • Rex  B. Ragan, SW 55; 
March ’15 • Bernard  G. Rubin, 
BU 55; Sept. ’14 • Richard  A. 
Dammkoehler, EN 56, SI 59; Nov. 
’14 • Doneva (Skinner) Denham, 
GR 56; Sept. ’14 • William  J. 
Fletcher, LA 56, LW 58; Sept. ’14 • 
Harry  A. Fozzard, MD 56; Dec. ’14 
• Jeremy  S. Harris, LA 56; Oct. ’14 
• Vernon (Lee) Henderson, UC 56, 
GR 66; Jan. ’15 • Donald  B. 
Higginbotham, EN 56; Jan. ’15 • 
Gerald  C. Hurt, BU 56; Oct. ’14 • 
R. Wayne Lowe, SI 56; Oct. ’14 • 
Robert  F. Peck, HA 56; March ’15 
• William  L. Seim, SW 56; Aug. ’14 
• Alvin  A. Vogt, AR 56; Sept. ’14 • 
Jim  R. Waterfield, MD 56; March 
’15 • Michael  Woyetz, BU 56; 
March ’15 • Arnold  H. Bock, SI 57; 

March ’15 • Jerry  A. Breite, EN 57; 
Nov. ’14 • William  J. Coad, EN 57; 
Aug. ’14 • Yusef  Hakimian, EN 57; 
Nov. ’14 • Richard  M. 
Henneberger, BU 57; Aug. ’14 • 
Howard  J. Indermark, BU 57; Feb. 
’15 • Lucia (Hatton) Jording, NU 
57; Aug. ’14 • Margaret (Ringering) 
Kane, NU 57; Feb. ’15 • E. George 
Koestner, BU 57, GB 64; Dec. ’14 • 
William  C. Lange, EN 57; Nov. ’14 
• Howard  H. McGee, BU 57; March 
’15 • Carola (Utsch) McNeilly, 
LA 57; March ’15 • James  H. 
Okimoto, SW 57; Feb. ’15 • Valerie 
(Fiebiger) Shaughnessy, LA 57; 
Feb. ’15 • Oreste  Sigillito, EN 57; 
Dec. ’14 • Andrew  T. Smith, EN 57; 
Sept. ’14 • James  E. Ayers, GB 58; 
March ’15 • Richard  E. Berg, LA 
58; Feb. ’15 • Kennard  L. Curtis, 
GR 58; March ’15 • Joseph  R. 
Davidson, LW 58; Dec. ’14 • 
Donald  R. Dulin, GR 58; March ’15 
• Georgia (Haid) Menninger, OT 58; 
March ’15 • James  E. Meyer, GR 
58; March ’15 • James  M. Mosby, 
GB 58; Aug. ’14 • Robert  E. 
Murphy, UC 58, TI 63; Feb. ’15 • 
Harry  C. Niederbremer, BU 58; 
Oct. ’14 • Joseph  M. Palecek, UC 
58, GR 90; Sept. ’14 • Corinne  L. 
Richardson, LA 58, LW 60; Jan. ’15 
• Robert  P. Tschudy, BU 58; Sept. 
’14 • Margaret (Eaton) Wells, SW 
58; Feb. ’15 • Harold  E. Winheim, 
FA 58; Nov. ’14 • John  H. Brown, 
MD 59; Nov. ’14 • Robert  W. 
Drummond, EN 59; Sept. ’14 • 
Edwin  Dunlop, UC 59; Jan. ’15 • 
Paul  R. Ferber, LW 59; Aug. ’14 • 
Louis  F. Kannenstine, LA 59; 
Sept. ’14 • Bernard  G. Kohm, BU 
59; March ’15 • Thomas  C. Mathis, 
UC 59; Nov. ’14 • Deward  J. Miller, 
GR 59; Aug. ’14 • Gail (Aylward) 
Muegler, LA 59, LW 61; Nov. ’14 • 
Nicholas  L. Owen, MD 59; Sept. 
’14 • Marietta  V. Picardi, FA 59; 
Oct. ’14 • Lois (Langan) Robertson, 
OT 59; Dec. ’14 • David  Sperling, 
MD 59; March ’15 • Marilyn 

(Rudman) Werner, SW 59; Jan. ’15

1960s
Byron  N. Baker, LW 60; Dec. ’14 • 
Fred  L. Blasberg, EN 60; Dec. ’14 • 
Kay  M. Blatter, DE 60; Feb. ’15 • 
Garrett  R. Graham, UC 60; Sept. 
’14 • Joseph  S. Hupert, LA 60; 
Feb. ’15 • Philip  H. Plack, GB 60; 
March ’15 • Joseph  H. Rulo, SW 
60; Jan. ’15 • James  T. Shea, UC 
60; Jan. ’15 • Ronald  L. Sutton, 
LA 60; Dec. ’14 • Charles  B. Thies, 
LW 60; Aug. ’14 • Richard  J. 
Weidert, LW 60; Jan. ’15 • Lenore  
J. Anderson, SW 61; Jan. ’15 • 
Marvin  Cohen, UC 61, DE 65; 
Nov. ’14 • Gertrude (Kennedy) 
Gallo, NU 61; Feb. ’15 • Jay  F. 
Gernert, EN 61; Feb. ’15 • Eleanor 
(Casey) Gower, GR 61; Jan. ’15 • 
Constance  C. Hilgert, UC 61; Jan. 
’15 • Joan (Boecker) Hughes, LA 
61; March ’15 • David  H. Pett, BU 
61, GB 62; Dec. ’14 • Charles  W. 
Seabourne, UC 61; Dec. ’14 • 
Verna (Green) Smith, GR 61; Feb. 
’15 • Donald  H. Stewart, MD 61; 
Oct. ’14 • Frederick  W. 
Teutenberg, LA 61; Dec. ’14 • 
Phyllis (Smith) Ulrich, UC 61, 
GR 67; Aug. ’14 • Robert  D. 
Wortmann, SI 61; Sept. ’14 • Stan  
D. Barth, EN 62; Feb. ’15 • Susan 
(Rench) Corrington, LA 62, SW 67; 
Nov. ’14 • Phyllis (Nadler) 
Edwards, NU 62; Nov. ’14 • 
John H. Foote, UC 62; Jan. ’15 • 
Barbara (Zetcher) Lowry, LA 62; 
Aug. ’14 • Barry  G. Mandel, BU 62; 
Dec. ’14 • Richard  F. Roettger, PT 
62; Jan. ’15 • Valerie  C. Rudolph, 
LA 62; Sept. ’14 • Steven  E. Slater, 
BU 62; Nov. ’14 • William J. Swift, 
GR 62, GR 69; July ’15 • Peter D. 
Tkach, GR 62; June ’15 • Judith 
(Bloom) Grace, OT 63; Dec. ’14 • 
Donald  W. Humphreys, MD 63; 
Jan. ’15 • John  E. McNicholas, 
UC 63; Jan. ’15 • Richard  A. Roth, 
LW 63; Oct. ’14 • Robert  G. 
Spicher, SI 63; Dec. ’14 • Sharon 
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H. Thomas Dunck, BU 41; Jan. ’15 
• Irwin  V. Kuehling, EN 41; Sept. 
’14 • Ina (Aronberg) Levy, LA 41; 
Jan. ’15 • Sophie (McCallum) 
Owen, LA 41; Dec. ’14 • Howard  S. 
Walker, MD 41; Oct. ’14 • Max  L. 
Yeater, GR 41; Dec. ’14 • Edith 
(Bergman) Braun, NU 42; Feb. ’15 
• Marion (Gronemeyer) Carlson, 
LA 42; Nov. ’14 • Norma 
(Schneider) Gillerman, FA 42; 
Jan. ’15 • Norman  Kessler, BU 42; 
Sept. ’14 • Margaret (Bernard) 
McGough, LA 42; Dec. ’14 • 
Elizabeth (Voss) Neilson, NU 42; 
Jan. ’15 • William  B. Pickering, 
LA 42; Sept. ’14 • June  H. 
Schwankhaus, UC 42, GR 53; Nov. 
’14 • Meredith (Smith) Sperber, 
UC 42; Sept. ’14 • Seth  E. Wissner, 
LA 42, MD 45; Dec. ’14 • Eugene  F. 
Anthony, EN 43, GB 62; Dec. ’14 
• Erwin  F. Branahl, EN 43, SI 51; 
Oct. ’14 • Robert  F. Flynn, EN 43; 
Jan. ’15 • Semon  K. Frelich, BU 
43; Aug. ’14 • Annabel (Janes) 
Higgins, LA 43; March ’15 • David  
Honigberg, EN 43; March ’15 • 
Theodore  K. Ono, LA 43; Feb. ’15 
• John  P. Ramsey, LA 43; Nov. ’14 • 
Isabelle (Pring) Seibert, LA 43; 
Oct. ’14 • Albert  B. Eisenstein, MD 
44; Dec. ’14 • John  E. Gilster, DE 
44; Aug. ’14 • Mary (Trefts) Hinson, 
UC 44; Sept. ’14 • Harold  I. 
Mosinger, EN 44; Jan. ’15 • Elmer  
L. Sandberg, DE 44; Feb. ’15 • 
Edna (Willeford) Dependahl, NU 
45; Dec. ’14 • Paul  O. Kunz, EN 45; 
Jan. ’15 • Edgar  N. Lockett, MD 
45; Oct. ’14 • Mildred (Gendler) 
Mellman, BU 45, LA 45; Nov. ’14 
• George  W. Prothro, MD 45; Oct. 
’14 • Mildred (Scheer) Wolling, 
LA 45; Oct. ’14 • Agnes (Ruzicka) 
Ziegler, NU 45; Jan. ’15 • Helen  M. 
Bartlett, PT 46; Aug. ’14 • 
Elizabeth (Baker) Buck, LA 46; 
Aug. ’14 • Donald  A. Busch, DE 46; 
Feb. ’15 • Garrett  E. Deane, MD 
46; Nov. ’14 • William  B. Ewald Jr. 
LA 46; March ’15 • Ralph  H. Jones, 

MD 46; Feb. ’15 • Margaret (Hope) 
Magnus, LA 46, GR 50; Aug. ’14 
• Jack M. Martt, MD 46; April ’15 • 
Suzanne (Ramsey) Milks, FA 46; 
Jan. ’15 • Patricia  T. Puckett, LA 
46; Jan. ’15 • Lillian (Christensen) 
Stephens, NU 46; Nov. ’14 • Gerald  
M. Clark, DE 47; Oct. ’14 • Richard  
D. Cohen, LA 47; March ’15 • Viola 
(Rodenmayer) DiDea, GR 47; 
March ’15 • Theodore  J. Honig, 
LA 47; Jan. ’15 • Roland  C. 
Kappesser, LA 47, MD 51; Nov. ’14 
• Lyle (Reed) Koch, FA 47; Jan. ’15 
• Max  Marcus, EN 47; Dec. ’14 • 
Mary (Bruns) Mausshardt, NU 47; 
Jan. ’15 • Virginia (Krautheim) 
Mellis, UC 47; July ’15 • Edward  
D. Schapiro, BU 47; Feb. ’15 • Roy  
G. Schwerdtmann, BU 47; Nov. 
’14 • Shirley  D. Sparks, BU 47; 
Jan. ’15 • Robert  Van Houten, 
EN 47, GR 50; Dec. ’14 • Juanita 
(Johnson) Alden, BU 48; Feb. ’15 • 
Richard  M. Arnold, BU 48; March 
’15 • Esther (Kohn) Bressler, LA 48; 
Feb. ’15 • Julia (Morrow) Carter, 
LA 48; Aug. ’14 • Lawrence  P. 
Faber, EN 48, SI 51; Nov. ’14 • 
Richard  K. Flitcraft, SI 48; Dec. ’14 
• Robert  L. Garlich, BU 48; Sept. 
’14 • John  C. Godwin, GR 48; 
Sept. ’14 • Oscar  M. Goller, EN 48; 
Aug. ’14 • William  P. Grunow, GR 
48; Sept. ’14 • Edith (McCauley) 
Herndon, NU 48; March ’15 • 
Philip  N. Jones, MD 48; Sept. ’14 
• Melvin  E. Kern, BU 48; Feb. ’15 • 
William  H. Kretz, EN 48; Dec. ’14 • 
Robert  A. Ledner, MD 48; Feb. ’15 
• Paula (Tabachnik) Lite, LA 48; 
Nov. ’14 • Helen (Lant) Magoon, 
LA 48; Jan. ’15 • James  S. 
McLean, MD 48; Aug. ’14 • Albert  
M. Melman, BU 48; Sept. ’14 • 
Melvin  N. Reiss, EN 48, GB 60; 
Jan. ’15 • Zelig  B. Rothman, LA 
48; March ’15 • Mahlon  Rubin, BU 
48; Sept. ’14 • Ruth (Bringer) 
Sartorius, FA 48; Feb. ’15 • Harvey  
Serenco, EN 48; Sept. ’14 • Merle  
L. Silverstein, EN 48, LW 51; Oct. 

’14 • Leonard  Sova, BU 48; Nov. 
’14 • John  H. Stitt, BU 48; Oct. ’14 
• Vernon  F. Stone, AR 48; Jan. ’15 
• James  H. Sweiger, MD 48; Jan. 
’15 • Earl  T. Wilson, BU 48; Sept. 
’14 • Edward N. Wilson, EN 48; 
July ’15 • R. Martin Ahrens, LA 49, 
GR 52; Sept. ’14 • Dore  Anisman, 
EN 49; Sept. ’14 • Billie (Bucher) 
Beeler, GR 49; Feb. ’15 • Marjorie 
(McCown) Getty, LA 49; Aug. ’14 • 
George  S. Goding, BU 49; March 
’15 • Warren  A. Goodenough, 
LA 49; Nov. ’14 • Francis  W. 
Huelskoetter, BU 49; Feb. ’15 • 
Doris (Dahlen) Ittner, BU 49; Aug. 
’14 • Robert  P. Lepping, BU 49; 
Aug. ’14 • Joseph  E. Martin, EN 
49; Sept. ’14 • Walter  E. Martin, 
BU 49; Nov. ’14 • Meade  M. 
McCain, BU 49; March ’15 • Jule  P. 
Miller, LA 49, MD 53; March ’15 • 
Harold  E. Miller, BU 49; Sept. ’14 • 
Edward  C. Moehle, BU 49, LW 56; 
Sept. ’14 • Harry  J. Mumm, EN 49; 
Jan. ’15 • Eugene  F. Paust, BU 49; 
Nov. ’14 • Charles  Y. Pfoutz, UC 
49; Feb. ’15 • Bernard  J. Rankin, 
BU 49; Feb. ’15 • Herbert  Rogul, 
BU 49; Dec. ’14 • Charlyne 
(Goldman) Shifrin, BU 49; Feb. ’15 
• Eleanor (Aud) Shoemaker, LA 49, 
GR 53; March ’15 • Irv  D. Siegel, 
EN 49; Dec. ’14 • Louis  H. Siemer, 
EN 49; Aug. ’14 • Friedrich  E. 
Stoll, MD 49; Dec. ’14 • Barbara 
(Clegg) Vordtriede, LA 49; Dec. ’14 
• J. Leonard Walther, LW 49; Feb. 
’15 • Virginia (Rodegast) Ward, FA 
49; Nov. ’14 • Wilfred  H. Weltge, 
LA 49, MD 51; Aug. ’14 • George  S. 
Woodard, MD 49; Sept. ’14

1950s
Jewel (Hornberger) Behrhorst, 
NU 50; March ’15 • Borah 
(Goldenberg) Bender, SW 50; Feb. 
’15 • Charles  J. Burstone, DE 50; 
Feb. ’15 • B.H.  Clampett, LW 50; 
Jan. ’15 • Sarene (Tucker) 
Dewoskin, OT 50; Jan. ’15 • 
John Q. Dickey, LA 50; Sept. ’14 • 

William  D. Fissinger, LA 50; 
Oct. ’14 • Erich  P. Hofacker, LA 50, 
GR 52; Oct. ’14 • Anna (Adams) 
Horn, NU 50; Dec. ’14 • Margaret 
(Moehlenbrock) Killmar, LA 50; 
Jan. ’15 • Jack  P. Kinnaw, EN 50; 
Jan. ’15 • Donald  L. Kuchenbuch, 
BU 50; March ’15 • Harriette (Lutz) 
Livingston, MD 50; Aug. ’14 • 
James  M. Maas, EN 50; Jan. ’15 • 
Edgar  A. Martin, BU 50; Dec. ’14 • 
Thomas  C. Porter, EN 50; Oct. ’14 
• Simon  Rosenbaum, BU 50; 
March ’15 • Arnold  M. Schrier, BU 
50; Feb. ’15 • Elizabeth (Chipley) 
Stephens, LA 50; March ’15 • 
William C. Stewart, BU 50; June 
’15 • Rudolph  C. Stinnett, UC 50; 
Jan. ’15 • Thomas  M. Tebbetts, 
FA 50; Sept. ’14 • Lila (Mortland) 
Traeger, LA 50, LW 52; Feb. ’15 • 
Dewey  E. Allen, DE 51; Jan. ’15 • 
Charles  C. Berry, LA 51; March ’15 
• Harriet (Wunderlich) Brubacher, 
LA 51; Oct. ’14 • Rupert  E. 
Bullock, SI 51; Jan. ’15 • Jeanne 
(Heinicke) Hoyer, LA 51; Jan. ’15 • 
Kenneth  L. Johnson, EN 51; 
March ’15 • Lawrence  A. Kennedy, 
BU 51; Oct. ’14 • Betty (Blatt) 
Knoblock, NU 51; Oct. ’14 • Harold  
N. Kravin, BU 51; Aug. ’14 • 
Donald  A. Lasater, EN 51; Jan. ’15 
• Joan (O’Keefe) Lerea, LA 51; 
Aug. ’14 • Gerald  R. Little, EN 51, 
GR 67; Nov. ’14 • Celeste (Holdt) 
McBride, UC 51; Aug. ’14 • Odile 
(Stewart) Mecker, LA 51; Feb. ’15 • 
Bruce  C. Meyer, LA 51; Oct. ’14 • 
Jack  Mullen, MD 51; Dec. ’14 • 
Paul  E. Niehaus, EN 51; Dec. ’14 • 
Muriel (Wallace) Pearson, PT 51; 
Oct. ’14 • Margueritte (Hollan) 
Perkins, LA 51; Nov. ’14 • Mary  A. 
Peter, UC 51, GR 54; Nov. ’14 • 
Patsy  J. Pierce, UC 51; Oct. ’14 • 
Donald  C. Proctor, MD 51; Jan. ’15 
• James  P. Rodman, GR 51; Jan. 
’15 • John  W. Rolando, BU 51; 
Nov. ’14 • Paul  Seligsohn, LA 51; 
Sept. ’14 • Irving  Singman, LA 51; 
Oct. ’14 • Jack  P. Tandy, LA 51; 

March ’15 • William  R. Warmbold, 
EN 51; Aug. ’14 • Marie (Middleton) 
Westenhiser, BU 51; Aug. ’14 • 
Norman  Zaltsman, BU 51, LW 52; 
Jan. ’15 • Werner  G. Zinn, LA 51; 
Sept. ’14 • Jerry  L. Cary, BU 52; 
Jan. ’15 • Dennis  C. Clark, LA 52, 
GB 56; Dec. ’14 • Mitchell  L. 
Cotton, SI 52; Feb. ’15 • Vera 
(Weller) Dersam, SW 52; Sept. ’14 
• Stan  Esson, FA 52; Nov. ’14 • 
Arthur  Feldman, EN 52; Jan. ’15 • 
Irvin  A. Friedman, LA 52, LW 53; 
Feb. ’15 • Guy  H. Frumson, LA 52; 
Dec. ’14 • Guy  R. Harper, MD 52; 
Aug. ’14 • Lester  H. Krone, EN 52, 
SI 55; March ’15 • Robert  N. 
Manos, AR 52; Aug. ’14 • David  A. 
Milner, LA 52; Aug. ’14 • Robert  O. 
Scott, FA 52; March ’15 • James  C. 
Shapleigh, LA 52, GR 58; Feb. ’15 
• Catherine (Stout) Vanderpearl, 
LA 52; Nov. ’14 • Alphonso  H. 
Voorhees, BU 52, LW 52; Aug. ’14 
• Bernard  W. Weitzman, BU 52, 
LW 54; Jan. ’15 • Annie (Norman) 
Williamson, GR 52; Jan. ’15 • 
Thomas  J. Wurth, EN 52; March 
’15 • Donald  R. Young, EN 52, SI 
62; Sept. ’14 • Gene  M. Zafft, LW 
52; Oct. ’14 • Lowell  F. Black, BU 
53; Oct. ’14 • Bernice (Trugman) 
Cooper, LA 53; Aug. ’14 • Anita 
(Surtshin) Devore, SW 53; Feb. 
’15 • Jonathan  S. Dixon, GR 53; 
Feb. ’15 • Ben  F. Freedman, FA 53; 
Dec. ’14 • Lynn  F. Hovland, GR 53; 
Aug. ’14 • Haruo  Kameoka, DE 53; 
Oct. ’14 • Marvin  M. Klamen, 
LA 53, LW 55; Oct. ’14 • Nell 
(Robinson) Lynch, LA 53; Jan. ’15 
• Ronald  A. Matteuzzi, EN 53; 
Jan. ’15 • Carson  Y. Nolan, GR 53; 
Sept. ’14 • Joseph  L. Pellegrini, 
LA 53; Sept. ’14 • Mary (Pellett) 
Russell, GR 53; Feb. ’15 • 
Theodore  W. Seaton, EN 53; 
March ’15 • M. Gus Waeltz, EN 53; 
Jan. ’15 • Lawrence  N. Weenick, 
BU 53, LW 58; Sept. ’14 • Sam  D. 
Weinstein, BU 53; Jan. ’15 • 
Anthony  G. Weston, BU 53; 
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(Hogan) Van Meter, LA 63, MD 67; 
Aug. ’14 • Raymond  A. Ahle, UC 
64; Feb. ’15 • Robert  C. Beatty, 
UC 64; Jan. ’15 • Wallace  G. 
Bourneuf, UC 64, UC 66; Sept. ’14 
• Frank  A. Hall, SW 64; Nov. ’14 • 
Sherwin  Kershman, LA 64, DE 68; 
Aug. ’14 • Raymond  W. Klauber, 
GR 64, GR 75; Oct. ’14 • Rhea 
(Cleveland) Lundmark, UC 64; 
Sept. ’14 • Norman H. Nie, LA 64; 
April ’15 • Claire (Richter) 
O’Meara, GR 64; Feb. ’15 • Jean 
(Mitchell) Pennington, GR 64; Feb. 
’15 • Alex  R. Posze, GA 64; Nov. 
’14 • Gregory  A. Rehme, UC 64; 
Nov. ’14 • Charles  T. Thurston, 
UC 64; March ’15 • William J. 
Westerman II, SI 64; June ’15 • 
John  R. Erler, GB 65; Dec. ’14 • 
Ralph  Heathcote, UC 65; Jan. ’15 
• Edward  M. Kern, SI 65; Nov. ’14• 
Theodore  Krupin, HS, LA 65; 
March ’15 • John  L. Mills, GR 65; 
March ’15 • Vincent  J. Murphy, UC 
65; Nov. ’14 • Carroll  W. Nafzger, 
SW 65; Oct. ’14 • Ronald  E. Sims, 
TI 65; Feb. ’15 • Carol  A. Weerts, 
NU 65, UC 75; Feb. ’15 • Fredrick  
W. Winterowd, GR 65; Aug. ’14 • 
R. Keith Carney, AR 66, GA 68; 
Feb. ’15 • Richard  K. Gannon, LA 
66; Feb. ’15 • Norman  H. Hansen, 
UC 66, UC 79; Nov. ’14 • Kenneth  
M. Hensiek, SW 66; Sept. ’14 • 
Robert  F. Marchesi, GB 66; Feb. 
’15 • France  A. Meier, SI 66; Feb. 
’15 • David  L. Meyer, UC 66; Nov. 
’14 • Marilyn (Pajot) Robinson, 
GR 66; Aug. ’14 • Albert  L. Shain, 
GR 66, GR 69; Feb. ’15 • Barrie  H. 
Simonson, GD 66; Feb. ’15 • 
Donald  A. Alch, UC 67; Feb. ’15 • 
Richard  S. Beldner, LW 67; March 
’15 • Dennis  C. Hall, GR 67; Jan. 
’15 • Robert  L. Mocciola, UC 67; 
Aug. ’14 • Stephen  H. Schnieders, 
GB 67; Sept. ’14 • Clarice (Barnes) 
Tierney, GN 67; Oct. ’14 • Lois 
(Judevine) Blackwell, UC 68; 
March ’15 • Elvis  A. Cole, UC 68, 
UC 78, GR 86; Feb. ’15 • Alexander  

Feld, EN 68, SI 72; March ’15 • 
Joseph  R. Koerner, TI 68, TI 72; 
Nov. ’14 • Leon  W. Landgraf, UC 
68; March ’15 • Ben T. Y. Leung, LA 
68; Aug. ’15 • Donald  D. Lisenby, 
GR 68; Feb. ’15 • Delmar  V. 
Mahnken, UC 68; Jan. ’15 • Nels  
C. Moss, LW 68; Feb. ’15 • William  
F. Nolan, GR 68; Jan. ’15 • James  
W. Swift, GR 68; Dec. ’14 • John  A. 
Treptow, LA 68, LW 71; Oct. ’14 • 
Robert  A. Ullrich, GB 68; Jan. ’15 
• Glenn  E. Ziemann, UC 68; Oct. 
’14 • Francis  J. Brown, GR 69; Feb. 
’15 • Norman  J. Duchek, TI 69; 
Aug. ’14 • Curtis  N. Goldman, 
UC 69; Nov. ’14 • Raymond  L. 
Johnson, SI 69; Oct. ’14 • William  
O. Monroig, UC 69; Jan. ’15 • 
Richard  A. Nolte, LA 69; Sept. ’14 
• William  E. Pollock, SI 69; Nov. 
’14 • Herbert  A. Reznikoff, GB 69; 
Nov. ’14 • William  L. Shumate, GR 
69; Dec. ’14 • Conrad  L. Stayton, 
MD 69; Feb. ’15 • Edward  J. 
Zneimer, GR 69; Nov. ’14

1970s
Norman  R. Brauss, TI 70; Aug. ’14 
• Philip  Briggin, TI 70; March ’15 • 
James  B. Crosswhite, UC 70; 
Sept. ’14 • James  J. Fuhs, UC 70; 
Sept. ’14 • Paul  D. Lyon, LA 70, GR 
80; Jan. ’15 • Paul  A. Mennes, MD 
70; Sept. ’14 • Michael  Silver, LA 
70, GR 73, GR 82; Aug. ’14 • Neal  
Spaeth, UC 70; Jan. ’15 • Enid 
(Bell) Golden, LA 71; Jan. ’15 • 
Diane  Guth, LA 71; Aug. ’14 • Neal  
J. Handler, DE 71; March ’15 • 
Doris (Bass) Landfather, LA 71; 
Oct. ’14 • James  T. McCullin, BU 
71, GB 72; Jan. ’15 • Edward  F. 
Began, UC 72; Sept. ’14 • George  
C. Beville, UC 72, UC 72; Dec. ’14 • 
Marcus  A. Boyer, GB 72; Nov. ’14 • 
Barbara  S. Framer, LA 72, GR 74; 
March ’15 • Jennie (Zesmer) 
Gorrell, LA 72; Sept. ’14 • Wilburt  
Harris, UC 72; Sept. ’14 • E. David 
Powers, GB 72; Nov. ’14 • T. Jay 
Thompson, LW 72; Jan. ’15 • 

Susan  H. Bascom, GR 73; Dec. ’14 
• David  A. Bremer, GR 73; Dec. ’14 
• Stephen  Iwasczuk, UC 73; Feb. 
’15 • David  C. Nelling, LA 73; Sept. 
’14 • Arthur  D. Gorman, GR 74; 
Dec. ’14 • Harold  A. Lorenz, GB 74; 
Jan. ’15 • Diane (Kraft) Ward, LA 
74; Oct. ’14 • Roslyn (Kaplan) 
Yomtovian, MD 74; Nov. ’14 • 
Kenneth  L. Fellenstein, UC 75, UC 
76; Dec. ’14 • Carol  Malone, UC 
75; Jan. ’15 • Stanley  A. Myrda, 
UC 75; Nov. ’14 • Wayne  A. 
Stillings, HS, MD 75; March ’15 • 
Charles  F. Bates, LA 76; Feb. ’15 • 
Deborah (Korpal) Bunten, GR 76; 
March ’15 • Randy  S. 
Goldenhersh, GA 76; Jan. ’15 • 
Carolyn  M. Goss, FA 76; Dec. ’14 • 
Heidi (Hamilton) Henderson, SW 
76; Nov. ’14 • Robert  W. Jones, 
UC 76; Aug. ’14 • Donald  L. 
Robertson, GR 76; Aug. ’14 • Mary  
P. Thro, GR 76; March ’15 • Marge 
T. Feinberg, LA 77; June ’15 • 
Richard  B. Freschi, BU 77; Feb. 
’15 • Howard  S. Lite, LA 77, HS 84; 
March ’15 • Matthew  L. Monks, UC 
77; Aug. ’14 • Russell  G. Seamons, 
DE 78; Aug. ’14 • Elizabeth  J. Seib, 
UC 78; March ’15 • Deborah  M. 
Freund, EN 79, SI 82; Aug. ’14 • 
Bonnie (Nissen) Harstad, GR 79; 
Sept. ’14 • Francis  N. Kopel, GR 
79; Nov. ’14 • Donald  W. Urban, 
LW 79; Oct. ’14

1980s
Carl  T. Bauer, LW 80; Oct. ’14 • 
Bonnie (DuBois) Hilton, GB 80; 
Oct. ’14 • Robert  P. Goldman, 
DE 81; Nov. ’14 • Jacqueline  M. 
Murphy, LA 81; Aug. ’14 • Rosa 
(Gahn) Wright, UC 81, UC 82; Aug. 
’14 • Leo  E. Butts, EN 82; Sept. ’14 
• Debra  A. Dobbins, LA 82, LA 82; 
Dec. ’14 • Rita  Roth, GR 82; March 
’15 • William  E. Cornelius, GR 83; 
Aug. ’14 • Roger  W. Depuy, GR 83; 
March ’15 • Robert  T. Wosewick, 
GB 83; March ’15 • Mark  B. Szabo, 
BU 84; Feb. ’15 • Louis  S. Jacks, 

LA 85; Aug. ’14 • Thean  T. Ong, 
AR 85; Dec. ’14 • Gerald  Bassett, 
LW 86; Nov. ’14 • Paula  J. 
Biedenharn, LA 86; Aug. ’14 • 
Melinda (Ratzker) Burton, GR 86; 
Sept. ’14 • Erika  J. Rotheim, BU 
86; Sept. ’14 • Phillip  A. Goin, LA 
87; Oct. ’14 • Peter  W. Richetti, GR 
87, GR 87; Aug. ’14 • Shannon  M. 
Williams, LA 88; Jan. ’15 • Robert  
D. Martens, SI 89; Nov. ’14 • John  
T. McSweeney, EMBA 89; Oct. ’14

1990s
Rosalind Dawn Ellis, PT 90; May 
’15 • Thomas J. Salmon, DE 90; 
Jan. ’15 • Jeffery D. Reinberg, UC 
91; Jan. ’15 • William A. Yansen, TI 
91; Jan. ’15 • Charles P. Allen, 
EMBA 92; Oct. ’14 • Christopher J. 
Davidson, PMBA 92; Oct. ’14 • 
Jamie A. Ryan, FA 94; Jan. ’15 • 
David J. March, EMBA 96; March 
’15 • Jeremy B. Rodgers, LA 96; 
Feb. ’15 • Doris (Knowling) Michel, 
UC 98, UC 98; Sept. ’14 • Natasha 
T. Strauss, LA 98; Jan. ’15 • Aimee 
Lilles, LA 99; Nov. ’14

2000s
Morgan  G. Deters, SI 03, SI 07; 
Jan. ’15 • Herman  N. Eisen, GR 03; 
Nov. ’14 • Gary  A. Zimmerman, 
EMBA 06; Sept. ’14 • Alvin  C. 
James, MD 07; Feb. ’15 • Annie  C. 
O’Neill, FA 07; Aug. ’14 • Nathan  
P. Orlofsky, LA 08; Feb. ’15

2010s
Matthew  G. Speizman, LA 16; 
Jan. ’15

In Remembrance
Felicia Ausbury
Felicia Ausbury, senior associate 
director in Alumni Relations at 
Washington University, died Sept. 9, 
2014, from cancer. She was 42.

Ausbury joined the university in 
2009 to lead a new group to man-
age regional alumni club programs.

In January 2011, she was 
asked to lead Class and University 
Programs, which oversaw 
Founders Day and undergraduate 
class reunions. She and her team 
successfully transitioned the 1st 
through 45th reunions to Thurtene 
Carnival weekend, while maintain-
ing the tradition of celebrating the 
50th reunion and older classes 
during Commencement weekend.

Ausbury is survived by her hus-
band, Scott Ausbury, and their two 
daughters, Evie and Sara.

Neil Bernstein
Neil Bernstein, JD, professor of 
law emeritus, died Aug. 7, 2015. 
He was 83.

Bernstein was on the university 
faculty for 38 years and specialized 
in insurance law, labor law, anti-
trust, employment discrimination 
and employment law. He was also 
a frequent news commentator. 

On a leave of absence from 
the School of Law, Bernstein 
served as general counsel to the 
Missouri Department of Insurance, 
and he was a consultant to the 
Administrative Conference of the 
United States and to the National 
Association of Attorneys General. 
He also published two multi-
volume treatises and several 
monographs for the International 
Encyclopedia for Insurance Law.

Bernstein is survived by his 
wife, Marcia; his son, Philip; his 
daughter, Laura Dudley; and four 
grandchildren.

Harold Blumenfeld
Harold Blumenfeld,  professor 
emeritus of music in Arts & 
Sciences, died Nov. 1, 2014, from 
complications of Alzheimer’s 
disease. He was 91.

Blumenfeld joined the faculty 
at Washington University in 1950 
after studying at the University 
of Zurich; Yale; and under Robert 
Shaw and Leonard Bernstein 
at Tanglewood, the summer 
home of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra.
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LA 85; Aug. ’14 • Thean  T. Ong, 
AR 85; Dec. ’14 • Gerald  Bassett, 
LW 86; Nov. ’14 • Paula  J. 
Biedenharn, LA 86; Aug. ’14 • 
Melinda (Ratzker) Burton, GR 86; 
Sept. ’14 • Erika  J. Rotheim, BU 
86; Sept. ’14 • Phillip  A. Goin, LA 
87; Oct. ’14 • Peter  W. Richetti, GR 
87, GR 87; Aug. ’14 • Shannon  M. 
Williams, LA 88; Jan. ’15 • Robert  
D. Martens, SI 89; Nov. ’14 • John  
T. McSweeney, EMBA 89; Oct. ’14

1990s
Rosalind Dawn Ellis, PT 90; May 
’15 • Thomas J. Salmon, DE 90; 
Jan. ’15 • Jeffery D. Reinberg, UC 
91; Jan. ’15 • William A. Yansen, TI 
91; Jan. ’15 • Charles P. Allen, 
EMBA 92; Oct. ’14 • Christopher J. 
Davidson, PMBA 92; Oct. ’14 • 
Jamie A. Ryan, FA 94; Jan. ’15 • 
David J. March, EMBA 96; March 
’15 • Jeremy B. Rodgers, LA 96; 
Feb. ’15 • Doris (Knowling) Michel, 
UC 98, UC 98; Sept. ’14 • Natasha 
T. Strauss, LA 98; Jan. ’15 • Aimee 
Lilles, LA 99; Nov. ’14

2000s
Morgan  G. Deters, SI 03, SI 07; 
Jan. ’15 • Herman  N. Eisen, GR 03; 
Nov. ’14 • Gary  A. Zimmerman, 
EMBA 06; Sept. ’14 • Alvin  C. 
James, MD 07; Feb. ’15 • Annie  C. 
O’Neill, FA 07; Aug. ’14 • Nathan  
P. Orlofsky, LA 08; Feb. ’15

2010s
Matthew  G. Speizman, LA 16; 
Jan. ’15

In Remembrance
Felicia Ausbury
Felicia Ausbury, senior associate 
director in Alumni Relations at 
Washington University, died Sept. 9, 
2014, from cancer. She was 42.

Ausbury joined the university in 
2009 to lead a new group to man-
age regional alumni club programs.

In January 2011, she was 
asked to lead Class and University 
Programs, which oversaw 
Founders Day and undergraduate 
class reunions. She and her team 
successfully transitioned the 1st 
through 45th reunions to Thurtene 
Carnival weekend, while maintain-
ing the tradition of celebrating the 
50th reunion and older classes 
during Commencement weekend.

Ausbury is survived by her hus-
band, Scott Ausbury, and their two 
daughters, Evie and Sara.

Neil Bernstein
Neil Bernstein, JD, professor of 
law emeritus, died Aug. 7, 2015. 
He was 83.

Bernstein was on the university 
faculty for 38 years and specialized 
in insurance law, labor law, anti-
trust, employment discrimination 
and employment law. He was also 
a frequent news commentator. 

On a leave of absence from 
the School of Law, Bernstein 
served as general counsel to the 
Missouri Department of Insurance, 
and he was a consultant to the 
Administrative Conference of the 
United States and to the National 
Association of Attorneys General. 
He also published two multi-
volume treatises and several 
monographs for the International 
Encyclopedia for Insurance Law.

Bernstein is survived by his 
wife, Marcia; his son, Philip; his 
daughter, Laura Dudley; and four 
grandchildren.

Harold Blumenfeld
Harold Blumenfeld,  professor 
emeritus of music in Arts & 
Sciences, died Nov. 1, 2014, from 
complications of Alzheimer’s 
disease. He was 91.

Blumenfeld joined the faculty 
at Washington University in 1950 
after studying at the University 
of Zurich; Yale; and under Robert 
Shaw and Leonard Bernstein 
at Tanglewood, the summer 
home of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra.

Blumenfeld directed the 
Washington University Opera 
Studio from 1960 to 1971. From 
1962 to 1966, he was director of 
Opera Theatre of Saint Louis. He 
also wrote compositions including 
“Fourscore: An Opera of Opposites 
and Breakfast Waltzes.”

Blumenfeld retired in 1989, but 
he kept composing. In 2001, he 
and his librettist, Charles Kondek, 
completed “Borgia Infami,” an 
opera based on the Renaissance 
family, and in 2007, he com-
pleted an opera based on Charles 
Baudelaire’s Flowers of Evil, named 
“Vers Sataniques.”

Jean Sutherland Boggs
Jean Sutherland Boggs, the first 
woman appointed to a full profes-
sorship in the Department of Art 
History and Archaeology in Arts & 
Sciences, died Aug. 22, 2014. She 
was 92.

Boggs joined the university 
as the Steinberg Professor of Art 
History in 1964. She specialized 
in modern art with a focus on 
Degas and Picasso. In 1966, she 
became the first woman to head 
the National Gallery of Canada.

Boggs later directed the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art 
and the Canadian Museums 
Construction Corp., which 
oversaw the design of a new 
Canadian national gallery building 
in Ottawa as well as the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization. She also 
helped establish photography as a 
major collecting area at Canada’s 
National Gallery.

Her major exhibitions included 
Picasso and Man (1964), Picasso 
and Things: Still Lifes by Picasso 
(1992) and Degas at the Races 
(1998).

Frank K. Flinn
Frank K. Flinn, PhD, adjunct 
professor of religious studies and 
an expert on religious freedom 
and constitutional rights of fringe 
religious groups, died July 4, 2015. 
He was 76.

Flinn studied many religious 
movements in the United States 
and abroad including the Great 
Awakening, Mormonism, Seventh 
Day Adventism and the Wiccan 
movement. He was often called on 
as an expert witness in court cases 
involving religious rights for con-
troversial religious groups (such 
as the Church of Scientology) or 
to testify before the U.S. Congress 
about new religions.

Flinn defended the rights of 
controversial religions, saying that 
threatening their right to work as 
legitimate religious movements 
also threatened the rights of older, 
mainline religions. 

In the Religious Studies Program, 
Flinn taught the popular courses 
“Cults in America” and “The North 
American Religious Experience.” 
He retired in 2011 but still offered 
courses through University College.

Flinn is survived by his wife, 
Alice Bloch; two sons; and grand-
children.

David B. Gray
David B. Gray, PhD, a professor of 
occupational therapy and neurol-
ogy who influenced policy and 
rehabilitation programs for the dis-
abled, died Feb. 12, 2015, from an 
apparent heart attack. He was 71.

After a fall from a roof para-
lyzed Gray in 1976, he devoted his 
life to improving the lives of and 
altering mainstream perceptions 
of the disabled. He worked for 
several agencies at the National 
Institutes of Health, was appointed 
director of the National Institute 
on Disability and Rehabilitation 
Research by President Ronald 
Reagan, and advocated for the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1990. He was even there when 
President George H.W. Bush signed 
the legislation into law.

Gray also conducted research 
and taught classes at Washington 
University School of Medicine 
from 1995 onward. In addition, 
he s pearheaded the creation of 
Paraquad’s Health and Wellness 

Center (then called the Enabling 
Mobility Center), a nationally 
recognized physical health and 
emotional wellness resource for 
people with disabilities. 

Gray is survived by his wife, 
son, two daughters, sister, two 
brothers and two grandchildren.

James P. Keating
James P. Keating, MD, a profes-
sor emeritus of pediatrics at 
Washington University School 
of Medicine and the inaugural 
W. McKim Marriott, MD, Chair in 
Pediatrics at St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital, died Dec. 25, 2014, from a 
pulmonary embolism. He was 76.

Keating’s 44-year career saw 
many firsts. In 1971, he started 
the pediatric gastroenterology 
and nutrition division in the 
Department of Pediatrics and 
served as its director until 1992. 
He is recognized as one of the 
field’s founders.

He started the first pediatric 
intensive-care unit in St. Louis and 
was its director from 1980 to 1992. 
He was also a pioneer in the field of 
pediatric diagnostic medicine and 
founded such a division in 1992.

As director of the pediatric 
residency program, Keating was 
revered and feared by residents for 
his demanding teaching style.

Keating is survived by his wife, 
Susan; daughter, Amy Keating 
Foote; son, Thomas Keating; sister, 
Mary Sommerfeld; and brothers, 
Larry and Jerry Keating.

Jill Lustberg
Jill Lustberg, associate director 
of development for Olin Business 
School, died Nov. 12, 2014, after a 
long battle with cancer. She was 43.

Lustberg was responsible for 
leading the business school’s 
Eliot Society and Annual Fund 
 fundraising activities. She also 
managed other successful 
programs, such as the Century 
Club Speaker Series, Lunch with 
a Pro and the Industry Insider’s 
Mentoring Program.
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Congress, a position now called 
Poet Laureate of the United States.

Smith grew up near St. Louis 
and attended Washington 
University for both his bachelor’s, 
awarded in 1939, and his master’s 
degree, awarded in 1941, both in 
French literature. He was good 
friends with fellow classmate 
Tennessee Williams and later 
wrote a memoir about him.

Smith was also a Rhodes 
Scholar in England and studied at 
the University of Florence in Italy.

Smith is survived by his second 
wife, Sonja Haussman Smith; 
his son from his first marriage; a 
stepson; two grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren.

Ernst K. Zinner
Ernst K. Zinner, PhD, research 
professor emeritus of physics and 
earth and planetary sciences in 
Arts & Sciences, died July 30, 2015, 
a� er a 19-year battle with mantle 
cell lymphoma. He was 78.

Zinner grew up in Austria and 
came to the United States in the 
mid-1960s to attend Washington 
University. He earned his PhD 
in 1972 in high-energy particle 
physics.

In 1987, Zinner was the first to 
identify material in a laboratory 
that predated the formation of the 
solar system 4.6 billion years ago. 
The work involved a measurement 
technique called secondary-ion 
mass spectrometry (SIMS), which 
Zinner became an expert in.

Zinner received the J. Lawrence 
Smith Medal of the National 
Academy of Sciences, the top 
award in this field from that body; 
the Leonard Medal from the 
Meteoritical Society, an inter-
national scientific group; and in 
2007, colleagues even organized 
a symposium in his honor called 
“SIMS in the Space Sciences: The 
Zinner Impact.”

Zinner is survived by his wife, 
Brigitte; son, Max Giacobini Zinner; 
and his four younger siblings in 
Austria.
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Consult your legal and tax advisors before making a charitable gift.

Harry J. Joe, Dallas, Texas, LW ’75

Like Harry, consider becoming a 
Brookings Partner by supporting 
Washington University through an estate 
gift, life income plan or other planned gift.

To learn more, visit plannedgiving.wustl.edu
or call 800.835.3503.
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Lustberg is survived by her 
husband, Jason, and her daughter, 
Rory.

Mary Dell Olin Pritzlaff
Mary Dell Olin Pritzlaff, a trustee 
emerita of the university, died 
July 18, 2015. She was 85.

Pritzlaff served on Washington 
University’s Board of Trustees 
from 1980 to 2002 and had been 
a trustee emerita since July 2002. 
She was also a member of the 
Educational Policy Committee and 
the National Council for the School 
of Medicine. In 2000, the university 
awarded her the William Greenleaf 
Eliot Society’s Search Award for 
her exceptional service.

Pritzlaff was the daughter of 
Spencer T. Olin and Ann W. Olin 
and served as the director of 
their foundation.

In addition, Pritzlaff served 
as president of the Phoenix 
Art Museum board of trustees, 
and she was involved with the 
Heard Museum and the Phoenix 
Symphony. Her husband, John C. 
Pritzlaff, served as a U.S. ambas-
sador, and the couple represented 
the United States in Malta from 
1969 to 1972.

Pritzlaff is survived by her four 
children, 12 grandchildren and 
13 great-grandchildren.

D. Tab Rasmussen
D. Tab Rasmussen, PhD, professor 
of anthropology in Arts & Sciences, 
died Aug. 7, 2014, after an accident 
in his home. He was 56.

Rasmussen, a physical anthro-
pologist who specialized in pale-
ontology and behavioral ecology, 
especially among primates, came 
to the university in 1991. Through 
fossil records and comparative 
studies of primates, he charted 
the course of primate evolution 
and provided insight into the 
evolutionary process.

In addition to serving on the 
university’s Fulbright Committee 
and Arts & Sciences Graduate 
Council, Rasmussen taught 

in the Environmental Studies 
program. He published more 
than 85 scholarly articles and 
did paleontological and archeo-
logical research in Egypt, Kenya, 
Libya, Ethiopia, Namibia, South 
Africa, Madagascar, Ecuador and 
Colombia, as well as in the U.S. 

Barry R. Schactman
Barry R. Schactman, professor 
emeritus of drawing and painting 
in the Sam Fox School of Design 
& Visual Arts, died July 3, 2015, 
after a long bout with Alzheimer’s 
disease. He was 85.

Schactman joined the university 
faculty in 1962 after taking classes 
at the Art Students League in New 
York City, the Tyler School of Art in 
Philadelphia and Yale University. 
At Yale, Schactman studied with 
influential artist Josef Albers and 
became friends with figurative 
artist Rico Lebrun. He taught figure 
structure at the university for 30 
years, emphasizing the importance 
of seeing. When he retired in 1992, 
Steinberg Hall held a retrospective 
exhibition of his work. 

Schactman is survived by his 
wife, Ana Grace; daughter, Amy; 
sister, Rhoda Bartels; and grand-
daughter.

James Shrauner
James Shrauner, PhD, a theoretical 
particle physicist and professor 
emeritus from the Department of 
Physics in Arts & Sciences, died 
from complications of Parkinson’s 
disease June 1, 2015. He was 82.

Shrauner’s research covered 
many areas of particle physics 
and field theory, and he often 
collaborated with physicists from 
national laboratories such as Los 
Alamos, Lawrence Berkeley and 
Fermilab National Accelerator 
Laboratory. He also served on 
the central design group for the 
Superconducting Super Collider, 
a particle accelerator that was to 
be built in Waxahachie, Texas.

Shrauner is survived by his wife, 
Barbara Wayne Abraham Shrauner, 

senior professor of electrical and 
systems engineering in the School 
of Engineering & Applied Science; 
daughter; son; brother; and four 
grandchildren.

Jeigh Singleton
James Dennis “Jeigh” Singleton, 
associate professor emeritus of 
fashion design in the Sam Fox 
School of Design & Visual Arts, 
died Jan. 11, 2015, following a long 
battle with cancer. He was 70.

Singleton was a fixture in the 
university’s fashion design pro-
gram, where he served as director 
from 1987 until his retirement 
in 2012. He also coordinated the 
annual Washington University 
Fashion Design Show, a choreo-
graphed catwalk-style event that 
takes place each spring.

Singleton grew up in Louisiana 
and studied at the Tuskegee 
Institute in Alabama. After earning 
his bachelor’s degree in 1966, he 
studied at Kansas State University 
in Manhattan and earned his 
master’s degree in 1970. He came 
to St. Louis and began teaching at 
Washington University in 1972.

As a freelancer, Singleton 
designed dresses, sportswear, 
 theatrical costumes, wearable art 
and clothing for people in wheel-
chairs. He won a Distinguished 
Faculty Award (1996), the first 
Annual Saint Louis Fashion 
Week Plaza Frontenac Fashion 
Achievement Award (2009) and a 
Legendary Professor Award (2012).

Singleton is survived by his sis-
ter, Cheryl Piper, and her children.

William Jay Smith
William Jay Smith, a poet and 
former poetry consultant to the 
Library of Congress, died Aug. 18, 
2015, from pneumonia. He was 97.

As a college professor, poet and 
writer, Smith published dozens of 
volumes of poetry over his 70-year 
career, as well as children’s verse, 
memoirs, translations and essays. 
From 1968 to 1970, he was the 
poetry consultant to the Library of 

Congress, a position now called 
poet laureate of the United States.

Smith grew up near St. Louis 
and attended Washington 
University for both his bachelor’s 
degrees, awarded in 1939, and his 
master’s degree, awarded in 1941, 
both in French literature. He was 
a good friend of fellow classmate 
Tennessee Williams and later 
wrote a memoir about him.

Smith was also a Rhodes 
Scholar in England and studied at 
the University of Florence in Italy.

Smith is survived by his second 
wife, Sonja Haussman Smith; 
his son from his first marriage; a 
stepson; two grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren.

Ernst K. Zinner
Ernst K. Zinner, PhD, research 
professor emeritus of physics and 
earth and planetary sciences in 
Arts & Sciences, died July 30, 2015, 
after a 19-year battle with mantle 
cell lymphoma. He was 78.

Zinner grew up in Austria and 
came to the United States in the 
mid-1960s to attend Washington 
University. He earned his PhD 
in 1972 in high-energy particle 
physics.

In 1987, Zinner was the first to 
identify material in a laboratory 
that predated the formation of the 
solar system 4.6 billion years ago. 
The work involved a measurement 
technique called secondary-ion 
mass spectrometry (SIMS), which 
Zinner became an expert in.

Zinner received the J. Lawrence 
Smith Medal of the National 
Academy of Sciences, the top 
award in this field from that 
body, and the Leonard Medal 
from the Meteoritical Society, an 
international scientific group. 
In 2007, colleagues organized a 
symposium in his honor, called 
“SIMS in the Space Sciences: The 
Zinner Impact.”

Zinner is survived by his wife, 
Brigitte; son, Max Giacobini Zinner; 
and four younger siblings in 
Austria.
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  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Consult your legal and tax advisors before making a charitable gift.

Like Harry, consider becoming a  
Brookings Partner by supporting  
Washington University through an estate  
gift, life income plan or other planned gift.

To learn more, visit plannedgiving.wustl.edu
or call 800.835.3503.
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ALUMNI ACTIVITIES

Transformative Ties

SPOTLIGHT   |   Robert L. Virgil

BOB VIRGIL, MBA ’60, DBA ’67, has been 
a leader at  Washington University for six 
 decades — beginning as a student and 
 continuing as an alumnus, faculty member, 
dean of the John M. Olin School of  Business, 
executive vice chancellor, trustee and volun-
teer. Students elected him “Teacher of the 
Year” nine times, and under his  leadership 
as dean, the business school began its 
 transformation into a nationally recognized 
center of business education. He retired from 
the university in 1993 and began a second 
career as a general partner at Edward Jones.

A tireless volunteer on behalf of the 
university, Virgil led the commission that 
planned the Sesquicentennial  Celebration 
in 2003–04 and served as president of 
the  William Greenleaf Eliot  Society in 
2004–07. He joined the Arts & Sciences 
National  Council in 2006, and since 2009 
he has chaired the National Council of the 
 Gephardt Institute for Civic and Community 
 Engagement. He chaired Opening the Doors 
to the Future: The Scholarship Initiative for 
Washington University. In 2009 the  university 
awarded him an honorary doctor of laws 
degree. In 2012 he was named scholarships 
chair for Leading Together: The Campaign for 
 Washington University.

How did you start volunteering for 
Washington University?
Bob Virgil, former dean of the Olin Business 
School, asked me to serve on the Olin Alumni 
 Council. Bob served as dean during my first two 
years of college, and I came to know him person-
ally because of his work with  underrepresented 
 minority students. I was happy to take his 
 suggestion, and I served on the council for six or 
seven years while I lived in St. Louis. I was also 
active with the Black Alumni  Council during that 
time. In those early years when I had just started 
my career, volunteering my time and energy was 
an  effective way for me to give back.

Describe your work as a Reunion 
volunteer.
I served as executive co-chair for my 5th, 10th and 
20th Reunions, along with a classmate, Greg Walker, 
AB ’94. We served together for all three  Reunions, 
which was fun. I saw it as an  opportunity to be 

Leading Together has raised more than 
$300 million in new scholarship support to 
date. Why did you agree to lead this effort? 
I have seen the impact of scholarships firsthand. 
They made my education possible, first as an under-
graduate at Beloit and later as a graduate student at 
Washington University. As dean of the Olin  Business 
School, I learned how much of each school’s 
 operating budget is needed to provide financial aid. 
Support for scholarships helps schools meet this 
urgent need. Most important, scholarships help the 
university continue to recruit outstanding students. 
I believe our most compelling financial need today 
is for new endowed scholarships and annual named 
scholarships through the Eliot Society.

SPOTLIGHT   |   Kelli P. Washington

KELLI P. WASHINGTON, BSBA ’94, is quick 
to attribute a large part of her success to her 
undergraduate experience at Washington 
 University — the education she received and 
the relationships she developed as a  student 
have proven to be invaluable. It began with 
a full-tuition scholarship to  attend Olin 
 Business School, sponsored by Larry Thomas, 
BSBA ’77. A university trustee and  partner 
with Edward Jones, Thomas served as 
 Washington’s mentor and encouraged her to 
take a position with his firm after she earned 
her degree. Washington stayed with Edward 
Jones for 10 years, and she now works as 
managing director for Cambridge  Associates 

LLC, in the Washington, D.C., area.
“So much of where I am today, who I’ve 

become, links back to WashU — my career, 
my friendships, the wonderful advice I’ve 
been given along the way. I’ve always had this 
desire to give back to the university because 
of that,”  Washington says. 

Why are scholarships such an important priority of the 
Leading Together campaign?
The steadily growing quality of students at Washington University has greatly 
contributed to its rise among leading institutions of learning and discovery. 
However, the high cost of higher education has put top universities out of reach 
for many students and their families. Scholarships are crucial to help excep-
tional young people achieve their aspirations — but, unfortunately, Washington 
University’s endowment for scholarships lags behind many of its peers.

Why should we invest in students at Washington University?
We have the responsibility to keep Washington University open to  qualified 
students of all socioeconomic backgrounds. These young people will  become 
the leaders of tomorrow — if they have the opportunity to realize their 
 extraordinary potential. And that depends on scholarship support.

A talented and diverse student body is the hallmark of a great university. 
As a former teacher and dean, I find it wonderful to see so many of my students 
going on to accomplish great things. Many exceptional students are eager to 
experience a Washington University education, but we lack the resources to 
admit them all. That has to change — and together, we can make it happen.

What do you enjoy most about volunteering on behalf of 
the university?
When I travel across the country to visit with alumni on behalf of the scholar-
ship initiative, I always enjoy seeing old friends and former students. For my 
wife, Gerry, and me, Washington University has been the major force in our 
lives, after our family. We appreciate the opportunity to return a little for all 
that Washington University has meant for us.

Bob Virgil, pictured here with his wife, Gerry, serves as scholarships chair for 
Leading Together: The Campaign for Washington University. 
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involved with WashU in a new way, while encouraging a diverse group of 
classmates to come back to campus and reconnect. It was a win-win for me. 

One of the things I love about WashU is that the staff makes it so 
easy to volunteer. I know firsthand how hard the staff works to make 
things easy for the volunteers because one of my work-study jobs as a 
student was in the alumni office. 

What advice would you give to alumni who want to stay 
connected with the university?
I would urge them to make sure the alumni office knows where they are 
living and has their current email address. Updating your contact infor-
mation is key. I know a young alumna who lives here in the D.C. area, and 
she was not aware of local alumni events because her contact informa-
tion was out of date. I encouraged her to come to a happy hour, and she 
ended up running into a few of her classmates and had a great time.

As a member of the alumni community, I belong to an amazing net-
work of people. When I relocated to D.C. from Boston, one of the things 
I was most excited about was the chance to be active with a larger WashU 
network. When I arrived in D.C., I posted something about my move on 
Facebook. Jodi Sweed, AB ’94, lives in the area, and when she saw my 
post, she quickly responded with “That’s great! There’s a WashU function 
next week — you have to come!” So within a week of moving to a new city, 
I was attending a WashU event, and I immediately felt like I was home.

I would tell all alumni to stay connected with friends and classmates. 
Attend your Reunion if you can. Find your local alumni, and then help 
plan an activity — whether it’s a lunch, a hike or an art exhibit — and 
get  involved!

How did you start volunteering for 
Washington University?
Bob Virgil, former dean of the Olin Business 
School, asked me to serve on the Olin Alumni 
 Council. Bob served as dean during my first two 
years of college, and I came to know him person-
ally because of his work with  underrepresented 
 minority students. I was happy to take his 
 suggestion, and I served on the council for six or 
seven years while I lived in St. Louis. I was also 
active with the Black Alumni  Council during that 
time. In those early years when I had just started 
my career, volunteering my time and energy was 
an  effective way for me to give back.

Describe your work as a Reunion 
volunteer.
I served as executive co-chair for my 5th, 10th and 
20th Reunions, along with a classmate, Greg Walker, 
AB ’94. We served together for all three  Reunions, 
which was fun. I saw it as an  opportunity to be 

SPOTLIGHT   |   Kelli P. Washington

KELLI P. WASHINGTON, BSBA ’94, is quick 
to attribute a large part of her success to her 
undergraduate experience at Washington 
 University — the education she received and 
the relationships she developed as a  student 
have proven to be invaluable. It began with 
a full-tuition scholarship to  attend Olin 
 Business School, sponsored by Larry Thomas, 
BSBA ’77. A university trustee and  partner 
with Edward Jones, Thomas served as 
 Washington’s mentor and encouraged her to 
take a position with his firm after she earned 
her degree. Washington stayed with Edward 
Jones for 10 years, and she now works as 
managing director for Cambridge  Associates 

LLC, in the Washington, D.C., area.
“So much of where I am today, who I’ve 

become, links back to WashU — my career, 
my friendships, the wonderful advice I’ve 
been given along the way. I’ve always had this 
desire to give back to the university because 
of that,”  Washington says. 

Why are scholarships such an important priority of the 
Leading Together campaign?
The steadily growing quality of students at Washington University has greatly 
contributed to its rise among leading institutions of learning and discovery. 
However, the high cost of higher education has put top universities out of reach 
for many students and their families. Scholarships are crucial to help excep-
tional young people achieve their aspirations — but, unfortunately, Washington 
University’s endowment for scholarships lags behind many of its peers.

Why should we invest in students at Washington University?
We have the responsibility to keep Washington University open to  qualified 
students of all socioeconomic backgrounds. These young people will  become 
the leaders of tomorrow — if they have the opportunity to realize their 
 extraordinary potential. And that depends on scholarship support.

A talented and diverse student body is the hallmark of a great university. 
As a former teacher and dean, I find it wonderful to see so many of my students 
going on to accomplish great things. Many exceptional students are eager to 
experience a Washington University education, but we lack the resources to 
admit them all. That has to change — and together, we can make it happen.

What do you enjoy most about volunteering on behalf of 
the university?
When I travel across the country to visit with alumni on behalf of the scholar-
ship initiative, I always enjoy seeing old friends and former students. For my 
wife, Gerry, and me, Washington University has been the major force in our 
lives, after our family. We appreciate the opportunity to return a little for all 
that Washington University has meant for us.

Bob Virgil, pictured here with his wife, Gerry, serves as scholarships chair for 
Leading Together: The Campaign for Washington University. 

Adding to her volunteer experience, Kelli Washington recently joined 
Washington University’s Alumni Board of Governors.

Andres Alonso
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A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR ST. LOUIS  
AND THE WORLD
An extraordinary commitment from Thomas 
 Hillman, AB ’78, and Jennifer Miller Hillman, 
BFA ’79, is leading the way for the expansion 
of social work, public health and public policy 
 programs at the Brown School. Hillman Hall, 
named in their honor, will foster new and 
 innovative ways to address critical social and 
 public health challenges and more than doubles 
the Brown School’s space for teaching, research 
and community engagement. 

The Hillmans are dedicated philanthropists, 
civic leaders and  engaged alumni volunteers. 
Tom  Hillman serves on the university’s Board of 
 Trustees and the medical school finance com-
mittee. He and  Jennifer both serve on the Brown 
School  National Council, and Tom also is a mem-
ber of the National Council of the Skandalaris 
Center for  Interdisciplinary  Innovation and 
 Entrepreneurship. Jennifer serves on the  National 
Council for the Undergraduate Experience. 

Trustee Maxine Clark and Bob Fox are build-
ing on their legacy of support for Washington 
University with a commitment of $7.5 million for 
programs and facilities at the Brown School. The 
university has renamed the Brown School Policy 
Forum as the Maxine Clark and Bob Fox Policy 
Institute in recognition of their generosity. In  
addition, a physical space in Hillman Hall has been 
named the Maxine Clark and Bob Fox Forum. 

Investing in the Future

L E A D I N G  TO G E T H E R
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Leading Together benefits our community, our nation and our global society.

Andrew C. Taylor, Trustee
Chair, Leading Together

Executive Chairman, 
Enterprise Holdings

M
ark Katzm

an

FROM THE CAMPAIGN CHAIR

As of June 30, 2015, Leading Together: The Campaign for Washington University 
had secured $1.95 billion in gifts and commitments toward our goal to raise 
a minimum of $2.2 billion by June 30, 2018. 

Our wonderful progress is made possible by the generosity and leadership 
of our alumni, parents, friends, faculty and staff. Together, we set a number 
of records in the past fiscal year, including 61,550 donors, 30,133 alumni 
donors, $329.6 million in new commitments and gifts (including bequests), 
and $28.1 million in support for the Annual Fund.

This unprecedented support enables Washington University to discover 
new knowledge and expedite its application to complex problems, such as 
new treatments for devastating diseases, new sources of sustainable energy, 
the challenges of aging and greater economic prosperity. The campaign 
fosters scholarship and innovations that enhance human lives. 

Preparing the leaders of tomorrow is one of the most important priorities 
of Leading Together. We ended the year with a total of $306.8 million 

toward a minimum goal of $400 million in new support for 
scholarships and fellowships. We are working to make a  top-
tier education accessible and affordable for every qualified 
undergraduate and graduate student who aspires to graduate 
from Washington University.

In addition to financial aid, generous donors helped the 
university recruit and retain outstanding faculty, advance 
scholarly research and creative potential, and enhance the 

teaching, research and living environments on our campuses. 

Washington University is driven by a passion for excellence and the 
desire to contribute to our community, our nation and our world. Together, 
we have a lasting impact.

 Washington University is driven 
by a passion for excellence 
and a mission to discover 
knowledge and innovations 
with lasting impact.

Joe Angeles
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Celebrating the dedica-
tion of Hillman Hall on 
Oct. 2, 2015, are (from 
left)  Chancellor Mark 
S.  Wrighton; Bob Fox; 
 Trustee Maxine Clark; 
 Jennifer  Miller Hillman, 
BFA ’79; Trustee Thomas 
Hillman, AB ’78; and 
 Edward F. Lawlor, dean 
of the Brown School.

THE MCDONNELL GENOME INSTITUTE: 
REVOLUTIONIZING THE FUTURE OF MEDICINE
A transformative $25 million commitment from 
Elizabeth and James McDonnell and the JSM 
 Charitable Trust will provide ongoing support for 
pioneering research at the Genome  Institute at 
Washington  University School of Medicine, which 
has been named the Elizabeth H. 
and James S.  McDonnell III  Genome 
Institute in recognition of their 
 generosity.  Discoveries in  genomics 
by  Washington University scientists 
have fundamentally changed the 
 understanding of cancer and how 
best to classify and treat patients.

The McDonnells are dedicated 
champions of medical research at 
the School of Medicine, and their 
philanthropy has led to scientific discoveries in 
nearly every pediatric discipline. James is a long-
time leader at the medical school, where he is a 
member of the National Council and serves on the 
boards of the Children’s Discovery Institute and  
St. Louis Children’s Hospital.

Clark is a member of the Brown School National 
Council, and Fox is a founding member of the 
National Council of the Gephardt Institute for Civic 
and Community Engagement. The couple also com-
mitted $540,000 to advance the initiatives of the 
Gephardt Institute and its Civic Scholars Program.

Elizabeth H. and James S. McDonnell III

Joe Angeles

Courtesy photo
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The Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum is hosting The Paintings of Sir Winston Churchill, offering visitors 40 paint-
ings rarely seen in North America. The exhibit, which runs Nov. 13, 2015, through Feb. 14, 2016, is presented in 
association with a worldwide commemoration of Churchill’s life on the 50th anniversary of his death. (Pictured 
above is Boats at Cannes Harbor, 1937. National Churchill Museum at Westminster College, Fulton, Missouri. © 
Churchill Heritage Ltd.)
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